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PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE

"Macte virtute sic itur ad astra."
(Those who excel, reach the stars)

Dear Students,

SwaDES, always gives me great joy through the
opportunity to share my thoughts with you. SwaDES
gives us all a moment to retrospect and examine the
year behind us and to bask in the warmth of our
achievements, in a spirit of positive self-evaluation.

Words are singularly the most powerful force
available to humanity. | choose to use this force
constructively with words of encouragement and
pride for my students.

The entire academic year began on a note of
optimism with many new activities, a novel
'Internship for all,' program and several short term
value added courses being made available for you,
with the support of the management.

With the usual enthusiasm our students
zealously participated in a number of intercollegiate
competitions and excelled in the respective areas,
doing us proud as ever!

This students' magazine is a mirror of our
achievements and showecasing the various talents
that you all possess. Your literary talents get an outlet
to be channelized and presented before your fellow
classmates and junior students.

This year was not just about the completion of
the curriculum but witnessing fundamental and
phenomenal changes that took place at the national
level. The Aayodhya judgment, revocation of Art.
370, as well as, the amendment to the Citizenship
Act, afforded law students a firsthand insight of the
democratic process and the political working of the
Indian polity within the parameters of the Indian
Constitution. It is these elemental moments in the
history of our nation that proved to be a great
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learning experience for the law students and
understand the essence of law, its function and what
roleit playsinsociety.

The end of the year was a trying time for
humanity all over the world with the Covid 19
pandemic being declared, a period where the physical
world for us as students and teachers was is
transferred to the virtual world. Through these trying
times too our students showed their resilience and
capacity of adapting to the changed teaching modality
through online classrooms and we were happy to
connect and reach out to the students in their homes
and continue the sacred task of imparting education, |
am reminded of the words of the great jurist, Prof.
H.L.A Hart - "Human beings are very vulnerable and so
rule of law is required to protect them." Law being
omnipotent the Epidemic Diseases Act, 1897, was
invoked and for a long time the impact the of Corona
virus on precious human lives and consequences of
the lockdown that followed, gave the students further
occasion to understand the power of nature and law
required in every sphere oflife.

Shri. Navalmal Firodia Law College is striving
forward with a firm pace to give young professiona
the legal fraternity with every graduating bate
feel modestly boastful to reminisce about

legacy, that we are trying our best to car
when our students are doing well.in \
life. i
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Our Founding Fathers

Shri. Vamam Shivram

Shri. Vishnushastri
Apte Chiplunkar

Shri. Gopal Ganesh
Agarkar
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Lokmanya
Shri. Bal Gangadhar Tilak

Shrimant Chhatrapati
Shri. Rajarshi Shahu Maharaj
of Kolhapur

Shri. Mahadeo Ballal
Namijoshi

About College Making Excellence a prevailing attitude.......

We are a distinguished educational institute in
Maharashtra, which has honor of giving stalwarts to
the nation.

Deccan Education Society is graced by the vision
and the glory of the founding fathers, Freedom
Fighter and an astute lawyer Lokmanya Shri. Bal
Gangadhar Tilak, the great social secular reformer
Shri. Gopal Ganesh Agarkar, doyen of Marathi
literature Vishnushastri Chiplunkar and a well-known
social worker Shri. Madhav Ballal Namjoshi for
imparting education to students. The Society was
established in the year 1885 and has always remained

| al_grt to the changing needs of the larger social set up
for which and within which it functioned.

DES’s Shri. Navalmal Firodia Law College has a
distinct advantage of having a unique heritage of
Deccan Education Society, and we intend to fiercely
guard and cherish. We follow the same tradition of our
parent society today, which is reflected in
tremendous growth of DES’s Shri.Navalmal Fi
Law College in a short span of time.

DES’s Shri. Navalmal Firodia Law
entered in its 15" year, keeping
change and answering responsik
any complex and |ntr| at
brought about eme
of mculcatlng

pedagogy.
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More importantly astride the mandatory
curriculum, our institute has rightly entered the
realm of legal research, to open up the minds of our
students in consonance with the demands of
globalization and sensitize you to the current
developmentsinthe legal arena.

We believe in Education as the way of revolution
and ultimate development. Our enthusiastic and
talented teachers have a commitment to mould the
young minds by giving them insight into Law. The
library of the college is well equipped with all the
latest legal resources to meet the requirements of
the student’s community. Our alumni body is now
making significant note of its existence which reflects
our achievement.

We have been ranked in top 25 colleges by
‘India Today’ magazine three years consecutively. Our
students have been proving their worth by securing
merit ranking in Savitribai Phule Pune University
everyyear.

Moot Court activity is an inherent feature of
every premier Law School to create eloquent
Advocates. This activity is greatly promoted by the
college. The students have brought several laurels to
the College by winning prizes at different
competitions country wide in International, National
and State Level Prestigious Moot Court
Competitions, Client Counselling and Mock Trials. We
host one of its own king- Lokmanya Tilak Memorials
National Appellate Moot Court Competition each
year, an unique style of mooting format at Appellate
Levelin both Civiland Criminal domains.

Developing spirit for legal research, (LRC) is one
of the most important facets of a Law student’s
growth. The College has duly constituted Legal
Research Cell, which conducts workshops on
research methodology, and members participating in
research oriented competitions like Legislative
Analysis, Research Papers, Judgment Analysis, etc.
We are the 1- College to host a National Judgment
Analysis Competition as well Bill Analysis
Competition, which helps in building analytical
aptitude among law students.

National Service Scheme (NSS) is one of the
vital extra academic activities of our College and
hence, an integral part of our Law course curriculum.
The motto or watchword of the NSS is ‘NOT ME, BUT

24

YOU'. It underlines that the we
ultimately dependent on the welfa
a whole. The students have brought sevi
the College by winning prizes at various
Competitions organized by different Law Colleg
heartening that every year NSS activities have b
flaring up in full swing with more active participation
of our students in different aspects of community
servicestotherural neighbourhood.

We also have an active Legal Aid Centre
imparting clinical legal education to the students
keepingin line with the concept of Pro Bono Publico, to
uphold the cause of social justice by creating
awareness amongst the weaker sections of the
society. It has following modalities such as Legal
advice, amicable settlement of disputes, legal literacy
programmes, Para legal services and Anti ragging
Campaign.

In addition to such extension activates, in order
to imbibe the culture and respect towards any kind of
work, the college has stated the Earn and Learn
Scheme as approved by the Savitribai Phule Pune
University, Pune. This scheme is basically undertaken
for the benefit of students coming from the rural
areas, who are economically backward, intelligent and
meritorious but cannot afford higher education,
needy and financially hard pressed. Involvement of
such students in this scheme will make higher
education accessible and available to them. The
Student Welfare Cell of the college also conducts
various other activities for overall development of the
personality of college students.

We also have a Debate Forum named,
“MIMANSA”, which provides for a strong platform for
developing public speaking skills of the students.
Through this forum, we also host State Level
Intercollegiate Debate Competition in the name of
Late Shri. Gopal Ganesh Agarkar, one of our founder.
member and a great orator. :

Through the achievements in sports the college
has redefined its identity in the arena of sports activity
at State, National as well as International level. The
participation and quality of perfermance from t
college has grown in geometric proporti
compared to the yester years. We have
state and natienal level sports co
students made us proud by re




ate, National but also at Internati
the annual sports event is organized to ignite the
latent sporting passion in our students and students
really show their Dum upholding the true spirit of a
sportsman. Additionally, from last three years we are
hosting an inter-collegiate sports tournament
namely, “Lawskets.” Every year, we are getting an
overwhelming response from various colleges. Our
faculty co-coordinators of sports activity plan it with a
great zeal and passion for sports.

‘Indradhanush’ a cultural fest organized in the
college has always been and shall remain a
confluence of talent and enthusiasm, an occasion
that celebrate the spirit of youth and synchronizes co-
operation. The college encourages participation in
cultural activities also, the results of which our
students have made the college proud by winning
many championships as well as prizes in Purushottam
and Firodiya Karandak, the prestigious drama
competitions.

This year, college has started new ventures like,
Parliamentary Debate Club, MUN Club and Club

literary instincts
students. These clubs
efforts of students, faculty
speakers wherever necessary.

We also have a Placement Cell, whi
providing the students, specifically the fina
students of UG as well as PU with diverse a
successful placements. From this year, the cell has
started working in association with a Nodal Authority,
DES ISTP (Incubation, Start-up, Training and
Placement), an initiative of our parent society in the
area of placements. This cell works for betterment of
placement prospects of students and looks forward to
various on and off campus opportunities for
undergraduate as well as post graduate students.

And last but definitely not the least ‘SWADES’ is
our annual college magazine portraying the annual
achievements of our talented students and also their
creativity through various legal and non- legal articles.

Mission Statement

We, the people of DES’s SNFLC solemnly resolve...
® Tobecommitted tothe mission of teaching,

® To sow and germinate the seed for developing spirit of enquiry to allow students to
blossominto enlightened citizens,

® To endeavor to spread nobility in thinking by igniting the minds of the young student
body,

® Tostrengthenthelegal foundation of the nation,
® To cultivate conviction of character and strength to explore every potential with valor

WE PROMISE....WE STRIVE.... & WE DELIVER....
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Governing Body of Deccan Education Society, Pune.

Dr. Sharad Shrikrishna Kunte - Chairman
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“Legends never die in our dreams.
Because...
They will always live within our hearts.”

Late Dr. Shrikrishna Kanetkar_

Secretary,
DECCAN EDUCATION SOCIETY
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Mark Twain aptly said “India is the cradle of the human race, the birthplace of human speech, the
mother of history, the grandmother of legend, and the great grandmother of tradition. Our most valuable
and most artistic materials in the history of man are treasured up in India only!”

Welcome to the Swades for the academic year 2019-2020 which is a reflection of Deccan Education
Society’s Shri. Navalmal Firodia Law College...!

We are really proud and exuberant to acclaim that we are ready with all new hopes and hues to bring
out this year’s Swades with the theme “India Today: Breaking Taboos”, which is going to surely unfold the
unraveled world of the most unforgettable and precious moments of the country.

Missile Man of India Dr. A.P.J Abdul Kalam rightly said, “Yesterday natural resources were power,
today knowledge is power. Yesterday hierarchy was the model, today synergy is the model. Yesterday
leaders commanded control, today leaders empower and coach.” Keeping in mind that knowledge is
power the present theme of the college magazine would portray how knowledge has helped India break
its age old taboos.

Finally, breaking the taboo we march towards a new era of freedom, an era of equality, an era of
inclusion, choosing love for all against skepticism. “The rainbow is born again!” The magazine is to be
viewed as a launch pad of students’ creativity on changing India and being youth the most important
factor in the transformation of the country. This humble initiative is to set the budding minds free allowing
them to roam free in the realm of imagination and experience to create a world of beauty inwards.

It gives me immense pleasure to ensure that this magazine has successfully accomplished its
objective. The reflection of the students’ creativity and achievements is the epitome of the magazine. This
magazine is before you due to the combined efforts of the Editorial Board and Faculty Co-ordinators,
Assistant Professor Dr. Priya Dhanokar-Chopde and Assistant Professor Pooja Joshi. | take the opportunity
to thank all the contributors as their contribution is the reason that makes this magazine endearing with
ourreaders.

| am really thankful to our respected Adv. Nitin Apte Sir, Chairman of College Develop
Committee as well as our beloved Principal Dr. Rohini Honap for entrusting us with the respo
editing this magazine and | also thank all the faculty members, student’s committee memk

magazine is aninsight to their minds.

2019-20
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University Rank Holders
Exam held in April 2019

2" LL.B (Rev. 2017)
Agarwal Isha Sanjay 1* Rank
Animesh Kumar 6" Rank

2" B.A. LL.B (Rev. 2017)
Gwalani Preeti Shyam 4" Rank

4" B.A. LL.B (2014 Pattern)
Apoorva Maheshwari 2" Rank
Agrawal Surbhi Satyanarayan 6" Rank

LL.M (Rev. 2014)
Patil Shruti Hanumantrao 8" Rank

DTL (Rev. 2018)
Jadhav Sanjog Subhash 7" Rank
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Faculty Activities

DR. ROHINI HONAP, PRINCIPAL
Resource Person for session on the topic, “ Jurisprudential Aspects of Crime,” in workshop
on Criminal Law, by Centre for Advanced Legal Research and Training, of Shankarrao Chavan
Law College, Pune, on 1°* October, 2019.

Invited as Chairperson for International Conference in Collaboration with University of
Colombo, SriLanka, on “Legal Dimensions of Human Rights in the Technological Realm,” on
18 January 2020, organized by Marathwada Mitra Mandal's Law College, Pune.

Invited as External Examiner for Viva- Voce of Dissertations of LL.M, students, by
Yashwantrao Chavan Law College, Pune, on 22" April 2019.

Delivered Guest lecture on “Legal Provisions in Respect of Ragging,” for students and
faculty, of D.E.S. Brijlal Jindal College of Physiotherapy on 11t December, 2020.

Invited as External Referee for Ph.D. Viva-voce at Rashtrasant Tukdoji Maharaj Nagpur
University, Nagpur, on 4" April 2019.

Resource person at Modern Law College for session on “Human Rights of Children with
respect to the Juvenile Justice Act,” organized by Progressive Education Society's Modern
Law College, Pune, on 23" February 2020.

Resource person for Faculty Development Programme (FDP) on “Teaching Pedagogy in
Legal Education in the Contemporary Era,” under UGC- Human Resources Development
Centre , under aegis of Savitribai Phule Pune University, for session on “Application of
Jurisprudence in Legal Teaching,” on 7" February, 2020, hosted by MMM Shankarrao
Chavan Law College, Pune.

My Ph.D Research Scholar Asst. Prof, Abhijeet Dhere was awarded his doctorate in Law on
22" November, 2020, on “Access to Right to Education of Sex Workers' Children, with Special
Reference to Pune District.”

Invited by Dept. of Law, Savitribai Phule Pune University as Panel Chairperson to assess
Research Paper Presentations at the National Seminar on "Law and Justice in Globalized
World: Multi-Dimensions Perspectives" on 20th Feb., 2020.

ASST. PROF. NALINI AMBAD
LL.M, NET

Attended Two Days Workshop on ERP organized by Deccan Education Society, Pune on 11"
and 18" November, 2019.

Attended a National Seminar on “Analyzing Family Laws — A Need of an Evolving Society”
held on 07/03/2020 organized by Marathwada Mitra Mandal's Shankarrao Chavan Law
College, Pune.

Presented a research paper titled, "Intricacies of Adoption Law in India and Uniform Civil
Code" in the Seminar Proceedings organized by Marathwada Mitra Mandal's Shankarrao

Chavan Law College, Pune.
DR
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ASST. PROF. DR. SUDHIR TAROTE
B.Sc., LL.M., Ph.D., NET

Completed University Grants Commission recognized Orientation Program conducted by
HRDC, Savitribai Phule Pune University, Pune during 22" July to 11" August, 2019.

Awarded Ph.D. by Savitribai Phule Pune University, Pune on 29" July 2019. Title of the thesis—
“Law Relating to International Commercial Arbitration in India— A Comparative Study”.

Research paper titled “Arbitration: An Effective Way to Resolve Commercial Disputes”
presented in international conference conducted by Abeda Inamdar College, Pune on 14"
and 15" February 2020. Research Paper is published in online UGC Care journal 'Our
Heritage', ISSN No. 0474-9030, Vol. - 68, Special Issue —36, published on 26" February 2020.

ASST. PROF. DR. PRIYA DHANOKAR-CHOPDE
B.Sc., LL.M, PGDHR, Ph.D (Law), SET, NET

Attended One Day Workshop on Annual Planning of Students Development Officers
organized by Students' Welfare Board of Savitribai Phule Pune University, Pune on 28"
August, 2019.

Attended Two Days Workshop on ERP organized by Deccan Education Society, Pune on 11"
and 18" November, 2019.

Participated in a Teacher-Students Symposium on “Citizenship Amendment Act, 2019”
organized by DES Shri. Navalmal Firodia Law College on 22" January, 2020 and discussed the
Constitutional Perspectives of the Citizenship Amendment Act, 2019.

Attended the International conference on “Global Economic Slowdowns: India's
Preparedness to meet the Emerging Challenges”, held on 14" & 15" February, 2020
organised by M.C.E. Society's Abeda Inamdar Senior College of arts, science and commerce,
Pune and presented a paper entitled, "Shifting Trends in Indian Economic Policies vis-a-vis
Constitutional Mandate”,

Published an article on “Shifting Trends in Indian Economic Policies vis-a-vis Constitutional
Mandate” in 'OUR HERITAGE' (UGC Care Listed Journal) ISSN: 0474- 9030 Vol-68, Special
Issue-36.

Participated and presented paper titled “Development of Human Rights Regime through
Transformative Constitutionalism in India” at International conference on “Emerging
Trends Of Human Rights Violations” 22™ & 23" February, 2020 organised by Modern Law
College, Punein association with Govind Ramnath Kare College of Law, Goa

Published an article entitled “Development of Human Rights Regime through
Transformative Constitutionalismin India” in aJournal “Dnyanmaya”
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ASST. PROF. JANHAVI N. GHODKE
B. Com. LL.M, SET, NET
Attended One Week Faculty Development Programme from 14" to 20", January 2020
organised by Maharashtra National Law University, Mumbai.

Judged Elocution Competition on “peace & conflict” organised by Rotary Club,
Shaniwarwada on 30" January 2020.

Participated and presented paper titled "Domestic Work as a Service — Emerging Trends and
Challenges” at International conference on “Global Economic Slowdowns: India's
Preparedness to meet the Emerging Challenges”, held on 14" & 15" February, 2020
organised by M.C.E. Society's Abeda Inamdar Senior College of arts, science and commerce,
Pune.

Publication of Article on “Domestic Work as a Service — Emerging Trends and Challenges” in
'OURHERITAGE' (UGC Care Journal) ISSN: 0474- 9030 Vol-68, Special Issue-36.

Participated and presented paper titled “Development as a Human Right of Individual
Worker in Unorganized Sector” at International conference on “Emerging Trends Of Human
Rights Violations” 22™ & 23 February, 2020 organised by Modern Law College, Pune in
association with Govind Ramnath Kare College of Law, Goa.

Paper titled “Development as a Human Right of Individual Worker in Unorganized Sector”
publishedinJournal “Dnyanmaya.”

Participated and presented paper titled "Parenting Rights of Women an Analytical Study" at
National Seminar on “Analyzing Family Laws — A Need of an Evolving Society” held on

07/03/2020 organised by Marathwada Mitra Mandal's Shankarrao Chavan Law College,
Pune.

ASST. PROF. DR. ANAGHA BALDOTA
M.A.(English) M.Phil. PhD

Conducted an in-house Faculty Development Program (FDP) for language and Skill
enhancement by engaging activity based sessions on various aspects of Grammar, spoken
and listening skills, reading and writing skills etc.
Proposed and coordinated a Certificate Course in Soft Skills Development for students with
an objective of shaping and grooming them for professional success.
Proposed and coordinated Parliamentary Debate Club to inculcate study habits, to promote
the research of political, socio-economical issues at state and national level and to improve
oratory skills of the students.
Proposed and coordinated MUN Club to nurture research aptitude in relation to global
affairs, better presentation abilities and impressive public speaking skills among the

students.
ga%g
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Proposed and coordinated Club Aesthetica to appreciate literary instincts of students and to
provide acommon platform for artistic performance.
ASST. PROF. SONALI SURAJ RENUSE

BSL LL.M NET CCF&M)J
Subjects Taught: Indian Legal and Constitutional History, Environmental Laws, Indian
Constitutional Law and Jurisprudence.

Departments at Shri. Navalmal Firodia Law College
Legal Aid Centre

Legal History Club

Activities at Shri. Navalmal Firodia Law College

Conducted a session on Constitutionality of Art 370 of the Indian Constitution on 24t August
2019. This activity was conducted under the Legal Research Cell (LRC).

Participation in Symposium on Citizenship Amendment Act organised by DES Shri. Navalmal
Firodia Law College on 22" January 2020 and spoke in favour of the constitutional validity of
the CAA,20109.

Co-ordinated a One Day Legal Aid Camp on 1st of February 2020 in Meenatai Thackray
Vasahat, Maharashi Nagar, Pune.

Conducted a session on Research Methodology for the Legal History Club, DES Shri Navalmal
Firodia Law College on 37 March 2020.

ASST. PROF. SANDIP BORSE
M.A. NET, SET (Sociology)

Participated in a Two Day National Seminar on 'Climate Reality” organized by Deccan
Education Socety, Pune
Participated in a Two days Faculty Development Programme (FDP) and ICT training organized
by New Law College, Pune on 8"and 9" January, 2020.
Participated in a National seminar on ' Current Trend in Sustainable Development: Issues
and Challenges' organized by Modern Law College, Pune on 17" and 18" January,2020.
Participated in a One day Seminar on 'Sexual Harassment at workplace' organized by Pune
Police at Commissioner office, Pune Police.

Registered name for PhD at Gokhale Institute of Politics and Economics, Pune with topic
'Gender Budgeting: A tool for Gender Equility’
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ASST. PROF. MOHMMAD ZAMA
B.A. LL.B, LL.M, NET, SET
A Research Article entitled 'Expanding Horizons of Article 21 of the Indian Constitution-An
Overview' published in Orient Journal of Law and Social Sciences, Page No. 35-43, Volume-
XIVand Issue-3 (February 2020).

A Research Paper entitled, 'Recognizing the Internet Access as Human Right — Indian
Perspective' has been accepted for publication by Orient Journal of Law and Social Sciences,
in March Issue bearing ISSN—-0973-7480.

ASST. PROF. AMRUTA JAWAIJALA
BSc.(Microbiology), PGDM(Marketing), MBA(HR), PhD(Pursuing)
Successfully completed two weeks FDP on “Managing online classes and co-creating
MOOCs” from April 20, 2020- May 06, 2020 sponsored by Ministry of Human Resource
Development, Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya-National Mission on Teachers and Teaching.

Online Faculty development Program on “Partial Least Square Structural Equational
Modelling using SmartPLS & G* Software” supported by TUHH, University of Hamburg,
Germany from 10" May, 2020 to 16" May, 2020.

Successfully completed one week FDP on “Open Source tools for research” from June 08,
2020-June 14, 2020 sponsored by Ministry of Human Resource Development, Pandit Madan
Mohan Malaviya-National Mission on Teachers and Teaching.

Judicial temperament is a willingness to step back from your own
committed views of the correct jurisprudential approach and
evaluate those views in terms of your role as a judge. It's the
difference between being a judge and being a law professor.

John Roberts

It is the supreme art of the teacher to awaken joy
in creative expression and knowledge.

Albert Einstein
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Legal Research Cell Annual Report

Nomination process & Selection
process:

Legal Research Cell for academic year
2019-20 commenced its work by
nominating the members of LRC in July
2019.With 10 nominated members the
selection process was planned and
executed efficiently. After the selection
of nominated members, the selection
process of selecting members for LRC has
been conducted. The criteria which
decided were ‘Article analysis’. The
students were supposed to choose any
article on any aspect of Environmental
Law and make review of that article on
the basis of given points. The selection
process includes the article review and
the interview which was conducted by
faculty coordinator Dr. Madhushree
Joshi madam. Students were
enthusiastic for being part of LRC and
came for interview in huge numbers. In
the selection process 40 students were
selected from 65 students as members of
LRC for academic year 2019-20.
According to selection process, the Legal
Research Cell 2019-20 has been formed
with the nominated members and
selected members and the meeting of all
the members has been conducted to
Discuss and review the plans of LRC.

The yearly activity proposal and the
budget for 2019-2020 was proposed and
presented before CDC and has been duly

Faculty Coordinator : Dr. Madhushree Joshi

Student Coordinator : Adwait Deodhar

approved. Aditya Bendre assisted the
coordinators to prepare the presentation
and PPT. The activities for the whole year
were conducted and reviewed according
to this plan.

LRC meetings and Sessions:

In first few meetings the various sub-
departments were formed with a view of
harmonious and simplified work. Various
activities were planned by the
departments and accordingly held
throughout the year. Maintaining the
enthusiasm of students to take part in
various competitions and activities, LRC
initiated with the in-house Bill analysis
sessions, Legal Updates, Latest judicial
pronouncements etc.

The regular meetings for a specified 30
minutes on every Thursday made LRC
work in a structured way. Understanding
the students other interests and
following the college policy of providing
maximum opportunity of participation
LRC meeting were conducted by making
all required adjustments. This facilitated
LRC members with holistic application of
research methods in all possible allied
activities. The record of the meeting is
appropriately maintained.

Research Orientation & Training:
» Workshop on Legal Research Methods:

The work shop has been conducted on
Research Methodology. In this workshop,
eminent guests namely Dr. Deepa

)
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Paturkar. LRC Faculty Coordinator
explained the students about data
collection and analysis of it and methods
of research. On the basis of the training
imparted the LRC members were
expected to experiment on the
application of research method and
various techniques of Data collection and
analysis etc to learn and practise
research.

In furtherance of the orientation on
research methods the practical sessions
were conducted for LRC members where
members formed group and made a
research proposal. The proposals were
presented before the LRC Co-ordinator.
The LRC members have submitted
research proposals on the allotted
research areas. Those proposals will be
presented to the research committee,
are analysed the ones with research
potential are reframed for further
submission to various institutions for
research fund.

1. Research proposal and design
presentation by Chaitanya Hariharan
—Sports Law

2. Research proposal and design
presentation by Ashish Joshi &
Aniruddha Purohit- Road Safety Laws.
Amendment in the Motor Vehicle Act
and its rules through technological
means.

3. Research proposal and design
presentation by Gayatri Datar &
Adrian Abbi - Arbitration Law

4. Research proposal and design
presentation by Akshita Vats -
Competition Law

A
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5. Research proposal and design
presentation by Nagbhushan and
Parth Lohia - Maritime Law.

6. Research proposal and design
presentation by Shubhankar
Malegaonkar-Environmental Law

7. Research proposal and design
presentation by Aditi Zambre &
Nandini Gadgil—Media Law

8. Research proposal and design
presentation by Chaitanya Kedia —
Investment and Securities Law

9. Research proposal and design
presentation by Siddhi Mehta and
Aswathy Roy — Laws on Special
EconomicZone

10. Research proposal and design
presentation by Sakshi Mehta —
Science and Technology

After completion of the scrutiny of research,
the students will write research paper on the
research topics allotted; the papers will be
published onthe online blog of LRC.

Research orientation for first year students:

An orientation session for first year students
relating to the work of LRC was conducted. In
this orientation these students were
informed about LRC, how LRC works and
importance of LRC. Due to CET schedule and
delayed Admission process The first year
student could participate in the LRC activities
onlyinthe 2™ term.

Bill Analysis Sessions :

The Orientation session was conducted by
Dr. Madhushree Joshi Ma’am explaining the
concept and importance of bill analysis and
the methods of analysis to be followed while
analysing the bill.
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Bill analysis on protection of child from
sexual offences bill, 2019:

Thefirst bill analysis session was organised on
POCSO Amendment Bill of 2019, held on 10"
of August, 2019. The Power Point
presentation by Surbhi Agrawal on the said
bill highlighted the important provisions
made of the bill. The discussion was
restricted to the Legal aspects of the bill in
order to know the legal nuances of this newly
drafted Law. After the presentation,
participants put forth their views on the bill.
Immense knowledge and command of Advw.
Yashpal Purohit sir over the said subject gave
us new possibilities as to how to cover various
other scenarios for effective implementation
of the said act.

Bill Analysis on The Jammu and Kashmir
Reorganisation Bill, 2019:

The second bill analysis session was
conducted on “The Jammu and Kashmir
Reorganisation, 2019” which was held on
24th of August, 2019. This session took place
in presence of all Legal Research Cell
members and also non-members of Legal
Research Cell. The session started with
Asst.Prof. Sonali Jadhav Madam explaining
the concept and importance of bill, the
historical background of Article 370 and
current scenario after passing of Jammu and
Kashmir Reorganisation Act, 2019. For this
session the Power Point Presentation by
Adrian Abbi informed the audience about
various aspects of the bill.

Legal News and Bill Updates:

This is another regular activity of LRC. The
information pertaining to latest legal news,
amendments, Judgments etc. is uploaded on
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the LRC WhatsApp group. The task is
undertaken by Sahil Ambre, Surbhi Agrawal,
Nagbhushan Hanagandi and Eesha Karnik.
The monthly news and bill update reports
have been submitted by the concerned
students.

New avenues of legal research — Lecture
series:

With a view to inform the students about the
new avenues of research, LRC is proposing to
conduct the lecture series on various fields of
legal research where the experts in that field
will give the expert advice about the research
to the students. The Lecture Series is
proposed to be conducted for the first year
studentinthe month of April - May.

CCl Advocacy Skill at DES’s SNFLC:

This new proposed venture is a scheme
declared by CCl, India, LRC has proposed to
conduct awareness sessions and orientation
programme, to seek CCl association and
monetary assistance and permission to use
their name and certification for the same, the
proposal has been made the positive reply is
awaited.

> Research Conducted:
CID Research Project MOU:

Our College has collaborated with Criminal
Investigation Department, Pune to research
on the cases provided by the department.
College has successfully signed a MOU for
conducting a research and submitting case
analysis every month. Dr. Madhushree Joshi
has coordinated the activity throughout in
research as well in communicating with the
CID authorities. The confidentiality of the
case at hand has been absolutely maintained
by the members.
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LRC members study the legal aspects of the
case-sheet, the judgment and order of the
court. Without letting the case copy to the
students the informative sessions are
conducted by the coordinator to personally
explain the case facts and findings with
reasons given by the court. The research
work is conducted in groups of 5 LRC
members.

We received 6 cases out of which case
analysis of Four cases has been successfully
complete. This activity has explored for the
researchers the practical aspects and the
procedures of court cases as well as
investigation by the police department.

» Research on Nuclear Technology and
Law:

LRC members conducted the research in this
new avenue of Technology based Law. The
unexplored part of Legal aspects of nuclear
technology was suggested for National
Seminar of the College- titled as
‘AGNISHIKHA- Nuclear Power for Future
India’. The research was further extended as
perthe subthemes of Seminar.

1. Introduction, evolution, development
and key features of Nuclear law- Gayatri
Datar and Rohit Pawar

2. Nuclear Security for Future India —Aditya
Bendre and Durgesh Nandini

3. Case Study : Radiation Technology for
Better Agriculture — Ashish Joshi and
Sejal Runwal

4. Global Perspective of Nuclear Power —
Adwait Deodhar and Aalhad Dange

5. Case Study : Relevance of Atomic Energy
in enhancing National Security and
Establishing Sovereignty — Amruta
Kharade and Akshita Vats

A

2019-20

All the research members along with the
research coordinator participated in the
seminar to get the guidance from the expert
resource persons; the qualitative seminar has
greatly benefited the research.

» Proposed Visitto BARC

The novice subject like nuclear technology
and Law needs the interaction and actual
observation of research undertaken by the
authorities and experts. Field visit is proposed
at BARC which includes the study of the
research institution, to conduct the interview
of various experts involved in the work
accordingto their research.

Research Proposals:

1. Two research proposals have been
submitted to Child Right and You (CRY)
NGO on Child Pornography on theme of
‘Child Pornography a barrier to the
Protection and Development of Children:
The Indian Approach’ titled ‘Researching
child rights-focused thematic — child
health, child nutrition, child protection
and child development’.

2. National Woman Rights Commission
(NCW) on Cyber Pornography on theme
of ‘Misuse of technology vis-a-vis
violation of privacy of child with special
reference to girl child’ titled ‘Cyber
Pornography: An Interdisciplinary study
of technology led crime against women
and children’.

3. Sukanya Joshirao submitted Research
Proposal on “Enforceability of
Environmental Impact Assessment in
India Under Gruelling Environmental
Conditions”.
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1% National Level Client Counselling and
Judgment Writing Competition 2020

For the very first time the Institution
organised National Law fest consisting of
three National Level competitions viz.
Appellate Moot Court Competition,
Client Counselling Competition and
Judgment Writing Competition. The LRC
successfully conducted Client
Counselling Competition and Judgment
Writing Competition with a good number
of participation from all over the country.

From LRC members assisted the Moot
Court Society of our college and drafted,
designed and conducted the Client
Counselling Competition and Judgment
Writing Competition in an innovative
way. Chaitanya Marne and Adwait
Deodhar coordinated the event under
the guidance of Dr. Madhushree Joshi.

Client Counselling Competition was
conducted in two rounds, for the
preliminary round as well as final round
the Criminal law based situation was
decided, College students represented
the clients’side. For Judgment Writing
Competition the Case Presentation and
arguments were conducted for which
Practising Advocates handling the
original case were invited. The senior
Adv. Nitin Apte presided over as the
Judge for the session. after observation
of case presentation, the final judgment
writing round was conducted. The results
were declared for the same in the
valedictory Function of National Law
fest. Feedbacks received from the Judges
and participants of both of the
competitions appreciated and

encouraged to further conduct National
Law Fest onregular basis.

Participations & Achievements:

As it is the basic aim of LRC to give
students opportunities to participate in
various competitions so that their
research skill gets improve. Our members
made it worth by participation and
achievements the brief record is as
follows:

National Quiz Competition “Conquest
4.0” held by MMM'’s Shankarrao Chavan
Law College, Puneintwo teams

Team1l: Chaitanya Hariharan, Surbhi
Agrawal and Sahil Ambre

Team 2: Siddhi Mehta, Parth Lohia and
MiniSingh

Surbhi Agrawal and Chaitanya Hariharan
participated in 10" Nari Gursahani Client
Counselling Competition held at
Mumbai.

Amruta Kharade Patil participated and
secured 1st Position in National Article
Writing Competition organised by
University of Lucknow on the topic
“Justice looses it’s character when it
becomes Revenge (with Reference to
Hyderabad Encounter Case...!)

Amruta Kharade secured a Certificate of
Merit for the Long Article on the topic
“Child Rights in the Entertainment
Industry” in the Volume 14 of “Supremo
AmicusJournal”ISSN: 2456-9704.

Surbhi Agarwal is awarded a cash prize at
the Essay competition organized by
Surana and Surana International
Attorneys, Chennai.

)
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11.
12.

13.

14.
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Aditya Bendre submitted Research
Proposal on - “The impact of Arbitration
and Conciliation (Amendment) Act, 2019
onthe Arbitration systemin India”.

Apoorva Maheshwari participated and
secured 2™ position in Legal Foxes
National Quiz competition on Family
Law, 2019. (Won cash prize, trophy and
certificate) and also participated in Legal
Foxes National Quiz competition on IPC,
20109.

Apoorva Maheshwari secured 4"
position in Legal Foxes National
Judgement Writing Competition, 2019

Surbhi Agarwal submitted Essay titled
“Massacre by Majority inthe name of the
Mother” in the Essay Competition
organized by the Birla Global University,
Bhubaneshwar.

Amruta Kharade participated in
9"National Legislative Drafting
Competition, 2020 organized by SVKM'’s
Pravin Gandhi College of Law, Mumbai on
the topic “Regulation of Marine
Pollution”.

Siddhi Mehta participated and secured
2" position in Judgement Analysis
competition organized by “The Saviors”.

Parth Lohia submitted article titled
‘Jurisprudence of Sports Law- A Virtual
Reality’ in GNLU Journal of Sports Law.

Nagbhushan participated in CCl National
Level Essay Competition on
“Competition issues in New Age
Markets- Challenges and Way Forward”.
The results of the said competition are
awaited.

Nandini Gadgil participated in 9t

2019-20

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

National Legislative Drafting
Competition, 2020 organised by SVKM’s
Pravin Gandhi College of Law, Mumbai on
the topic “Regulation of Marine
Pollution”.

Aditi Zambre submitted Essay titled
“Media and communication laws”at the
essay Competition organized by Surana
and Surana International Attorneys,
Chennai.

Kanika Adake participated in essay
competition on Human Rights organized
by Symbiosis Law School, Nagpur.

Kanika Adake participated in 2nd Indian
Mediation Week Essay Competition on
‘Mediating the Brexit Deal between the
United Kingdom and the European
Union’.

Parth Lohia participated in 2™ Indian
Mediation Week Essay Competition on
‘Mediating the Brexit Deal between the
United Kingdom and the European
Union’.

Parth Lohia participated in 19" Dinesh
Vyas essay writing competition, GLC
Mumbai.

Siddhi Mehta secured 4" position in
judgement writing competition
organized by Legal Foxes.

Durgesh Nandini submitted article on
“Ram Janmabhumi - Babri Masjid
Dispute” for Think India.

Seminars& Conferences:

Surbhi Agarwal participated and
presented a paper titled ‘103rd
Constitutional Amendment Act, 2019’ at
Maharashtra National Law University,
Aurangabad.
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Adwait Deodhar Participated in Panel
Discussion on the Union of India’s
decision to “modify” Article 370 of the
Constitution Titled “Modification of
Article 370: Points and Counter-Points”
organised by ILS Law College, Pune.

Aditi Zambre Participated in Panel
Discussion on the Union of India’s
decision to “modify” Article 370 of the
Constitution Titled “Modification of
Article 370: Points and Counter-Points”
organised by ILS Law College, Pune.

Aditya Bendre represented LRC at
International Conference on
“International Arbitration Practice and
Procedure in International Arbitration”
held at MNLU in association with
International Chamber of commerce
(ICC) and Singapore International
Arbitration Centre (SIAC).

Apoorva Maheshwari presented paper
titled "Emerging Dynamics and
Dimensions of Arbitration Law and ADR”
in International Conference organized by
Bar Council of Punjab & Haryana,
Chandigarh, Feb 2020.

Aditya Bendre represented LRC at
National Seminar on “Maritime safety
and security and Environment in Indian
Ocean” held at MNLU in association with
Stockton Center for International Law
and Directorate General of Shipping,
Government of India.

Nagbhushan Hanagandi participated in
one-day National Seminar and
inauguration of U.R.J.AChapter 1 on ‘The
Water Nexus: Bringing The World
Together’ held by Bharathi Vidyapeeth

Deemed University New Law College in
association with Sahyog Trust.

Zenia lrani attended Professional
Development Training Program on
Forensic Science and Medical
Jurisprudence in Criminology at Bharti
Vidyapeeth New Law College, Pune held
by Bar Council of India and AIR Law
Academy and Research Centre on 28"
September 2019 at BVP New Law College,
Pune.

Dr. Madhushree Joshi with three LL.M.
students participated in National Level
Seminar on Air and Space Law. The
seminar was organised by Savitribai
Phule Pune University Department of
Law and Dr. D. Y. Patil Law College Pune.
The concerns and perspectives of this
new field and the technology led
development were discussed at length by
the expert panel members.

Publications:

Surbhi Agarwal titled a Paper “Marital
Rape- Dominion, Sex and Savagery”
published in WHITE BLACK LEGAL LAW
JOURNAL (ISSN: 2581-8503).

Apoorva Maheshwari & Amruta Kharade:
Case Comment on ‘PUBLIC interest
Foundation v/s Union of India & Other —
Did the supreme Court play safe?,
published in the International Journal for
Research and Law, Vol-5 Issue 1, Oct
20109.

Amruta published an Article on “Child
Rights in the Entertainment Industry” in
the Volume 14 of “Supremo Amicus
Journal”, ISSN: 2456-9704.

Saloni Kedia authored a research paper
titled “Surrogacy in India: Regressive law

)
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under the guise of ethics” published in
Jurisperitus, The Law Journal, Vol 1,
Isuue 4, Sept 2019.

5. Nagbhushan has submitted research
paper on “Medical Tourism in India” at
Karnataka State Law University “Student
Law Review” Volume-07, based on the
theme “HEALTH AND LAW”. The results
of the said publication are awaited.

6. SaloniKediasubmitted article titled “The
Melancholy of Coral Reefs” in second
National Essay writing Competition and
the article has been published in the
book entitled “Fortune or Future?
Nature crisis”.

7. Apoorva Maheshwar is paper titled
“Surrogacyin India: Regressive law under
the guise of ethics” published in
Jurisperitus, The Law Journal, Vol. 1,
Issue 4, Sept. 2019.

8. Surbhi Agarwal submitted Paper titled
“Constitutional Secularism Vs. Political
Secularism” in the National Law
University, JodhpurJournal.

9. Saloni Kedia Article titled “The
Melancholy of Coral Reefs” has been
published in the book entitled “Fortune
or Future? Naturecrisis”.

10. Saloni Kedia Article on the topic “Child
Rights in the Entertainment Industry”
has been published in the Vol 14 of
“Supremo Amicus Journal”, ISSN: 2456-
9704 and secured a Certificate of Merit
forthe same.

11. Kanika Adake and Parth Lohia submitted
article titled ‘Decrypting the Perspective:
Consumer Behaviour and Copyright
Infringement in the Digital Era’ which

A
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was published in JIPL Nirma University
Issue-V, ISSN 2455-0361.

12. Saloni Kedia has written Case comment
on “Sabrimala Temple Case” has been
published in a peer reviewed, quarterly
publication, Legal Mirror Vol 5, Issue 1,
Sep 2019.

13. Saloni Kedia has written Case comment
on “Common cause v. Union of India” in
the International Journal of Socio-Legal
Research, Vol 5, Issue 4(1), Nov-2019.

14. Kanika Adake submitted article titled
‘Jurisprudence of Sports Law- A Virtual
Reality’ in GNLU Journal of Sports Law.

» Ongoing Activities:
LRCBlog:

A LRC blog is proposed to provide an online
platform for student research publication. All
the information of student’s participations,
their achievements and all other important
information will be displayed in the blog. This
blog will be authorised and registered. Two
students namely Saloni Kedia and Parth Lohia
will coordinate the Blog.

College Journal ‘Fiat Justitia’:

The Publication of the 8" edition of DES Law
Journal ‘Fiat Justitia’ has been initiated the
necessary compliances like procuring
permission, inviting the researcher for
research contribution has been completed,
the coordination and follow-up has been
continued. The Issue is proposed to be
published in the month of May-June.

The wholehearted efforts of students
coordinator and the determined learning of
the members has resulted in the expected
research contribution this year, it has led a
foundation for a robust research culture at
DES.
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Seminar and Guest Lecture Activity Annual Report

Faculty Co-ordinator : Dr. Aishwarya Kadam,
Asst. Prof Prajakta Bhagwat

“Tell me and | forget, teach me and | may remember,
involve me and | learn.”

— Benjamin Franklin

Deccan Education Society’s Shri. Navalmal Firodia Law College organised number of insightful
and appreciative events under the Seminar Department for the 2019-2020 academic year.

“An ounce of practice is better than tons of theory.”-Acknowledging the saying, the Alumni
lecture series “Khrudanta” was organised for the first year students to learn from the beloved
pass out students of the college. They gave practical understanding of the real practice to the

budding students.

Date Topic Speaker

09/10/2019 Mooting skills Adv. Abhishek Chitnis
10/10/2019 How to develop research approach? Adv. Khushboo Oswal
11/10/2019 Use of regional language and advocacy skill Adv. Rounak Rane
12/10/2019 My struggles as a first generation advocate Adv. Dorman Dalal

practicing in the Bombay High Court

“Good students are not those who just
answer the questions. Good students are
those who learn to ask questions” and the
institute has always played a huge role in
making of such a good student by arraigning
discussions, seminars talks, etc.

The matter of the moment in January, 2020
“Abrogation of Article 370” was discussed in a
symposium which was successfully attended
by students and was critically reviewed. CDC
Chairman Nitin Apte Sir also presented his
analysis and fathom the event.

Another symposium was organised on
“Amendment to CAA by Indian Parliament”.
The event observed various views which
were highly distinguished. Students from 1"
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B.A. LLB also took part in the event and were
given the opportunity to learn and develop
new skills at their nurturing stage.

The College also have organized a seminar on
the topic ‘No to Plastic, Yes to Earth’ in
collaboration with Kirloskar Vasundhara on
the 7" of January 2019. Dr. Sheetal Babar and
Adv. Supriya Dangare were the esteemed
guests of this seminar. They have successfully
conducted interactive session with the
students of 3 B.A. LLB.

Inthe line of events, the Internal Committee of
the college in collaboration with Drishti Stri
Adhyayan Kendra have arranged a panel
discussion on sexual harassment of women at
workplace. There were 4 panellists in the said

)
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event. Mrs. Archana Gondhalekar from
Judiciary, Adv. Nilima Vartak from Pune bar,
Mrs. Asmita Kelkar from NGO and PI Vaishali
Chandgude from “Bharosa Cell” of Police
Department had been called for discussion
on the said topic. It was very intuitive and
enlightening event. The student
representative from Internal Complaint
Committee of College felicitated the guests
and were grateful to hear from such
honoured personalities.

The most celebrated and significant event of
the department which is organised every
year was titled as “AGNISHIKHA” this year.
The National Seminar and Bill Analysis
Competition took place and the theme was
based on Nuclear Energy Law. Esteemed
Dr. J.C. Kapoor - Director of DRDO was the
chief speaker and delivered the lecture on
“Global perspective of Nuclear Energy”. It
was indeed a great opportunity to learn from

sir. Other imminent speakers were Prof. Dr. S.
F. Patil, Dr. Jayant Gadgil, Dr. Shrikant
Paranjape, Dr. Chandrashekhar Karhadkar,
Dr. Priyanka Jawale, Adv. Aparna Bhide,
Dr. Ananya Bibave. The occasion was
appreciated and successfully accomplished.

In the bill analysis competition, only
preliminary round was held and results were
declared on the scores of that round because
of the less number of entries received this
year. The theme Nuclear Energy Law is
emerging nowadays and has wide scope of
interpretation.

The academic year 2019-2020 was very well
acquainted with sensational and astounding
seminars which were conducted in way of
different activities. This way they were made
interesting and knowledge-gaining
experience for the students as well as
attendees.

Internal Committee Report

Presiding Officer, Internal Committee, Dr. Madhushree Joshi

As per Section 4(1) of the Sexual Harassment
of Women at Workplace (Prevention,
Prohibition and Redressal) Act & Rules, 2013,
an Internal Complaints Committee (ICC) has
been constituted for the year 2019-20 to deal
with the cases pertaining to sexual
harassment of womeninthe College.

The Committee is headed by Dr. Madhushree
Mandar Joshi (Chairman) and other duly
constituted members.

The report of the Internal Committee is as

follows:

1. Receipt and Disposal of Complaints No. —
NIL

A

2019-20

2. No. of Complaints received during the
year—NIL

3. No. of complaints disposed off during the
year—NIL

4. No. of cases pending for more than 90
days—NIL

5. No. of workshops/ awareness programs
carried out - A Panel Discussion was
organized on “Sexual Harassment of
women at a work place” by the college
for sensitization of the staff as well as
students.

6. Nature of Action taken by the employer:
-NA

[33]



Moot Court Society Annual Report

The Moot Court Society commenced it's
functioning after a very successful Intra —
Moot Selection Competition conducted in
the month of August 2019. More than 100
students appeared for the Intra Moot
Selection Competition for being a part of the
Moot Court Society. Out of the total number
of students, top 50 scoring students were
selected to be the members of the Moot
Court Society. The problem for the Intra —
Moot Competition was based on Copyright
Infringement which involved detailed
interpretation of various provisions of
Copyright Law and its allied Principles. The
enthusiastic participation of the students by
overwhelming responses made it a great
success.

During the academic year, the Moot Court
Society conducted various sessions including
a session on “The art of cross examination”
conducted by Adv. Nitin Apte Sir, (Senior
advocate Pune Bar & Chairman College
Development Committee of DES's
Shri.Navalmal Firodia Law College), session
on “Basics of Moot Court” by Adv. Niyati Shah
forthe Intra— Moot Court participants, etc.

One of the major achievements of the Moot
Court Society 2019-20 consisted of hosting of
a one of its kind National Law Fest which
consisted of Three Competitions including
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Faculty Co-ordinator: Asst. Prof. Neeta Ahir
Student Co-ordinators: Aditya Bendre, Surbhi Agarwal, Chiatanya Hariharan, Zenia Irani,
Shubham Malegaonkar, Madhusudhan Lahoti, Chaitanya Marne

the 12" Edition of the Prestigious Lokmanya
Tilak National Appellate Moot Court
Competition, 1" Edition of National Client
Counselling and National Judgment Writing
Competition. The Fest was headed by a team
of 50+ enthusiastic Volunteers comprising of
the MCS and Non — MCS members. The
department conducted dynamic Public
Relation team activities to promote the said
event. With the untiring efforts of the
members of the department, the event
received a participation of Twenty Five (25)
Teams from all over the country. The
participation comprised of teams from
various renowned Law Schools from all over
the Country including various National Law
Schools.

The Fest was conducted from 13" to 15"
February 2020. The event was inaugurated by
the privileged presence of Advocate
Ramchandra Apte (Senior Advocate Bombay
High Court) who addressed the participants
and the students of DES's Shri. Navalmal
Firodia Law College, Pune on the various
aspects of Appellate court practices.

The Client Counselling and Judgment Writing
competitions were conducted on 13"
February 2020. The participants were
provided with two different cases, one for the
Preliminary round and the other for Final

)
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round. The case for the Preliminary round was
based on the topic of Death due to
Negligence, Common Intention and the other
provisions of the IPC, CRPCand Evidence Act.

The case for the Final round was based on
PCPDNT Act and the MTP Act. While a case on
POCSO was provided to the Participants of
the Judgment Writing Competition which
consisted various Exhibits and the other
reports relevant to write the judgment.

The Preliminary round of the 12" Edition of
the Lokmanya Tilak National Appellate Moot
Court Competition was conducted on 14"
February 2020 and the Semi- Final judged by
Adv. Prasad Kulkarni and Adv. Hrishikesh
Ganu District and Sessions Court, Pune and
the Final rounds were held on the 15"
February. The moot proposition was based on
the topic of Attempt to Murder, Grievous Hurt
and the other provisions of IPC, CRPC and
Evidence Act. The Moot Court Society was
privileged to have Hon'ble Justice Ambadas
Joshi (Former Judge Bombay High Court) and
Hon'ble Justice Ketkar (Former Judge Bombay
High Court) as the judges for the Final round
of the Moot Court Competition and also as
the Chief Guests of the Valedictory Session of
the National Law Fest.

The Winners of the different Competitions
are as follows —

1. Client Counselling — Nari Gursahani Law
College, Mumbai.

2. Judgment Writing — D.G.B Dayanand
Law College, Solapur.

A
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3. Lokmanya Tilak National Appellate
Moot Court Competition— Symbiosis
Law School, Pune.

The event received a very positive feedback
from the participants. The department made
use of the Information and Technology and
Social Media in order to publicise the event.
All the updates in respect of the Fest were
duly posted and updated on the social media
handles of the Event so as to create
awareness about the event. The Fest was
Sponsored by various renowned institutions
like Air India Reporter, Hind Law House and
Books World.

The event was headed by Ms. Chaitanya
Hariharan (5" B.A.LL.B.), Ms. Surbhi Agrawal
(5" B.A.LL.B), Mr. Aditya Bendre (4" B.A.LL.B)
and Mr. Shubhankar Malegaonkar (3™
B.A.LL.B). The Client Counselling Competition
of the Fest was headed by Mr. Chaitanya
Marne (5" B.A.LL.B) and Mr. Madhusudhan
Lahoti (5" B.A.LL.B) and the event was
Coordinated by Mr. Sahil Ambre (5" B.A.LL.B),
Mr. Yashodhan Chandorkar(5" B.A.LL.B),
Mr. Adwait Deodhar (5" B.A.LL.B), Mr. Nihal
Singh (4" B.A.LL.B), Mr. Aryan Rathod (4"
B.A.LL.B), Ms. Zenia Irani (4" B.A.LL.B) Ms.
Anuya Deokar (3" B.A.LL.B), Ms. Somya
Sharma (2™ B.A.LL.B) and their team of the
enthusiastic Volunteers.

Following is the List of Participation of the
Members of the Moot Court Society -
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SR. NO COMPETITION TEAM DATE ACHIEVEMENTS
1. | ABVP Arun Jaitley Moot | 1. Aswathy Roy (4" B.A.LL.B.) 27/09/19 | Runners —Up
Court Competition 2. Tanya Agrawal (4" B.A.LL.B.)
3. Akshita Aneja (4" B.A.LL.B.)
2. | ABVP Arun Jaitley Moot | 1. Apoorva Maheshwari 27/09/19 | Semi — Finalist
Court Competition (5th B.A.LL.B.) Best Advocate —
2. Chaitanya Marne Apoorva
(5" B.A.LL.B.) Maheshwari
3. Madhusudhan Lahoti
(5" B.A.LL.B.)
3. | ABVP Arun Jaitley Moot | 1. Siddhanth Nikam 27/09/19 | Semi — Finalist
Court Competition (5" B.A.LL.B.)
2. Preeti Gwalani (3™ B.A.LL.B.)
3. Parth Sharma (5" B.A.LL.B.)
4. | ABVP Arun Jaitley Moot | 1. Shalaka Karkar (4th B.A.LL.B.) |27/09/19 | Participation
Court Competition 2. Kanan Shah (4™ B.A.LL.B.)
3. Nikita Jadhav (4" B.A.LL.B.)
5. | SVKM'’s Pravin Gandhi 1. Shalaka Karkar (4" B.A.LL.B.) |10/10/19 | Participation
College, Mumbai. 2. Aryan Rathod (4" B.A.LL.B.) To
3. Saloni Jain (4" B.A.LL.B.) 13/10/19
4. Abhishek Mookher;ji
(3" B.A.LL.B.)
6. |2" VITSOL Moot Court | 1. Kanika Adake (3rd B.A.LL.B.) 13/10/19 | Participation
Competition, 2019 2. Parth Lohia (3™ B.A.LL.B.) To
3. Siddhi Mehta (3™ B.A.LL.B.) |15/10/19
7. | 2™ NMCC Amity 1. Kanan Shah (4" B.A.LL.B.) 18/10/19 | Participation
University, Mumbai 2. Rigved Shukla (3 B.A.LLB.) To
3. Parth Sharma (5" B.A.LL.B.) 20/10/19
8. | Shankarrao Kanitkar 1. Adhit Kulkarni (3" B.A.LL.B.) | 10/01/20 | Participation
National Moot Court 2. Zenia lrani (4th B.A.LL.B.) &
Competition, Modern 3. Kayomard Irani (3“B.A.LL.B.) | 11/01/20
Law College
9. | Shri. Nanavati National | 1. Parth Lohia (3rd B.A.LL.B.) 16/01/20 | Participation
Moot, GLS Law College | 2. Nandini Prakash (3™ B.A.LL.B.)
3. Somya Gupta (3" B.A.LL.B.)
10. | K. K. Luthra Memorial 1. Nitika Duhan (4™ B.A.LL.B.) 17/01/20 | Participation
Moot Court Competition | 2. Ashish Shewale (3™ LL.B.) To
3. Aniruddha Purohit 19/01/20
(4" B.A.LL.B.)
D
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Level Moot Court
Competition

(5" B.A.LL.B.)
2. Sahil Ambre (5" B.A.LL.B.)
3. Yashodhan Chandurkar
(5" B.A.LL.B.)

11. | Late Shri. Vijay Chavan | 1. Kayomard Irani (E}mI B.A.LL.B.) |25/01/20 | Participation
Memorial Moot Court 2. Atharva Golwalkar
Competition (3" B.A.LL.B.)
3. Somya Sharma (3" B.A.LL.B.)
12. |Justice P.B. Sawant 1. Chaitanya Marne 31/01/20 | Runners Up
National Level Moot (5" B.A.LL.B.) To
Court Competition 2. Madhusudan Lahoti 02/02/20
(5'" B.A.LL.B.)
3. Rohan Gandhi (5" B.A.LL.B.)
13. | Shivaji Maratha Law 1. Kanika Adake (3" B.A.LL.B.) 08/02/20 | Participation
College 2. Siddhi Mehta (3" B.A.LL.B.)
3. Shefali Datrange (2" B.A.LL.B.)
14. | Law Vision 2020. 1. Tanya Agrawal (4" B.A.LL.B.) |13/02/20 | Quarter Finalist
Dr. Ambedkar Law 2. Akshita Aneja (4" B.A.LL.B.) To
College, Nagpur 3. Bhushan Bhadgale 16/02/20
(4" B.A.LL.B.)
15. | 5™ NLIU Justice 1. Aditya Bendre (4™ B.A.LL.B.) |20/02/20 | Participation
R.K.Tankha International | 2. Aswathy Roy (4" B.A.LL.B.) To
Arbitration Moot, 2020. | 3. Shubhankar Malegaonkar 24/02/20
(3" B.A.LL.B.)
4. Aditya Moghe (3" B.A.LL.B.)
16. | Smt. Kashibai Navale 1. Siddhanth Nikam 21/02/20 | Participation
National Moot Court (5" B.A.LL.B.) &
Competition, Sinhagad | 2. Preeti Gwalani (3" B.A.LL.B.) |22/02/20
Law College
17. |S.S. Maniyar 15" Moot | 1. Anushka Chakrawarthy 22/02/20 | Runners Up
Court Competition, (4" B.A.LL.B.) &
Jalgaon. 2. Savery Chaube (4" B.A.LL.B.) | 23/02/20
3. Esha Shedge (2" B.A.LL.B.)
18. |Y.C. Law College 1. Surbhi Agrawal (5™ B.A.LL.B.) | 24/02/20 | Runners Up
National Moot Court 2. Sahil Ambre (5" B.A.LL.B.) &
Competition 3. Yash Chavan (4" B.A.LL.B.) 25/02/20
19. | 5.B. Mohite 2" State 1. Chaitanya Hariharan 29/02/20 | Winners
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20. |3™S.B. Mhase Moot
Court Competition

1. Surbhi Agrawal (5" B.A.LL.B.)
2. Aditi Zambre (5" B.A.LL.B.) &

29/02/20 | Best Advocate
Best Memorial

3. Yash Chavan (4" B.A.LL.B.) | 01/03/20
21. |K.G.Shah School of Law, | 1. Siddharth Kaushik 07/03/20 | Winners
5™ National Moot Court | (4™ B.A.LLB.) &
Competition. 2. Anushka Chakravarthy 08/03/20

(4" B.A.LL.B.)
3. Hritika Jannawar
(2" B.A.LL.B.)

Yusuf National Moot
Court Competition, Law
Tryst, Jitendra Chauhan

College of Law, Mumbai.

22. | Lt.Adv.Igbal Mohammad | 1. Kanan Shah (4" B.A.LL.B.)
2. Aryan Rathod (4" B.A.LL.B.) To
3. Rahul Unecha (4" B.A.LL.B.)

13/03/20 | Runners Up
Best Speaker —
15/03/20 | Aryan Rathod

Placement Activity Annual Report

The placement cell started its activity in
academic year 2019-20 on 5% august,2019.
Till date, more than 70 students have
registered for the same. This year cell is open
for 3™ LLB and 5% BA LLB students and LLM
students. To start with, cell collected the CVs
of the students to form a comprehensive
database.

The aim of cell is to provide students with
diverse and successful placements.

With this goal cell has communicated to
following esteemed organizations-

Talekar and associates, Mumbai

GKD legal Pune

Bright leaf solutions, Pune

Delloitte, Pune

A guest lecture on career councelling (civil
services) and cracking the CLAT was arranged
on 25% January 2020, delivered by Adv. Priya
Gondhalekar.
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Faculty Co-ordinator : Asst. Prof. Pooja Deo

This year, a nodal authority named DES ISTP
(Incubation, Start-up, Training and
Placement)isinitiated at society level.

Placement cell is working in association with
this nodal authority.

Under this program, a HR meet was held on
2374 December, 2019 wherein 2 to 3
companies have shown interest to sign MoU
with our college, which would add feather in
our cap.

Also a grand event of inauguration of Start-Up
club was held on 15 January 2020, wherein
96 students from our college registered and
attended the program which encouraged
themtoventureinthisfield.

Cell is also working for betterment of
placement prospects of students and looking
forward to various on and off campus
opportunities for undergraduate as well as

post grad students. g—
A%
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National Service Scheme Annual Report

Following are the activities conducted and
participated by the volunteers of NSS in this
academicyear:

1.

A

Tree Plantation

Tree Plantation activity was organized in
collaboration with Fergusson College on
1% June 2019 in Fergusson College
Campus. Pune Municipal Corporation
Mayor Hon'ble Mukta Tilak was present
at the event. In this event, 250 trees
were planted by the students. As the
Government of Maharashtra is taking
initiative to raise the number of trees in
our state, this was our college's
contribution for the same as social
responsibility.

International Day of Yoga

International day of yoga is celebrated
on 21" June every year to spread
awareness about the importance and
effects of yoga on the health of the
people. The word 'yoga' is derived from
Sanskrit which means to join or to unite.
The Event was held in collaboration with
Sports Department. Pratish Yoga
Foundation's Pratish Sir enlightened the
students with importance of Yoga and
taught us various yoga positions.

Orientation of NSS volunteers

This academic year began with
orientation of NSS volunteers which was
organized on 22" July 2019. The
Students were informed about Regular

2019-20

NSS Program Officer : Dr. Sudhir Tarote
Faculty Co-ordinator-Asst. : Prof. Sonali Renuse
Student Co-ordinator : Mayur Dhatavkar

and Special activities to be conducted by
the NSS Unit for academic year 2019-20.

Eco Rangers Activity

NSS Unit had participated in Kirloskar
Vasundhara “Ramnadi Restoration
Mission”. 38 volunteers had registered
for activities of Environment Protection
in association with Kirloskar
Vasundhara. The College participated in
various activities which contributed in
keeping surrounding and environment
clean.

Tree Plantation and Care

On 22™ July 2019, tree plantation and
maintenance of previously planted trees
was organized. 41 volunteers took part
in this activity. 8 more plants were
planted on this day. Regular
maintenance of trees is being taken.

Deccan Education Society Founders Day
9" August 2019

Our parent organization Deccan
Education Society organized Founders
Day on 9" August 2019. NSS Unit had
coordinated the program and all the
arrangement regarding Founders Day
Event.

The NSS Unit actively participated in
decoration of the college campus in
collaboration with sports unit for
celebration of Independence Day as well
as Republic Day on 15" August 2019 and
26" January 2020 respectively.
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8.

10.

11.
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Sangli Flood Relief Camp.

The devastating monsoon affected many
places in Maharashtra among which
Sangliand Kolhapur were greatly affected,
mainly in the month of August. In order to
help out the affected families due to vast
devastation the volunteers provided
necessary help of cleaning the affected
places in Sangli from 15" August 2019 to
18" August 2019. It was very satisfactory
for us as we were able to provide with
some sort of help from our side.

Fit India Movement

National Sports Day is Celebrated every
Year on 29" of August, on the birthday of
Major Dhyan Chand, an exceptional
Indian sportsperson. The Fit India
Movement launched 29" August 2019.
The live screening of launch of Fit India
Movement took place. All students
recited the 'Fitness Pledge' and set out to
walk 10,000 steps on this day.

Road Safety and Signal Awareness
Activity 3" October 2019

As the safety of citizens on road is
important and the drivers should be
aware of the rules of safe driving, an
awareness activity was organized on 3"
October 2019. Students spread
awareness by showing posters and saying
slogans near Signals at Goodluck Chowk,
in front of Fergusson College Main Gate,
at Tukaram Maharaj Paduka Chowk and
at Dnyaneshwar Maharaj Paduka Chowk.
80 students took partin the activity.

Seven Days Winter Camp

The camp was organized on 14"
December 2019 to 21" December 2019in
collaboration with Fergusson College at

12.

13.

14.

Village Shive in Khed Taluka, Pune District.
Total 175 students from both the colleges
participated. Lectures for volunteers by
experts, brain storming activities,
interactive sessions and ground sports
were conducted. Volunteers did all the
work on their own in camp that teaches
them importance of self-dependency.
Community development projects like
cleanliness, surveys, watershed project,
home visits, etc. were done by the
volunteers in order to help out the people
with some of their problems.

Special Child School District Level Sports
Competition Volunteering 20 students
volunteered at the “Sanskar Pratisthan's”,
“Aditya Prangan Special Child School” to
help the school for preparation of
competition on 9" January 2020
organizing and helping to conduct District
Level Sports Competition for the specially
abled students on 10" January 2020. We
were amazed to see the enthusiasm and
interest of those students. There was real
passion in their eyes and they made us
realize the worth of numerous
opportunity we get and many of which we
don'tevenvalue.

Conference on Environmental Law

Conference on Environmental Law in
collaboration with Kirloskar — Vasundhara
was organized on 7" January 2020. The
various aspects of Environmental Law,
importance and relevant amendments
were discussed by Hon'ble Sheetal Babar
Ma'am and Hon'ble Supriya Dhangare
Ma'am.

Disaster Management Seminar

A seminar was organized on Disaster
Management on 20" January 2020.

)
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Professor Dandekar Sir conducted an
interactive session where a presentation
was made for the students. It served the
purpose of making students ready for
swift action in case of any natural
calamities.

Blood Donation Awareness

Blood Donation is extremely important
to save life of patients who need the
blood and an awareness program was
held by NSS unit in its regard. For
spreading awareness, 55 volunteers
raised slogans and held play cards in a
rally. Avery warm response was given by
citizens.

Blood Donation camp

Blood Donation Camp was organized by
our college on 22™ January 2020 in
association with Janakalyan Raktapedhi.
The camp was a huge success as total of
82 people approached. 33 bags of blood
were donatedin total.

A vermin-Compost pit in our college is
regularly under maintenance by the
volunteers of NSS. Thus, it can act as an
essential tool to replace the harmful
chemical fertilizers. This project has
beenstartedin 2017.

Legal Aid One Day Camp

Legal Aid department works to spread
awareness among people regarding the
legal matters. It also helps the people to
solve the legal issues to get the justice.
Legal Aid One Day Camp was organized
on 1% February 2020 at Meenatai
Thackray Vasahat, Maharshi Nagar,
Pune District. 30 students participated
in this camp. The students surveyed the

e
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whole area and asked peoples about the
problems which they were facing.
Students also gave them information
about various government schemes and
told them the benefits of all the
schemes. Faculty In Charge solved the
queries of peoples regarding their legal
matters.

Corona Virus Awareness 16" March
2020

Corona Virus which is also known as
COVID-19 has affected the world at large
and the consequences are now visible. It
has not only taken lives of people but
has also affected the world financially.
Corona Virus has been declared as a
Pandemic by World Health
Organization. Hence, it is extremely
important for us to spread awareness
about it. As the virus can be spread by
Human Contact, it is advised by the
administration to abstain from holding
any public gatherings. Hence we are
spreading the awareness by digital
means. The digital presentation consist
of an advisory and precautions which
should be taken by students and public
ingeneral.

Registration as NSS Warriors

NSS SPPU has created a portal for
supporting and managing work done by
NSS volunteers in fighting with COVID-
19. More than 50 volunteers from our
NSS unit have registered on this portal.

Family Survey and awareness to help
fight COVID-19

Our volunteers collected data of more
than 175 families and inform them
about precautionary measures, safety
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measures and about Arogya Setu App to
fight with COVID-19.

Many volunteers are still collecting this
dataand uploadingitonthe web portal.

22. ArogyaSetuApp

Government of India recommended this
application to update and check on
covid-19 status in our country and our
surrounding as well. As appeal was
made by Hon'ble PM Shri Narendra
Modi and required by NSS SPPU, all our
volunteers downloaded the Arogya Setu
appandusingitregularly.

23. NSSWarrior Virtual Wari—Harit Wari

Due to Covid-19, this year wari was not
possible so, NSS SPPU had organized
Virtual Wari, during 29" June to 04" July,
2020. NSS volunteers participated in it
by tree plantation and posting their
participation on NSS portal. 24
volunteers of our college participated in
this activity enthusiastically and planted
trees in their nearby areas. NSS
volunteers also donated more than 50
saplings to the ZP schools in their
respective villages.

Legal Aid Centre Annual Report

The Deccan Education Society's Shri.
Navalmal Firodia Law College has established
a Legal Centre that aims at creating legal
awareness amongst the member of the
community. It carries out a number of
activities to achieve its aims. It engages in
counselling sessions, conducts legal aid
camps; hold legal awareness campaigns, etc.

Mrs. Sonali Renuse is the faculty in charge of
the Legal Aid Centre. The Student
coordinators are Nihal Kumar Singh (IV B.A
LL.B), Mayur Dhatavkar (lll B.A LL.B) and
Raunak Nenwani (l1B.A. LL.B).

The academic year 2019-20 witnessed few
activities, though it performance was largely
affected; in the first half by the rain and later
by the outbreak of pandemic corona.

Few activities of the Centre are mentioned
below:

1) Counselling: The centre offers counseling
services every Monday and Thursday in a
week. The center had 3 cases this
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academicyear, two were new and one was
a follow up matter. The cases were relating
to divorce and maintenance. The clients
were guided accordingly.

2) One Day Legal Aid Camp: On 1°* of
February 2020, one day legal aid was
conducted in Meenatai Thackray Vasahat,
Maharshi Nagar, Pune. 30 students from
college participated in the camp. Students
conducted a survey of few households to
find out if people were aware of the
governmental schemes. The survey
revealed that most of them were unaware
of such benefits. Students briefed them
about some schemes and also asked them
to contact the counselling centre for any
legal assistance.

The Legal Aid Centre tries to inculcate in
students a sense of social responsibility
towards the community. It makes them aware
about the practical facets of law too. They get
good practical exposure by such initiatives.

)
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Students' Welfare Cell Annual Report

Student Development Officer: Dr. Priya Dhanokar-Chopde

Education is not preparation for Life;
Education is Life itself.

John Dewey

We believe not only in producing
professionals but in producing such lawyers,
who will contribute in building an egalitarian
society through their multidimensional and
multifaceted endeavors. All the policies of
our institution are always student centric.
Taking one step ahead on the same line, from
the current academic year, a Students'
Welfare Cell is established in our college as
per the guidelines of Savitribai Phule Pune
University.

Dr. Priya Dhanokar-Chopde is appointed as
the Students' Welfare Officer of the college.
The cell mainly works for the cause of
students' welfare and supervises various
development activities conducted at the
institute level for students. The cell aims at
nurturing the mental, physical and cultural
growth of college students so as to improve
their overall personality, which will help in
imbibing the social sense and responsibility
amongst the students. In order to achieve
this aim, the Students' Welfare Cell co-
ordinates with other existing departments
and assist in organization of varied events and
activities for the over all growth of the college
students.

The cell generally works under the directions
and guidelines of the Students' Welfare Board
of the Savitribai Phule Pune University. One of

A
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the important tasks undertaken by the cell is
to start and implement the 'Karmaveer
Bhaurao Patil Earn and Learn Scheme'. Few
meritorious, interested and needy students
joined the scheme. As per the scheme, the
students work for maximum three hours a day
and they get remuneration for their work as
per the university norms. It helps to imbibe a
work culture and respect for any kind of work
in the minds of students. It also creates a
sense of responsibility among the students.

Usually, the cell functions in co-ordination
with other cells or departments of the
institution. In association with the Club
Asthetica, the Students Welfare Cell has
conducted a 'Poetry Recitation Competition'
as a part of celebration of Marathi Bhasha
Samvardhan Pandharwada. Selected
students were awarded with the prizes at
inaugural ceremony of the club Asthetica.
Adv. Saurabh Deshpande who has authored
the Marathi Verse translation of Indian
Constitution as 'Gyanbachi Rajyaghatana’
was called as the Chief Guest for the
inauguration of this club and to felicitate the
winners of this competition. One another
activity of the cell as a part of celebration of
'Marathi Bhasha Samvardhan Pandharwada’
was in association with college library. It was
through the 'Exhibition of Marathi
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Collection' available in our library. The said
exhibition received a huge response from the
students.

The Students' Welfare Cell also celebrated
the 'Lokshahi Samvardhan Pandharwada’
during 26" January, 2020 to 9" February.
Some activities conducted on accord of the
same were Celebration of the Republic Day
on 26" January in the college, recitation of the
Pledge on the occasion of Republic Day,
display of a copy of the Constitution of India
in the library for students. In addition to this,
few students of our college had prepared the
posters regarding awareness of voters and
promotion of Democracy and conducted a
rally for spreading awareness of the same.

Further, the Students' Welfare Cell also
assisted the Internal Committee of the
college, in organization of Panel Discussion
on the “Sexual Harassment of Women at

Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and
Redressal) Act, 2013. "A panel of
distinguished dignitaries including lawyers,
members of police departments, NGO etc.
was invited to address the students regarding
various perspectives of the said Act. All the
members of the panel shared their first hand
experience in their respective fields so as to
make the students understand the provisions
of the Act and its implementation procedure
and like.

In this way, various activities and events are
organized by different departments and clubs
in the college for developing overall
personality of the students. In addition to this,
the Students Welfare Cell works for
implementing various directions and circulars
of the University in regard to enriching the
personality and overall well being of the
students.

Environment Cell

TRAFFIC AWARENESS PROGRAMME 2019
“ALERT TODAY- ALIVE TOMORROW”

The students of the Environment Cell
conducted a “Traffic Awareness
Programme” on 3" October 2019 at
Goodluck Chowk and Main Gate on
Fergusson College Road, Pune.

The awareness programme was organized by
the college due to increasing traffic and its
hazardous impact on lives of people. The
students displayed various posters with
slogans promoting traffic rules and its
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Faculty Coordinator : Asst Prof. Sandip Borse

importance. The students tried conveying the
importance of following traffic rules and
wearing helmet during the awareness rally.

The students were accompanied by Asst.
Professor Sandip Borse at the rally. The
students were also supported by the traffic
police on duty on Fergusson College road. The
students participated enthusiastically. And
tried reaching maximum people and telling
them the importance of following traffic
rules. To conclude this was programme held
by our college considering importance of

social values.
Qa%g
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Sports Department Annual Report

Faculty Co-ordinator : Asst. Prof. Sandip Borse and
Asst. Prof. Saurabh Jadhav

Ours is a college that emphasises on sports
and physical activities just as much as it does
on academics. We believe that sporting
activities complement the intellectual
growth of a human being like nothing else. In
pursuance of this, we, at DES’s Shri. Navalmal
Firodia Law College, strive to encourage
participation in sports to the fullest possible
extent.

This year, we participated in several state,
national and international level tournaments
carrying a variety of difficulties and
challenges. However, our students always
faced the heat and still stood tall. We
relentlessly continued to broaden our
horizons, push our limits and enhance our
abilities through the class 3D philosophy —
dedication, discipline and determination.

The Department owes the credit of this
wonderful philosophy to none other than our
very own Asst. Prof. Sandip Borse and Asst
Prof Saurabh Jadhav, who showered us with
their love and blessings all throughout the
year.

A team, no matter how strong, will never
achieve true success if it lacks a capable
leader. A direct personification of this is our
beloved Sports Representative, Mr. Digvijay
Shinde and his team of Co-opted Members,
Miss. Shubhada Chondekar and Mr.
Prathamesh Paithankar and Sports dedicated
Co-ordinators, Mr. Angad Gill and Miss.
Naushin Tamboli.

This year, the Sports Department appointed
the Chief Coordinators for each sports as
follows:

SPORTS COMMITTEE

Sports Representative Digvijay Shinde
Prathamesh Paithankar (Co-opted)
Shubhada Chondekar (Co-opted)

SPORTS CO-ORDINATORS 2019-20

Sr.| Game Name

1. Hockey (Boys)

Hockey (Girls)

Digvijay Shinde
Mayur Dhatavkar
Heena Choudhary
Nandini Prakash
Rajlaxmi Nimbalkar

2. Football (Boys)

Football (Girls)

NP WNhNRERIWwNEDNDRE

Chaitanya Marne
Kritish Bhandary
Aditya Nair
Tanveen Gill
Naushin Tamboli

A
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Sr.

Game

Name

Cricket (Boys)

Cricket (Girls)

Angad Gill
Abhishekh Trivedi
Kayomard Irani
Nihal Singh

Anshita Singh
Pragati Lad
Soumya Sharma

Badminton (Boys)

Badminton (Girls)

Akshay Yadwendra
Pratik Patil

Revati Devasthale
Taniya Shah

Kabbadi (Boys)

Kabbadi (Girls)

Kshitij Devkhile
Aniket Shitole
Sandesh Darade
Akash Kaniche
Shweta Sinha
Sakshi Mehta
Deeksha Dev Singh

Basketball (Boys)

Basketball (Girls)

Abhijit Jadhav
Atharv Patil
Raj Shinde
Pinnakin Surve
Zenia lrani

Throw ball

Esha Shedge
Azha Igbal
Swati Raghuwanshi

Carrom

Rushikesh Mahankale
Atharva More

Chess

Chess (Girls)

Prathamesh Paithankar
Yashodhan Chandorkar
Shubhada Chondekar

10.

Athletics (Boys)
Athletics (Girls)

Prathamesh Paithankar
Ritika Shilimkar

11.

Swimming (Boys)

Angad Gill
Prathmesh Mandhare
Vijay Borse

WNPEPIPRPIPENEINEPIWONEINEWNDNEIWNE B WNE INEDNRE WD E B WwN R
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Sr. | Game Name
Swimming (Girls) 1. Zenialrani
2. Nandini Prakash
12. | Shooting 1. Akash Kaniche
13. | Volleyball (Boys) 1. Digvijay Shinde
2. Abhishekh Lokhande
3. Sanjay
Volleyball (Girls) 1. Pranoti Shete
14. | Weight Lifting 1. Mandar Gate
15. | Wrestling 1. Sandesh Darade
16. | Table Tennis (Boys) 1. Rohan Gandhi
Table Tennis (Girls) 1. Shubhada Chondekar
17. | Tug of war (Boys) 1. Aniket Shitole
2. Abhijeet Shilamkar
3. Nakshatra
4. Sahil Narote
Tug of war (Girl’s) 1. Shubhada Chondekar
18. | Kho Kho 1. Shushant Thorve

The feats and achievements of our Sports Department are far too many to capture in a few words.
However, a humble attempt can definitely be made:

SPIRITUS (NLSIU, BANGALORE)

This national inter-law college event is annually hosted by one of the best law schools in our
nation, NLSIU Bangalore. We sent a contingent of 48 students and participated in a variety of

sports and made brought laurels to the institute.

Name of Event Name of Sports

Results

Football
Basketball
Shotputbagged
Swimming
Athletics
Kabaddi
Badminton
Chess
Gaming
Tug of War
Volleyball
Carrom

Spiritus (National Level)

Athletics Boys
Prathamesh Paithankar
2 Golds and 1 Silver Medal

Swimming Boys
Angad Gill
bagged 1 Silver Medal.

Football
Boys Team Secured 1°* Position.
Girls Team Secured 2" Position.

2019-20
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Hockey Badminton
Table Tennis Boys Team Secured 1%t Position.
Throwball
Shot Put
Pranoti Shete
bagged 1 Bronze Medal.

SAVITRIBAI PHULE PUNE UNIVERSITY

Name of Event Name of Sports | Results
SPPU Inter-Collegiate Football Revati Devasthale
Basketball Won university West Zone Badminton
Athletics Championships Silver medal at all India
University, Dec 2019
Badminton Represented Pune university at Khelo India
Cricket games 2020, Bhuvaneshwar
Volleyball
Carrom Pranoti Shete
Table Tennis Participated in All India Inter University held at
Cricket Kurukshetra University, Haryana.
Power lifting
Gymnastic RamaSane
Selected for National Level All India University
competitionsto

be held at Amritsar in Artistic Gymnastics category

Prathamesh Paithankar

AllIndia University Games Athletics.
Participated in 200mtrs and 400mtrs.
University intercollegiate games
200mtrs- Silver

400mtrs- Gold

University Zonals.

200mtrs-Silver

400mtrs- Silver.

Devashree Jadhavrao
Inter-college-2"place
University-2" place

Mandar Gate
1%tin District Power lifting Competition and
selected for Zonals.

)
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Our local rivals, ILS Law College hosted a national level inter-law college sports fest where we

KREEDANGAN (ILS LAW COLLEGE), PUNE

emerged as the

team with the highest medal tally.

Name Of Event

Name of Sport

Results

Kreedangan
(National level)

Throwball Girls Team bagged Gold Medals.
Volleyball Girls Team bagged Silver Medals.
Basketball Boys Team bagged Gold Medals.
Football Girls Team bagged Gold Medals.
Boys Team bagged Silver Medals.
Carrom Sushant Thorve bagged Silver Medal.

Table Tennis

Shubhada Chondekar bagged Gold Medal in Singles.

Shubhada Chondekar and Yash Bhargava Bagged
Silver Medals in Mixed Doubles.

Player Of the Tournament

Aarya Karpe (Football)

MIT MITSOM
Sports Name Results
Table Tennis Shubhada Chondekar | Gold

ARMED FORCES MEDICAL COLLEGE, PUNE

Name of Event

Name

Results

Athletics

Prathamesh Paithankar

3 Gold Medals and 1 Silver Medal.

SYMBHAV, SLS, PUNE

Name of Event Name of Sports Results
Table Tennis Shubhada Chondekar |1°* Place
PINNACLE
Sport Name Results
Badminton Akshay Yadvendra and |1°t Place
(Men’s Doubles) Pratik Patil.
LAWSKETS

This year was the 3™ edition of our newly founded intra-college state level basketball
tournament. This year, everything was bigger and better than last year. The number of
participating teams from 8 to over 125, level of competition and degree of difficulty. This
behemoth of an event was very carefully planned by our Sport Department and orchestrated
with remarkable zeal and passion for the sport. The results of the competition were as follows:

A
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The achievers in the various events are enlisted below:

Sport Rank College Co-ordinator
Cricket Winner JSPM Angad Gill
Runner Up Sinhagad College Siddhartha Patil
Nihal Singh
Kayomard Irani
Football (Boys) Winner Indira College Aditya Nair
Runner Up Vishwakarma Omkar Desai
Football (Girls) Winner DES SNFLC Naushin Tamboli
Runner Up PICT Tanveen Gill
Badminton (Boys) Winner FC Akshay Yadawendra
Runner Up DES SNFLC Pratik Patil
Venkatesh Shinde
Badminton (Girls) Winner BVP Taniya Shah
Runner Up DES SNFLC
Table Tennis (Boys) | Winner Sinhagad College Yash Bhargava

Table Tennis (Girls)

Winner Runner Up

Symbiosis College

Shubhada Chondekar

Runner Up DES SNFLC
Kabbadi Winner Abasaheb Garware Kshitij Devkhile
Runner Up S.P College Sandesh Darade
Basketball (Boys) Winner Wadia College Venkatesh Shewale
Runner Up Indira College
Basketball (Girls) Winner FCB Pinakin Survezenia
Runner Up MCC Irani Rajlaxmi
Nimbalkar Shefali
Datrangeesha Shedge
Volleyball (Boys) Winner TMV Digvijay Shinde
Runner Up Vishwakarma Sanjay Jhakad
Volleyball (Girls) Winner Modern College Pranoti Shete
Runner Up DES SNFLC Shreeya Haridas
Chess Winner MMCC Prathamesh
Runner Up FC Paithankar
Carrom Winner PVG Sushant Thorve
Runner Up PVG Atharva More
Pubg (Solo) Winner Shubham Sane Prathamesh Mandhre
Runner Up
D
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CORE COMMITTEE

Abhijeet Shilamkar
Nihal Kumar Singh
Sandesh Darade
Prathmesh Mandhare
Mayur Dhatavkar

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF YOGA

Yoga is a light which once lit will never dim.
The better you practice, the better the flame.

The 21t of June is celebrated as Yoga day
globally. An international day for yoga was
declared unanimously by the United Nations
General Assembly (UNGA). Yoga is a physical,
mental and spiritual practice originated in
India. The yoga Day was incepted in 2015.

Yoga is not just doing some body- twisting
postures- it is experiencing the union of the
body, mind and breath. It is enjoying peace
of mind.

Deccan Education Society’s Shri. Navalmal
Firodia Law College had organized a session
of Yoga in the college premises on this
occasion of this International Day of Yoga on
21°* June, 2019. The college was honored
with Pratish Mule Sir and Snehal Kulkarni
Ma’am asthe guests for the said session.

Naushin Tamboli,
Shivam Walekar,
Digvijay Shinde,
Mayur Dhatavkar

Main Co-ordinators of
FitIndia Movement

SPECIAL ACHIEVERS
Revati Devasthale (Badminton)

1. Represented India at world university
games for 2 consecutive years at Chinese
Taipei and Malaysia.

A
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2. Represented India at Asian youth games,
Taiwan.

3. Won university West Zone Badminton
Championships, Kota 25-30 November
2019

2. Silver medal at all India University,
December 2019

3. Represented Pune university at Khelo
India games 2020, Bhuvaneshwar.

Pranoti Shete (Volleyball)

1) Participating in intercollegiate volleyball
tournament (women) 19-20 got selected
forinterzonal volleyball championship

2) Participated and won 1% place in Inter
Zonals Volleyball Championship at
Baramati

3) Got selected in the Savitribai Phule Pune
University Volleyball team and
represented West Zone Volleyball
Championship at Rajsthan

4) Secured 2" position ( Silver Medal) in
West Zone Inter University Womens
Volleyball tournament Banswara
Rajsthan.

5) Participated in All India Inter University
held at Kurukshetra University, Haryana

6) Received Bronze medal at 23"¢
Maharashtra Inter- University Sports meet
Krida Mahotsav 2019-2020 at Solapur
(Ashwamedh)

7) Secured 3™ position in Shotput at Spiritus
Banglore

8) Secured 1°* place (Gold medal) in Senior
Women Maharashtra state Volleyball
championship held at Nagpur

9) Participated in invitational tournament
19-20achieved 3 gold and 2 silver
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10) Inter Collegiate Tournament :-
1) Lawskets  : Volleyball - 2" place
2) Vedanta : Volleyball - 1°* place
3) Kreedangan : Volleyball - 2" place
Throwball - 1%t place

Rama Sane (Artistic Gymnastics)

1) Achievements- 8 times National
Gymnastics Player (Represented
Maharashtra)

2) All-round 2"¢ in District level Artistic
Gymnastics University competitions.

3) All-round 2"¢ in Zonal Level Artistic
Gymnastics University competitions
(heldin Pravranagar)

4) Selected for National Level All India
University competitions to be held at
Amritsar in Artistic Gymnastics category.

Devashree Jadhavrao (Powerlifting)

1) Districtlevel (powerlifting)-gold medalist

2) Statelevel (powerlifting) -gold medalist

3) Participated in national level powerlifting
championship

4) Inter-college-2"place

5) University-2"dplace

Prathamesh Paithankar (Athletics)

1. All India University Games Athletics.
Participated in
200mtrs and 400mtrs.

2. Spiritus law nationals.
200mtrs- Gold
400mtrs- Gold
4*100m- silver.

3. Ashwamedh Krida Mahotsav.
Participated in 200m and 400mtrs.
200mtrs - 4" place.

4. 69" Maharashtra State Senior Athletics
Championship.

| 52|

Participated in 200mtrs.

5. Opens District Athletics meet.
200mtrs- Bronze

6. University intercollegiate games

200mtrs- Silver
400mtrs- Gold

7. University Z onals.
200mtrs- Silver
400mtrs- Silver.

8. AFMC MEET.
100mtrs - Gold.
200mtrs - Gold.
400mtrs - Gold.

Shubhada Chondekar (Table Tennis)

1) Participated in state table tennis
tournamentin Nagpur.

2) Participated in state table tennis
tournamentin Mumbai.

3) Represented Pune district is table tennis
state championship held at Balewadi,
Pune

4) Won bronze in womens state table tennis
championship 2019 held at Balewadi

5) Won one gold and onessilver in Kreedangan
(ILS)

6) WongoldatMIT

7) Won gold at Symbhav (Symbiosis law
school fest)

Mandar Gate (Powerlifting)

1%t in District Powerlifting Competition and

selected for Zonals.

Pinakin Surve (Basketball)

1) Represented Pune (PDBA) at Brahmapuri
(state tournament)

2) Got selected for streetball, a semi
professional league held at Mumbai.

Teamname-HOTSTEPPERS.

Position-first place.

)
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Cultural Activity Annual Report

Faculty Co-ordinators: Asst. Prof. Janhavi Ghodke, Asst. Prof. Megha Deshmukh
Student Co-ordinators: Suraj Gurav, Atharva Bangale

“Creative thinking inspires ideas,
and ideas inspire change’.

Progress of any institution as well as students
depends on practices undertaken by
students in every possible sphere. Academic
excellence gets flourished with creative
insight. We, as Deccan Education Society’s
Shri. Navalmal Firodia Law College, Pune not
only flaunt various quotes but also first
practice it, make it our habit and then
inculcate it in generations. One of the tools
which is used to make students understand
the society better and promote their inbuilt
leadership skills and various other artistic
guotientsis “Cultural Activities”

From the day of inception itself DES SNFLC is
known for its creative student’s, their
achievements and their excellence in various
creative skills. We here have always
promoted it and helped them to achieve
highsin the creative fields too.

To name few from the previous academic
year are prestigious competitions such as,
Purushottam Karandak, Firodia Karandak,
Malhar, Symbhav etc.

It is a team effort of all our students and the
faculties that have contributed life long
memories for us. It’s not only when they
practiced for drama, dance or other
competitions but efforts taken by them to get
the perfection are creditable. Students
enthusiastically participated in workshops
etc. organised for them. There was a great

-

coordination among senior students and
newcomers. From the very beginning we
have got enthusiastic participation in various
competitions.

Once again, ourstudents have proved
themselves and their capabilities. Few of
their astonishing contributions are
mentioned as follows:

“Purushottam Karandak”

Purushottam Karandak, being one of the
most prestigious theatre competitions in the
country; it is seen as pedestal in the life
artists. We can see number of finest artist
from Marathi and Hindi industry are the
product of this competition. It is indeed a
movement of great pride to participate in this
competition every year.

Names of the participants and their
contributions in this years’ competition as
follows:

e SurajGurav: Writer

e Virajas Odhekar : Writer/ Director

e GayatriDatar: Lights

e Atharva Patil: Music

e TaniyaShah:Student Representative
e VipulGunjal: Acting

e TejasTare:Acting

e Zenialrani: Acting

e AmeyaGhodajkar: Acting

e SomyaSharma:Acting
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e Meghana Gaikwad: Acting
e Azalgbal:Acting

e RashiOswal: Acting

e Ritika Shilimkar: Acting

e Devashree Dixit: Acting

“Firodiya Karandak”

Firodiya Karandak is one of the oldest and
prestigious competitions in Pune. It is a
platform showcasing a variety of art forms
together in a play. After a long gap of five
years we this year participated in this
competition. And | here take a pride to say,
even after this long interval not only our
students performed really well but one of our
student Suraj Sigh Baghele won the “Best
Singer” award for primary round. It was a
great learning experience and offer to
budding artists.

e SurajGurav

e Simran Mutalik

e Devashree Dhopeshwarkar
e Virajas Odhekar

e PranjaliBawne

e VijayBorse

e Omkar Padalkar

e SurajSingh Baghele

e PalakWahal

e Vipul Gunjal

e Abhishek Tapkir

e Yashodhan Chandurkar
e RianTambat

e AtharvaBangale

e Akhilesh Kakde

e AmeyGhodaskar

e PriyadarshaniGharat

e ParthBarsode

e Meghana Gaikwad

e ShivaniParmar
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e AnushkalJunnarkar
e Atharva Patil

e TejasTare

e SejalDugad

e AnkitaBoratem
“MALHAR 2019”

It is a prestigious event held at St. Xavier’s
College, Mumbai. Our students not only have
been participating in this event from some
time now, but also they are winning titles like
pro. For past two years now DES SNFLC’s team
is winning the title of “TOP 5 CONTINGENT
TEAM”,

Followingis alist of our participants:
GROUP DANCE —(Bollywood)

e RajlaxmiNimbalkar
e PranjaliBawane
Atharva Bangale
Shefali Datarange
Rigved Shukla

e EeshaShedge

e AdilSabuwala

e AlabhyaSharma

CLASSICAL DANCE -

e PranjaliBawane
e RajlaxmiNimbalkar
e Shivaranjani Deshpande

SOLO SINGING-

¢ Nandini Gadgil
CREATIVE WRITING-
e SaviGadge

Event Co-Ordinator—
e AtharvaBangale
“VEDANT 2019”

Vedant is an event hosted by BJ Medical
College. This year our team not only

)
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participated in number of events but could
secure runner up place in fashion show.

LIST OF EVENTS-
FASHION SHOW (Runner Up)

e AtharvaBangale

e NihalSingh

e SaviGadge

e AkshayYadwendra
e AvantikaSharma

e GayatriDatar

e Virajas Odhekar

e UmangSatija

e AmeyaGhodajkar
e Devashree Dixit
Painting—

e Jayesh Gaikwad
SOLO DANCE -

e ShivranjaniDeshpande
Solo Singing—

e NandaniGadgil
Poetry—

e NihalKumarSingh
“Symbhav 2020”

Symbhav is an event Hosted by Symbiosis Law
college. It was held in the month of March.
This time our college secured Runner Up’s
position in Fashion show.

Fashion Show:

Name of Paticipants—
Atharva Bangale-Theme

e SaloniGaikwad- Costumes
e PranavBora

e Prathamesh Mandhare

e Abhishek Tapkir

e Ameya Ghodajkar

e HeenaParariya

A
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e Vishwesh Shukla
e GayatriDatar

e UrjaNeurgaonkar
e Sheetal Thorat

e NihalSingh
e Aartilain

e AasthaBhatt
Mono Acting-

e TejasTare

Creative Writing-

- Swastik Madake

“VIDHIRANGA”

Singing-

e SurajSingh Baghele

Towards the end of every year we also
conduct a super enthusiastic, creative
college fest called “Indradhanush”. No one
can think of their college days without
festival and no festival can be a success
without its volunteers. We DES SNFLC have
always been blessed to have all these
enthusiastic souls. This year too wasn’t the
exception. It won’t be exaggeration if | say
that none of the above-mentioned events
could be success without cooperation and
proper coordination of all segments of the
college. Cultural Committee of students need
special appreciation.

e SurajGurav(5"yearB.A.LL.B.)

e AtharvaBangale (4" yearB.A. LL.B.
e PranjaliBawane (3" yearB.A.LL.B.)
e VirajasOdhekar (5" yearB.A.LL.B.)
e Meghana (5" yearB.A.LL.B.)

e Jayesh(5"yearB.A.LL.B.)

e Prajakta Pawar (5"year B.A.LL.B.)
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Committee members have started
preparation for the fest. However, due to
pandemic situation of COVID 19 we couldn’t
celebrate the same. This decision too was
taken voluntarily by our students
unanimously. This not only shows their
understanding and maturity but their good
conscience. And we DES family are proud of
them.

Our student’s positive and enthusiastic
approach has not laid them back and they

come up with brilliant idea of giving
e-farewell to passing out batch and they
really brought all memories together.

In every appalling situation positivity keeps
us high. We witnessed enthusiastic
participation of students where they
received some awards as well as
appreciation. It is important to recognise the
fact of what we got through this process i.e.
discovery of new talents and leaders of
tomorrow for the department.

Study Tour Department Annual Report

Bombay High Court Visit

Faculty Co-ordinators : Dr. Sudhir Tarote, Asst. Prof. Madhura Apte, Asst. Prof. Mohd. Zama

A study tour to Bombay High Court’s principal
bench at Mumbai was organised by the
college on 18/02/2020. This year, a team of
22 students had participated in it along with
Asst. Prof. Madhura Apte & Asst. Prof. Mohd.
Zama. The objective of the study tour was to
give a valued field exposure and a glimpse of
Bombay High Courtin session.

We boarded Deccan Queen at 7 AM from
Pune Station and reached Bombay High
Courtataround 10:45 AM.

After reaching the court, we interacted with
Senior Adv. Udaykumar Warunjikar in the
museum of Bombay High Court. He explained
us the basic structure of the court working
and also enlightened us about the structural
specialties of the Court building. He also
shared the information about various courts
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Student Co-ordinator : Nihal Kumar Singh

in session on that day and how one should
conduct oneself while in the Court. In the
museum, we also saw the various original
Charters issued by the Queen and original
Court registers used by English Judges. We
then attended various court proceedings and
observed the way courts are conducted.
According to their interest students chose the
courts for observation. Post lunch, we also
visited the historic central court room where
the famous trial of Lokmanya Bal Gangadhar
Tilak was held.

We were amazed to see the magnificent
architecture of the building.

Although we couldn’t get enough of the place,
we left Mumbai by Deccan Queen to Pune
with our hearts full of encouragement.
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College Magazine, “Swa DES” Annual Report

Every year, our college publishes an annual
magazine named “Swa-DES.”It is a theme
based magazine and consists of
contributions mainly from college students,
alumni, faculty and non-teaching staff as
well. The work of collection of all the
contributions and other data plus publication
is co-ordinated by faculty and a group of
selected students. For this academic year,
Dr. Priya Dhanokar-Chopde and Asst. Prof.
PoojaJoshi were the faculty co-ordinators for
the same. Work for accomplishing the task of
Swa-DES publication started with the
constitution of an editorial board. It consists
of principal, faculty in-charge and students
selected through interview.

One of the unique features of Swa-DES is
that, it is a theme based magazine. Usually,
we encourage the students to suggest theme
of the magazine. This year, some of the
themes suggested by students were,
'Changing face of the Law, Changing face of
the Country, Role of Youth in Politics, Wave of
Democratic Dictators, Philosophical Ideals:
India Today' etc. All the themes suggested by
students are discussed in the faculty meeting
for further suggestion and modifications if
necessary. Keeping in view the
heterogeneous group of our college students
like, students from law, pre-law, business
administration and post graduate
department, it was decided to have some
generalized and broad based theme for
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Faculty Co-ordinator: Dr. Priya Dhanokar-Chopde,

Asst. Prof. Pooja Joshi

college magazine. Thus, finally a theme of this
year's college magazine was decided as “India
Today: Breaking Taboos.”

We encouraged students to contribute for the
magazine by providing some sub-themes like,
Socio-Legal Changes, Traditional and Cultural
Challenges, Impact of Science and
Technology, Ethical/ Moral issues, Judicial
Approach, Face of India at Global Level etc.
Mainly, all the contributions are encouraged
based on theme however, the editorial board
also allowed students to make any
contributions other than theme of the
magazine. Some of such contributions were
legal and some were non-legal, poems, free
verses, sketches, paintings, photographs etc.
Students were permitted to submit their
contributions to the college magazine in
English, Marathi or Hindi.

In addition to such students' contributions,
we inter alia publish contributions from our
alumni, annual reports of various events and
activities organized in the academic year by
different departments and clubs, their
photos, individual activities of the faculty and
like. Editorial board reserves a right for
selection of contributions received by it.

After Collection of whole data of the college
magazine, concern faculty co-ordinate with
the printer as allotted by our parent society
for further technicalities like, designing,
arranging, preparation of soft copy and
printing.
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This year unfortunately, due to the outbreak
of COVID19 pandemic and consequent lock
down, some of the activities, photos, events
were not possible to be conducted and
incorporated in the magazine. However, the
editorial board had endeavored to provide

balanced coverage and a representative mix
of opinions of all. The editorial board is
grateful to Adv. Nitin Apte, Chairman CDC,
Dr. Rohini Honap, Principal, all the faculty,
office and library staff as well as all the
students for their support and contribution.

Report of Orientation Programme

Orientation of 1" B.A. LL.B & 1" B.B.A.LL.B & Inauguration of 1" B.B.A.LL.B

With a view to give our newly admitted
students, an insight into the glorious history
of our parent organization -Deccan Education
Society, various college departments and
activities, we had organized an orientation
program for I B.A. LL.B and I" B.B.A. LL.B
students on 16/11/2019 at Kundanmal
Firodia Auditorium.

We were honoured to have Smt. Vaijayanti
Joshi, Former Principal, ILS Law College as our
chief guest and Adv. Nitin Apte, Chairman,
CDC—-DESSNFLCwho graced this occasion.

The program started with the lighting of the
lamp, followed by recital of the Saraswati
Vandana.

After the formal welcome address and
felicitation of the chief guest, our Hon'ble
Principal Dr. Rohini Honap addressed the

Faculty Coordinator : Asst. Prof. Madhura Apte

students gathering. Students were given a
glimpse about various college departments
and their respective faculty coordinators,
newly established cells, certificate courses,
clubs, attendance policy, Earn and Learn
Scheme etc.

The orientation program was followed by
inauguration of B.B.A. LL.B program. It is a
matter of great pride as our college is the
pioneer law college in SPPU to have started
this course.

Our esteemed chief guest also shared her
words of wisdom with our students, followed
by an encouraging address by our college
chairman.

The program was concluded by recital of the
Pasaydan.

Where you find the laws most numerous,
there you will find also the greatest injustice

Arcesilaus
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Report of Induction Programme for 1°* LL.B Students

Induction Programmes aim at creating a
sense of belongingness amongst the new
entrants. The purpose of induction
programme is to help new students adjust
and feel comfortable in a totally new
atmosphere. The whole purpose of such
programmes is to inculcate in students the
ethos and culture of the institution,
institutional policies, processes etc.

Accordingly a Student Induction programme
was organized on 6" December, 2019 for the
students of 1* LL.B. Dr. Rohini Honap,
Principal, DES Shri. Navalmal Firodia Law
College and Adv. Nitin Apte, Chairman,
College Development Committee were
present for the Induction Programme.

Dr. Rohini Honap delivered the welcome
address. She welcomed the students to the
DES family. She briefed them about the great
culture and heritage of the Deccan Education
Society. She provided information about
college policies, rules, regulations and
various activities in the college. She informed
students about the various cells and
departments the college has established over
a period of years like Moot Court Society,
Debate Society, Cultural as well a Sports
Department, National Service Scheme, Legal
Aid Centre, Placement Cell, Study Tour
Department, Legal Research Cell, Guest
Lecture and Seminar Department, Art and
Literary Club, Legal History Club, Internal
Committee, Paripoorti- Women's Study Cell.
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Faculty Coordinator : Asst. Prof. Sonali Renuse

She mentioned in detail the activities, their
faculty in-charge and object and purpose of
the same. The objective was to make students
aware about various cells and departments as
well as their working. She made students
aware about the various diplomas available in
the College.

Adv. Nitin Apte, Chairman, College
Development Committee also addressed the
students. He enlightened the students with
his motivational speech about the do's and
dont's in the legal profession. He shared his
experience as to how a student of law can
sharpen oneslegalacumen.

Dr. Madhushree Joshi, Class Teacher, 1% LL.B
concluded the programme by sharing a poem
“Koshish Karnewalo Ki Kabhi Haar Nahi Hoti”.

Induction Programme thus was successful in
creating abond between the students and the
faculty members.

USING
LATIN
PHRASES
TO LOOK
SMART
IS MY
MODUS
OPERANDI
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Women's Study Cell Annual Report

“Paripoorti”
(A Quest Towards Completeness...)

Faculty Co-ordinators : Dr. Priya Dhanokar, Dr. Aishwarya Kadam

“Genuine equality means not treating everyone the same,
but attending equally to everyone's different needs.”

- Terry Eagleton, A Veteran British Literary Theorist

The quote mentioned above is aptly
applicable to our intention behind
establishment of Womens' Study Cell, named
'Paripoorti.' of our college. 'Paripoorti' simply
reflects a quest towards completeness. It is
named so by taking inspiration from the
name of a famous literary work authored by
Dr. Iravati Karve. At this juncture, | feel proud
to mention that, our law college is
established under the illustrious banner of
Deccan Education Society and our sister
concern, Fergusson College. Fergusson
College has a great legacy of creating
distinguished scholars and versatile
personalities. One of such alumnus of
Fergusson College is Dr. Iravati Karve.

Dr. Iravati Karve was a re-nound sociologist,
educationist and a veteran writer in Marathi
Literature. Emotionality, Sensitiveness,
Courtesy and many more dimensions of
Woman's nature and her personality was one
of the perspectives of her writting. She did
lots of research in human kin-ships and
different aspects of humanity from
sociological point of view. You all must be
aware of her greatest contribution to the
Marathi literature 'Yuganta'...for which she
was honored by a Sahitya Academy Award.
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Another such contribution of Dr. Iravati Karve
to Marathi literature is 'Paripoorti'- a short
story.

Most of her literatures depict the analysis of
societal behavioral pattern and status of
women therein. Another aspect of her
personality was that, she was a keen
researcher with independent and firm
opinions of her own. Her ideas about
women's liberty were very clear and specific.
Through her writings, research and reformist
work, she used to create awareness amongst
women of her time about their rights and
strength. She was a great social reformer of
her time and continuously endeavored for
women empowerment through varied
aspects of her life.

Thus, by naming our Women's Study Cell as
'Paripoorti' we wish to set her as an example
before our students and it will constantly
encourage all of us in achieving the objectives
of the cell. Dr. Iravati Karve is definitely an
inspiration and a role model for all of us.

Now let me explain something about the
functioning of 'Paripoorti.' It was established
in the current academic year. We got it
inaugurated at the auspicious hands of Ms
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Vijava Rahatkar, then Chairperson of State
Women's Commission of Maharashtra with a
great zeal on 3" October, 2019. It was
established with a vision of “Social
transformation, not merely in the context of
research and teaching pedagogy but also
through dedicated action.” Accordingly,
through this cell, we primarily intend to carry
out interdisciplinary study in the area of
Women's Rights. This cell is our endeavor to
contribute and to fulfill the lacunas in the
area of Rights of Women. In the light of the
international human rights perspectives as
well as the Constitutional norms, the cell
aims to build some quality ethos for
producing socio-scientific data for working
further in the arena of women's rights. By
doing all this we wish to add some new
dimensions tothe existing knowledge.

Another area of functioning of the Cell is
focused on efforts for establishing a link
between academicians, activists,
government functionaries, NGO personnel
and media persons so as to mobilize the
efforts necessary to seek and ensure
upliftment of women and utilizing their so far
hidden potential in various domains of
societal development.

Various activities of this Womens' Study Cell
include conduction of training and extension
activities such as workshops, seminars,
symposiums...so as to sensitize students

about the current developments in the legal
arena. Organization of teaching and training
programmes so as to integrate gender related
perspectives in the mainstream disciplines.
Also to establish collaborations with other
institutes for facilitating our efforts in the area
of gender sensitization. We are also going to
conduct a certificate course on 'Socio-legal
issues related to Women's Health.'

In order to actualize our work, we had
organized a Panel Discussion on “The Sexual
Harassment of Women at Workplace
(Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act,
2013 in association with Internal Committee
and the Students' Welfare Cell of the College.
Eminent members from diverse fields like
Judiciary, Practicing Lawyers, Police
Department, NGO etc. were called upon as
the panelists who gave insights to the
students asto practicalimplementation of the
provisions of the Act. Also made them aware
about the procedure for filing complaints
under the Act and the nature of punishments
that could be imposed on the defaulters.

Finally, through 'Paripoorti' a Women's Study
Cell of our college, we wish to put in our
efforts in devising and implementing practical
solutions based on existing theoretical
framework in the area of women's right. Yes,
for endeavoring all this we have a quest for
completeness....!

Gender equality is more than a goal in itself.
It is a precondition for meeting the challenge of reducing poverty,
promoting sustainable development and building good governance.

Kofi Annan
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Faculty Coordinator: Dr. Anagha Baldota

“Don’t loaf and invite inspiration;
light out after it with a club.”..

Jack London

The electric enthusiasm among our students,
their zest to initiate productive activities and
to match the rhythm and pulse of new age
motivated our college to establish MUN Club,
Parliamentary Debate Club and Club
Aesthetica.

MUN Club is an opportunity for students to
shape their minds to research global affairs
from various perspectives like socio-political,
economic, health, nuclear power etc. Various
committees promote delegates to study,
research and present the topics of their
interests. Our energetic and optimistic
student coordinators, Ms. Tanaya Kulkarni
and Ms. Gautami Yadav who have been the
awardees of the best delegate, best
committee, are now contributing to DES
SNFLC MUN Club by successfully conducting
training workshops on UN Charter,
Committees, Country Study, and
International Press etc. The coordinators are
taking extra efforts to prepare and deliver
guality content to our junior participants so
as to build their confidence and leadership
qualities. The experts from Pune and
Mumbai circuits are occasionally called to
train the students for future participation in
conferences.
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Club Aesthetica is another venture which is
voluntarily and actively shouldered by
Ms. Gautami Yadav and Mr. Rutvik Shiralkar.
This club is bound to inculcate, impart and
nurture literary instincts of the budding
lawyers through the activities like legal
commentary, poetry recitation, acting
workshop, treasure hunt competition,
screening a movie, web series, heritage walks
etc. The first activity of Poetry recitation
competition in collaboration with Students
Welfare Organization was a great success
wherein about twenty five students recited
their poems in English, Hindi, and Marathi.
The selected poets were awarded in the
inaugural ceremony of the clubs by the chief
guest Adv. Saurabh Deshpande who has
authored the Marathi Verse translation of
Indian Constitution as ‘Gyanbachi
Rajyaghatana’. Club Aesthetica welcomes
each and every artist to the platform as it
believes that a lawyer has to be a jack of all
trades.

Parliamentry debate Club is one more
feather in the cap which aims at developing
awareness of parliamentary proceedings
among the students.

Coming together is a beginning;
keeping together is progress;
Working together is Success.

Henry Ford
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With this notion, our dynamic student
coordinators, Ms.Rajlaxmi Nimbalkar,
Ms.Karnaja Nike Nimbalkar, and Mr. Mayur
Pokle have taken active initiatives to conduct
the debate sessions on the topics like Capital
Punishment, Liberal Feminism, reservation
in jobs, Uniform Civil Code, Communal Riots
Engineered by Politicians(?) etc. As the
objective of the club is not to mock the
parliamentary proceedings, but to have
healthy, logical and rational discussions, the
club executes its sessions with the set and
acceptedrulesand policies.

Clubs are proven platforms for the students
having common set of knowledge and skill.
Even during the lockdown period due to the
Coronavirus pandemic, the clubs were active
virtually on social media. The participants of
the clubs deserve a big round of applause for
their contribution. Each and every club
participant is equally important as it is rightly
said by Alexander Graham Bell, “Great
discoveries and improvements invariably
involve the cooperation of many minds.”

Legal History Club Annual Report

India is blessed with a history of 5000 years. It
is immensely important to dig our past and
indulge in the growth and development of
one's own legal system. History helps
understand people and societies, culture and
heritage, world and world event, past
happenings, events and transformation. It is
thus imperative for a student of common law
legal system to study the history.

History provides a vision and insight to peep
into the future. History is a tool to plunge into
the ocean of knowledge. Keeping this
objective, DES Shri. Navalmal Firodia Law
College established its Legal History Club in
the academic year 2019-20. It is proposed to
undertake several research programme and
allied activities under the ageis of the club.
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This academic year a research project on
Citizenship: A Dig into the Past, Present and
Future" has been initiated. Mrs. Sonali
Renuse is the faculty in charge of this Club and
Parthsingh Parihar (Il B.A. LL.B) is the student
co-ordinator.

13 Students are involved into this research
project. Weekly meetings are conducted to
ensure the progress of the research.
Mrs. Sonali Renuse conducted a session on
'Research Methodology' for the history club
students. A tentative research scheme is
prepared and the research work is distributed
accordingly.

The Club aims to enrich the knowledge of
students and equip them with deep and
profound understanding of their own legal
system.
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Report on Certificate Course in Soft Skill Development

Faculty coordinator : Dr. Anagha Baldota

Student coordinator : Ms.Palak Wahalnagha Baldota

To stand out unique in this competitive world,
a student is required to hone many skills and
abilities which is not a one-day job. A student
needs to carve out these skills by practising
every day and this takes a long time. These
skills are helpful not just in schools and
colleges, but also in building a lucrative
professional career. The soft skills are very
important in today's world where
management and human resources are given
prime focus. Soft Skills help to grow a
powerful personality. It helps to stand out
and to move forward in your everyday
activities to reach your goals. To meet these
many objectives, our college has taken a lead
to initiate a Certificate Course in Soft Skill
Development which was inaugurated on 22™
August 2019 by a renowned lawyer Adv
Upendra Khare. There were thirty three
participantsin all from different classes of the
college.

Ms. Shalini Gandham, the first trainer of this
session is one of the founders of the
toastmasters group. She engaged the
sessions on Self introduction, Vocabulary
learning strategies, Public Speaking,
Debating skills, Story framing and narrating
for lawyers, Leadership qualities through
various activities, games and assignments.
Other sessions were based on body
language, non-verbal communication,
appearance etc. Students were also taught to
train their listening skills by showing audio
visual clips. There were few sessions in which
a debate competition was organizedin a class
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wherein all the teams took active
participation. Thereafter fellow debaters and
the trainer suggested positive changes which
were sportily accepted by all the participants.
Next sessions were based on negotiation
skills, diffusing verbalism etc. and the
activity taken was impromptu speaking. All
the sessions were interactive and full of fun
activities. Students were also recommended
several books and android applications to
improve their spoken skills.

Ms. Mangala Herkal engaged the basic
communication sessions as it was observed
as the basic grammar need of a few students.
Interview techniques were the main area of
her sessions wherein students were asked to
observe, learn and perform in the mock
interview.

The sessions were further continued by
Ms. Tejaswini Ballal who trained the students
how to deal with aggressive and difficult
people, talking to strangers, how to be
inquisitive in a positive manner and few
aspects of written communication etc. She
also highlighted the importance of
teamwork, stress management, basic
mannerism and etiquettes during activity
based sessions.

The main objective was to maintain the
interactive as well as informative status of
this course. Dealing with emotional
intelligence is an upcoming area in which
students would be trained to shape their soul
to handle personal problems and
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professional hazards at a time. As it's time to
award the certificates to the participants,
they would be proving their metal through
various tests, quiz, games and competitions
etc.

Also considering the future need of
corporate training (especially for BBA
students) and personal grooming (for all)

the syllabus content will be revised more
effectively for the next season of this Skill
Development Course.

It would always be taken care that
participants of this course will not only
develop their confidence and self esteem but
will also be able to stand strong in every walk
of life.

DES Internship Programme 2019-20 Report

Internship for all the students of DES students
was a new resolve of college Management
and accordingly it was declared by Hon’ble
Chairman, CDC Adv. Nitin Apte sir at the
beginning of this Year in the college address
at Amphi-theater.

Orientation Session for DES students:

The due process of students’ orientation was
organized in the auditorium. The Hon’ble
Chairman CDC conducted the orientation to
guide the students about need and
importance of the practical experience of
court process and observing advocacy skills
of the practitioners at early stage of college
learning. Students were also made aware
about Do’s and Don’ts as well as the
legitimate expectations from the DES
students. More than 100 students attended
the orientation session.

After due declaration of the programme, the
college approached the senior lawyers and
requested them to associate with DES. We
received a positive response and active
participation by the Lawyers in this
professional—academic endeavor.
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Faculty Co-ordinator : Dr. Madhushree Joshi

After due consideration students registered
for the internship programme, students from
all the years except 1st year were allowed to
register. The policy of preference to senior
students was adopted while allotting the
advocate forinternship. As per the availability
and convenience of the Lawyer the registered
student / group of registered students were
allotted with the advocate.

The registered members were given the
contacts of lawyers and were asked to contact
them for further process to assure adequate
communication of the students with the
advocates and minimum interference of the
college. Atthe closing of the 1st semester the
college decided to review the internship
programme and thus a meeting of the
advocates was scheduled on 23 Oct 2019.

Advocates Meeting:

Considering the appropriate and convenient
time for the practitioners the meeting was
scheduled on Saturday. The aim of the
meeting was to get a feedback from the
lawyers about the interns in general and also
to seek their suggestions and views to take
forward the activity.
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The meeting had started at a specified time
with a welcome address of Principal of the
college. The structure of the programme was
explained by Dr. Madhushree Joshi. There
after the forum was declared open for
discussion and suggestions. Advocates
expressed their consensus on need of this
internship activity and the importance of it
was agreed by all. Some learned lawyers also
stated few needed additions to make this
endeavor more effective. A suggestion of a
college coordinator was also made for direct
communication of and with the advocates
regarding this programme.

Every Advocate gave a feedback about the
interns allotted to them. Few advocates
appreciated the sincere and wholehearted
performance by the interns, whereas
majority of them stated the non-approaching
of students, irregularity of the students.
Many of the members pointed out the
problem of college timing and the
nonadjustable court schedule, university
rules, terms etc were also discussed at
length.

The Meeting was concluded by the Chairman
of CDC Adv. Nitin Apte with concluding
remarks. In view of the feedback and
suggestions of the advocates and the
discussion at length the hon’ble Chairman
informed the audience about the planned
meeting for the registered students for
reinforcing the system. Adv. Nitin Apte
enlightened the august gathering with the
vision and policy of DES and reiterated the
commitment of Law College to create law
professionals ensuring future of legal
profession.
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Review Meeting for the registered Interns:

With a view to appraise the students’
participation and intended benefit of
practical orientation to the interns the review
meeting was scheduled and conducted on
17/01/2020. After introducing the structure
of the meeting the interns were called to
share their experience of the internship.
Though only few interns were present for the
meeting, majority of them shared a
affirmative response about their internship
experience and elucidated.

The Feedback from the interns let us decide
the further course, some suggestions of
reshuffling of allotments, allotments in
consideration of location specially for girls
students etc were made. Duration of the
internship was also discussed .Few students
also reported the non-availability of vacancy
with the allotted advocate office. Hon’ble
Chairman assured adjustment for allotment
to the registered students not accepted by
the advocates. However short term
internships and reshuffling was not accepted
as a matter of policy.

Immediately after the review sessions with
Advocates as well as students the
rearrangement of the internship schedule
and the further course of action is
undertaken. The first year of internship
programme was an enriching experience and
this will better the further endeavor towards
professional excellence, keep with our motto
...... making excellence a prevailing attitude!!
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Report by Ladies Representative

Prajakta Pawar & Meghana Gaikwad,

5" Year B.A LL.B

I have chosen to no longer be apologetic for my femaleness and my feminity.
And | want to be respected in all of my femaleness because | deserve to be”

For the academic year 2019-2020, Prajakta
Pawar and Meghana Gaikwad had the golden
opportunity to serve as the Ladies
Representative of the college and to
empower every woman on the campus. On
behalf of both, the present report being
presented by Prajakta Pawar. There were a lot
of activities all year around for lady students.

It is indeed pleasure to be the Ladies
Representative and serve the college.
Considering the needs of the women not only
on campus but in general, with the initiatives
of the Management, Principal and Faculty
Members we successfully inaugurated
Women's Study Cell “Paripoorti” in this
academicyear.

The primary object of the cell is to further the
goal of gender justice. The Cell strives to
establish a link between academics, activists,
government functionaries, NGO personnel
and media persons so as to mobilize the
efforts for promoting equality and thereby
preserve the values of protective
discrimination. It seeks to ensure upliftment
of women and utilize their potential in
various domains. The cell was inaugurated on
4™ October, 2019 at the auspicious hands of
Ms. Vijaya Rahatkar (Chairperson, State
Women's Commission, Maharashtra).
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Under this cell a panel discussion on “Sexual
Harassment of Women at Workplace
(Prevention, Prohibition, Redressal) Act, 2013
” was organized on 24" January, 2020 wherein
a panel of four dignitaries including lawyers
addressed students regarding Sexual
Harassment at Workplace and also in the
College Campus. They explained to the
students including both male and female
what includes sexual harassment, how it can
be stopped and what victims go through
while they are exposed to such harassmentin
the college campus. Girls were even advised
as to how they should take care of
themselves.

Also through Paripoorti the college has
launched First Certificate Course in “Socio-
Legal Aspects of Women's Health”. The
course consists of various modules related to
social, mental and psychological issues of
Women's Health and also the legal
perspectives of the related issues of Women's
Health. The orientation of the course was
held on 9" March to mark International
Women's Day.

Also from 2016, our college has Internal
Complaint Committee, which works for
protection of the female students on the
campus and it acts as a platform for girls to
discuss their issues with the Ladies
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Representatives and teaching faculty without
any hesitation.

As Ladies Representative we have conducted
orientation programs for lady students to
guide them about the rules and regulations of
our college. Awareness about anti-ragging
policy of our college as per the guideline of
the Supreme Court was spread among the
students.

We also have installed sanitary napkin
machine for girls who would need it and also
its disposal machine in every washroom of
the college. Girls were made known of how to
use the machine and were explained
importance of maintain hygiene and
cleanliness. We as representatives also took
care that the machines are in proper working
conditions and if needed report to the

Report of Bombay High Court Visit

Bombay High court is considered as one of
epitome in the history of Indian legal system.
It is one of the oldest High Court of our
country which was established on 26" of June
and inaugurated on 14 August 1862 under
High Courts Act, 1861. We, the students of
DES Shri. Navalmal Firodia Law College got an
amazing opportunity to visit this epitome. On
18" of February, 2020, 24 students were
accompanied by 2 learned faculty members
to visit Bombay High Court. Our journey
started around 6.00 A.M from Pune railway
station by Deccan Queen Train. We reached
Mumbai CST station around 10:30 A.M. It was
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concerned faculty if any repairs are to be
made.

It is often said opportunities are like sunrises
which can do wonders and likewise all of
these activities and successful separate
Women's Study Cell could not have been
possible without the creative initiatives and
continuous support of Principal, Dr. Rohini
Honap and Faculty In-charge Asst. Professor
Dr. Priya Dhanorkar-Chopde, Asst. Professor
Aishwarya Kadam and Asst. Professor Pooja
Deo.

At the end | express heartfelt gratitude and
thankfulness to all the faculty members of the
college for giving me this golden opportunity
to work as Ladies Representative and serve
the college for girls which is an area where my
heartandsoullies......!

Nihal Kumar Singh,
4t Year B.A. LL.B

a 2 mins joyful walk from CST Station to
Bombay High Court.

As soon as we entered the premises of
Bombay High Court everyone was astonished
by seeing architectural beauty of whole
structure. The Building is a part of 'The
Victorian and Art Deco Ensemble of Mumbai',
which was added to the list of World Heritage
Sitesin 2018. Then we were escorted towards
the Room no.17 of the building which consist
the Museum. The interior of the museum are
designed exactly like a court room. We were
amazed to see how well the space has been
created with old legal rolls, portraits of the
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legendary advocates. There was a minuscule
model of the Bombay High Court in a corner
as well. As we go into more details we found
one of the most celebrated Barrister M.K.
Gandhi's certificate from the year 1891, and
his application to study law dating back
1890s.Vallabhai Patel's certificates and
degree were displayed alongside too.
Suddenly it felt like we have time travelled to
a court room from 1900 that was modeled
after the 20" century court room. Everything
had a British feel attached to it. We also found
a British advocate gown, wig and box
displayed safely inside a glass door. The walls
of the museum are bearers of portrait and
informative charts that recollect the rich and
intertwined Indo-British legal history. We
were in complete awe after the visit. Then we
got the opportunity to visit different court
rooms to hear different civil and criminal
trials followed by a lunch break.

After lunch break our excitement was at its
peak as we finally got the opportunity to visit
courtroom 46 or famously known as the
Central Hall. It is the biggest courtroom in the
entire building. Now a days, this room is used
for relatively small scale events by Bar
Association, occasionally for judge's oath
ceremony or for 'reference' - when a judge or
a noted lawyer passes away. On one of the
wall of the room there is a painting of the then
Supreme Court Judge, Sir John Peter Grant
with few famous words of him inscribed
under his painting. What makes this room
more special is that the same court room
where Lokmanya Bal Gangadhar Tilak was
convicted for sedition. A marble plaque
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outside the courtroom denotes what Tilak
famously told a judge in 1908 when he was
asked if he had anything to say on the jury's
verdict of the jury pronouncing him guilty.

The plaque reads:-

"In spite of the verdict of the jury, | maintain
that | am innocent. There are higher powers
that rule the destiny of men and nations. It
may be the will of providence that the cause
which | represent may prosper more by my
suffering than my remaining free"

We were literally speechless after reading the
plaque. With this finally it was time to leave
the court premises. It was an unforgettable
experience for us. The amount of knowledge
we have gained from this one day visit is
unmatchable. It will always remain with us
and help us to prosper in our noble
profession.

All the rights secured to
the citizens under the
Constitution are worth

nothing, and a mere
bubble, except
guaranteed to them by
an independent and
virtuous Judiciary.

Andrew Jackson

Amerian Predident




Report of National Service

Scheme & Legal Aid

The NSS Department of our college has been
organizing as well as participating and
volunteering in many activities which are
regarding social work, Environment
protection, awareness, personality
development of volunteers and self-
dependency. I'm an active member of NSS
Department and fortunately | got the
privilege to serve as the Youngest NSS
Representative of our college till now.

The first activity organized by NSS
Department in this academic year was Tree
Plantation on 1% June 2019. This activity was
organized in collaboration with Fergusson
College. In Fergusson College Campus

250 saplings were planted. Pune Municipal
Corporation Mayor Hon'ble Mukta Tilak was
present at the event. As the Government of
Maharashtra is taking initiative to raise the
number of trees in our state, this was our
contribution for the same as social
responsibility.

International day of yoga is celebrated on 21°*
June every year to spread awareness about
the importance and effects of yoga on the
health of the people. Pratish Yoga
Foundation's Pratish Sir enlightened the
students with importance of Yoga and taught
us various yoga positions.

NSS Unit had participated in Kirloskar
Vasundhara “Ramnadi Restoration Mission”.
38 volunteers had registered for activities of

£

NSS Representative:
Mayur Dhatavkar,

34 Year B.A.LL.B
Environment Protection in association with
Kirloskar Vasundhara. The College
participated in various activities which
contributed in keeping surrounding and
environment clean.

As the trees should grow well, it needs care,
protection and nourishment so on 22" July
2019, tree plantation and maintenance of
previously planted trees was organized. 41
volunteers took part in this activity. 8 more
plants were planted on this day. Regular
maintenance of trees is being taken.

Deccan Education Society organized Founders
Day on 9 August 2019. NSS Unit had
coordinated the program and all the
arrangement regarding Founders Day Event.

The NSS Unit actively participated in
decoration of the college campus in
collaboration with sports unit for celebration
of Independence Day as well as Republic Day
on 15% August 2019 and 26 January 2020
respectively.

The devastating monsoon affected many
places in Maharashtra among which Sangli
and Kolhapur were greatly affected, mainly in
the month of August. In order to help out the
affected families due to vast devastation the
volunteers provided necessary help of
cleaning the affected places in Sangli from
15t August 2019 to 18t August 2019. It was
very satisfactory for us as we were able to
provide with some sort of help from our side.
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National Sports Day is Celebrated every Year
on 29 of August, on the birthday of Major
Dhyan Chand, an exceptional Indian
sportsperson. The Fit India Movement
launched 29" August 2019. The live
screening of launch of Fit India Movement
took place. All students recited the 'Fitness
Pledge' and set out to walk 10,000 steps on
this day.

As the safety of citizens on road is important
and the drivers should be aware of the rules
of safe driving, an awareness activity was
organized on 3™ October 2019.students
spread awareness by showing posters and
saying slogans near Signals at Goodluck
Chowk, in front of Fergusson College Main
Gate, at Tukaram Maharaj Paduka Chowk and
at Dnyaneshwar Maharaj Paduka Chowk. 80
studentstook partinthe activity.

Then came the time for which | waited since
long and probably all the volunteers did. The
most awaited 7 Days NSS Winter Camp
organized in collaboration with Fergusson
College at the adopted village Shive in Khed
Taluka of Pune District on 14 December
2019 to 21°* December 2019. 150 students of
Fergusson College and 25 students of our
college actively participated. I'm glad to
express that, from the very first day, the
volunteers of NSS Unit invested all the time
and tried to help and serve this adopted
village through various activities. General
orientation program and guidance lectures
were delivered for the Lectures for
volunteers by experts, brain storming
activities, interactive sessions and ground
sports were conducted, which helped us to
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lead ourselves on a particular path and to
expand our thinking process.

Volunteers did all the work on their own in
camp that taught them importance of self-
dependency. Community development
projects like cleanliness, surveys, watershed
project, home visits, etc. were done by the
volunteers in order to help out the people
with some of their problems. Community
Development Projects such as survey in the
village, road cleanliness, home visits etc.
which helped us establish a good rapport with
the people in the area, identify their needs,
problemsandresources.

Our day at the NSS Camp started with the
early morning walk, Yoga and exercise. Later it
was followed by NSS volunteers working for
the betterment of village and its Temple,
Road. School Campus Cleaning

was an important activity which also included
Cleaning of unwanted grass and Trees,
collecting garbage. This was followed by
surveys of the village families.

The Camp helped all of us to develop
Leadership Skills through implementation
and execution of various activities which were
collectively organized by all of us. The efforts
of the NSS Volunteers have been widely
acclaimed by the people of the village as the
NSS Volunteers have been rendering selfless
service to this village. We learnt many things
during these seven days. It taught us dignity of
work, adjustment, sharing, co-operation,
team spirit, management. | can now proudly
say that those seven days were the best in my
life which taught me the real worth of our

. z;l%g
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Post NSS camp 20 students volunteered at the
“Sanskar Pratisthan's”, “Aditya Prangan
Special Child School” to help the school for
preparation of competition on 9% January
2020 organizing and helping to conduct
District Level Sports Competition for the
specially abled students on 10 January
2020. We were amazed to see the enthusiasm
and interest of those students. There was real
passion in their eyes and they made us realize
the worth of numerous opportunity we get
and many of which we don't evenvalue.

Conference on Environmental Law has been
organized on 7 January 2020. The various
aspects of Environmental Law, importance
and amendments were delivered by Hon'ble
Sheetal Babar Ma'amand

Hon'ble Supriya Dhangare Ma'am.

A seminar was organized on Disaster
Management on 20" January 2020. Professor
Dandekar Sir conducted an interactive
session where a presentation was made for
the students. It served the purpose of making
students ready for swift action in case of any
natural calamities.

As we'll know Blood Donation is extremely
important to save life of patients who need
the blood and an awareness program was
held by NSS unit in its regard. For spreading
awareness, 55 volunteers raised slogans and
held play cards in a rally. A very warm
response was given by citizens.

Blood Donation camp was organized by our
college on 22" January 2020 in association
with Janakalyan Raktapedhi. The camp was a
huge success as total of 82 people
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approached. 33 bags of blood were donated
in total.

A vermin-Compost pit in our college is
regularly under maintenance by the
volunteers of NSS. Thus, it can act as an
essential tool to replace the harmful chemical
fertilizers. This project has been started in
2017.

Legal Aid department works to spread
awareness among people regarding the legal
matters. It also helps the people to solve the
legal issues to get the justice. Legal Aid One
Day Camp was organized on 1°* February 2020
at Meenatai Thackray Vasahat, Maharshi
Nagar, Pune District. 30 students participated
in this camp. The students surveyed the whole
area and asked peoples about the problems
which they were facing. Students also gave
them information about various government
schemes and told them the benefits of all the
schemes. Faculty In Charge solved the queries
of peoples regarding their legal matters.

Corona Virus whichis also known as COVID-19
has affected the world at large and the
consequences are now visible. It has not only
taken lives of people but has also affected the
world financially. Corona Virus has been
declared as a Pandemic by World Health
Organization. Hence, itis extremely important
for us to spread awareness about it. As the
virus can be spread by Human Contact, it is
advised by the administration to abstain from
holding any public gatherings. Hence we will
be spreading the awareness by digital means.
The digital presentation would consist of an
advisory and precautions which should be
taken by students.
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The experience that we got through NSS
Department will surely be transformed in
something of value. The motto of NSS is “Not
me but you” so we as NSS Volunteer shall
strive for the well-being of the society.

| would like to thank our NSS Program Officer
Dr. Sudhir Tarote Sir and Asst. Prof. Sonali
Renuse Ma'am for their continuous
supervision, valuable guidance and constant
support throughout this academicyear.

| would like to thank Principal Dr. Rohini
Honap Ma'am for her continuous support
while conducting all the activities throughout
thisacademicyear.

| would also like to thank all teaching, non-
teaching staff all mamas for their support and
helpinallthe activities.

| would like to thank Dr. Sukdeo Ingale our
previous NSS Program Officer who always
supported us in conducting various activities
and gave us the opportunities.

This report will be incomplete if | didn't thank
allthe NSS & Legal Aid Volunteers who actively
participated in all the activities and also for
theirtremendous support. Thank you'll.

Indeed it was responsible enjoyment. Looking
forward for many such opportunities. These
days will be cherished lifelong.

Lawyers are the
only persons in
whom ignorance of
the law is not
punished.

Jeremy Bentham
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Republic Day Address

Good Morning Everyone

We are all gathered here today to celebrate
our 70" Republic Day, and on this fine winter
morning let me deliver a warm message to all
of you. According to recent statistical surveys
the life of the Indian Republic has thus
crossed the average life expectancy of an
Indian.

As our Republic turns 70, it's time for us to
vow to keep our Constitution sacred. It had
taken the drafters of the Constitution 2 years,
11 months and 18 days to craft this
magnificent tome, which laid down in clear
terms who we are and which specific criteria
define our identity as Indians. The date for
declaration of Purna Swaraj on 26" of January
1950 was chosen with great THOUGHT AND
CARE. Yet seven decades later, citizens are
yet struggling to better understand their
status.

The framers of the Constitution worked
against the backdrop of two great instances
of human carnage — World War Il and the
Partition of India, However Constitutions are
not, of course, magical documents that can
conjure social change simply through stating
the need for such change. Constitutional
aspirations of justice, liberty, equality and
fraternity (as enunciated in the preamble)
have to be achieved by its citizens by
embracing the Constitutional spirit, that was
gifted to us by the great leaders and
forefathers of the nation.

Pride in one's Homeland, sense of Culture
and national ethos, should be something we
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Dr. Rohini Honap,
Principal

pass on to our children as a matter of
instruction, honour, and sense of patriotism.

On this Republic Day we need to deeply
introspect on the quality of life and the
security of the nation. | am sure that this
generation has an optimistic outlook and will
fortify our motherland with the armory of a
determined spirit to guard and cherish the
democratic values that our Constitution
guaranteed to us on this glorious day that we
commemorate each year.

The experience of democracy is like the
experience of life itself-always changing,
infinite inits variety, sometimes turbulentand
all the more valuable for having been tested
by adversity. This is an important and volatile
time for democracy in the world. Many
people are questioning the viability of
democracy and the wisdom of trying to
promote it. The fashionable mood these days
is skepticism, doubt and challenging its
values.

Recently we have face several fundamental
issues of identity of several groups of people
desiring a sense of identity in the context of
the CAABIll.

Indiais witnessing a new creative awakening.
It is just not protest poetry but a new
language that is being created. People are
fighting to reclaim their motherland, their
mitti.

The civil disobedience movement as
propagated by Gandhiji was a tool of
resistance against oppressive forces as was

)
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non-co-operation. What we are observing
today is similar but differs in ideology and
perspective.

At the moment there is a great need for
modern constitutional values to preserve our
majesticdemocracy.

The generation of today is witnessing a
tremendous metamorphosis in the social
fabric of the nation itself.

What do we really need to equip ourselves
with to face theinnumerable challenges?

A Chinese proverb says that “When the winds
of change blow, Some people build walls,
while others build windmills. If we build
walls, we still cannot change the direction of
the wind, but we can surely adjust the sails
of our windmills.

With our reelected governance it is hoped
that we find our direction as a nation.

A number of such Myths that are being
systematically spawned and planted in the
minds of the vulnerable youth and student
population.

All our educational institutions play a very
vital role in shaping and molding the young
minds to distinguish truth from these myths
and perceptions crested through the media
and have the ability to strongly form a well
researched voice of the youth.

What would be required from you students,
for the future of our nationis first is emotional
fitness. The strength of the mind can be built
up with your sound education, good values
and how you put them to not only your
personal use, but to energize a burgeoning
nationhood, to restore the innate dignity and
confidence of the world in our national
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integrity, and place of pride in the assembly of
nations.

Charles Darwin has stated it is not the
strongest or the toughest of the species that
survives, nor the most intelligent, but the
ones most responsive to change. We must
respond positively thus to the new policies
striving for the development of the nation and
lend a hand the success of the polity that
represents us.

“Eternal vigilance by citizens is the only price

we pay for liberty.” Yes | do feel that the young
minds of today must be ever vigilant to
protect our magnificent heritage.

Our Great Poet Rabindranath Tagore has
stated : | slept and dreamt that life was joy. |
awoke and saw life was service. | acted and
behold, service was joy!!

Hoping that we can infuse ourselves with the
spirit of service to the nation, that Tagore has
portrayed through this thought.

Our Republic is safe as long as the
Constitution of India remains untouched and
sacred.

Wishingyou all avery Happy Republic Day !

lanuary

Huppv&?-— _ —_'f_'i
Republic Do T

[771



On 11" December, 2019 a taboo breaking
legislative bill was introduced in the
Parliament, which was passed by both the
houses of the Parliament and got the assent
of the President on 12" December, 2019.
Thereby the Citizenship Amendment Act,
2019 came into being. Since, the stage of its
introduction in the form of Bill in the
Parliament; there were and are being many
protests and discussions in all corners of the
country at all levels. One of the main agendas
for protest is that, the Act undermines the
notion of secularism as provided in the
Constitution of India. Idea of secularism
bears much significance in any religiously
pluralistic society like India. In fact in Indian
society, ideals of secularism and religious
pluralism are interwoven with each other.
Moreover, it lies at the baseline of
Constitutional values. On the backdrop of this
fact, a present article intends to address
some legal intricacies involved in the
Citizenship Amendment Act, 2019 from
purely academic perspectives.

As we all know, pluralism in general and
religious pluralism in particular has been a
striking phenomenon of Indian society since
ages. Religious pluralism connotes
coexistence and the peaceful relations of
multiple religions in a given society. In this
sense, religious pluralism can also be
interpreted to suggest the notion of religious
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tolerance. Religious tolerance is a
prerequisite for establishing harmonious co-
existence between adherents of different
religions or religious denominations.

In a broad sense, 'religious pluralism' also
signifies the notion of secularism. It can be
submitted that, the Constitutional
recognition of the notion of secularism in
practical sense reflects the concept of
religious pluralism. However, the
term,'secularism' is not defined in the
Constitution of India. Generally speaking, the
term,'secular' has both positive as well as
negative connotations. In its negative sense,
as it was pointed out by one of the
Constitutional experts, H. M. Seervai,
“Secular State means an 'anti religious'
State.” However, it is submitted that, such
negative aspect is not contemplated under
the Constitution of India, as it is described by
the Hon'ble Supreme Court of India, the term,
'secular' means a State which has no religion
of its own. Yet, it does not mean that the State
is an irreligious or atheistic State. It merely
explains that, the State has no religion of its
own. Through relevant judicial
pronouncements it is aptly clear that,
secularism as contemplated under the
Constitution of India signifies a neutral role of
the State in regards to religion of individuals.
The State shall treat all religions equally. The
court has also declared secularism as

)
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constituting a part of '‘Basic Structure' of the
Constitution of India. As observed by Justice
Jeevan Reddy, “Secularism is more than a
passive attitude of religious tolerance. It is a
positive concept of equal treatment of all
religions.”’

Thus, the Constitution of India contemplates
to establish as well as to strengthen religious
pluralism in India which is evident from
incorporation of provisions guaranteeing
freedom of religion under Part Ill namely
Articles 25 to 30. However, none of these
provisions explicitly use the term,
'secularism' as such. It is through necessary
implication and judicial interpretation that,
the concept of secularism is reflected
through Articles 25 to 30. At this juncture, itis
expedient to take note of the 42"
amendment to the Constitution of India,
which inserted the term, 'Secular' in the
preamble of the Constitution.
Notwithstanding the fact that, the term,
'Secular' was added by the Constitution 42"
Amendment Act, 1976, the Constitutional
philosophy since its inception embodies the
idea of secularism through its various
provisions as mentioned above.

As per the modern political and
Constitutional principles, secularism can be
said to involve two basic propositions. The
first being that, the people following the
different faiths and sects are equal before the
law as well as the governmental policies and
the second being that, there should not be

T S.R. Bommai v. Union of India, AIR 1994 SC 3053.
2 Personal Laws of Hindus, Muslims, Christians etc.

the mixing up of religion and politics. Mixing
of religion and politics leads to communalism,
which is necessarily an anti-thesis to
secularism. As we all are witnessing for
decades together that, frequent occurrence
of violence in the name of religion is giving
fatal blows to the very concept of secularism
in India. Itis thus submitted that, India being
a multi religious society;, its survival is possible
only if all religions are given equal treatment
without any discrimination. Also the notion of
secularism should not be misinterpreted to
further political motives.

Further, if we examine the term, 'secular' in
the light of the fact that, there are different
sets of laws? for different communities.
Sometimes, we also find different
concessions® given to certain communities
based on the religion, it is submitted that,
Indiais not a purely secular State. Though the
Constitution of India mandates the State to
treat all religions equally, there exist certain
exceptions to it. At this juncture, it is
submitted that, everyone of us shall try to
answer some questions like, does equal
treatment to all religions means all religions
should be treated equally at all times and for
all purposes? Is it practically possible? In the
light of notion of Indian religious pluralism, is
it possible to enact any comprehensive law
based on religion or can there be separate
laws for different religion or religions? Will
such laws violate the notion of secularism?
Controversies arose because of enactment of

3 See Sec 494 of Indian Penal Code, 1809, Chapter VIl of the Transfer of Property Act, 1882 etc.
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the Citizenship Amendment Act, 2019 also
revolve round some of such questions.
Answering all such questions is necessary in
order to address an issue that, would
Citizenship Amendment Act, 2019 can
withstand the legal test?

As far as the Citizenship Amendment Act,
2019 is considered; under inclusiveness in
regard to religions need not be considered as
a basis for its invalidity. The Constitution of
India through its Article 11 confers authority
on the Union legislature to enact any law
regulating issues relating to acquisition or
termination of citizenship. Thus, it becomes a
policy consideration for the Union legislature
to enact any such law whether all inclusive or
exclusive on the ground of religion. As
pointed out by the apex court, under
inclusiveness of any legislation, being a
'matter of legislative policy'is not a justiciable
issue unless it is contradictory to any of the
provisions of the Part Il of the Constitution of
India.

If we take in to consideration the Citizenship
Amendment Act, 2019, apparently there
seems no violation of the principle of equality
as enshrined under Article 14 of the
Constitution of India. Generally, validity of
any legislation which is alleged to be not all
inclusive is tested on the basis of 'principle of
reasonable classification'. To satisfy the test
of reasonable classification, it is necessary
that, there must be a classification based on
intelligible differentia and the differentia
must have a nexus with the object sought to
be achieved. If we analyze the Citizenship
Amendment Act, 2019, which enumerates
certain specific religions it can be observed
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that, it has taken into account a religion as a
basis of classification. The said classification is
made on the ground that, whether such
religion is a minority religion in the three
named neighboring Islamic republic
countries as declared in their respective
Constitutions. The object being to extend the
protection to the individuals belonging to
those persecuted religious minorities in the
named countries. Thus the proposed
classification has a reasonable nexus with this
object, which is sought to be achieved by the
legislature. Thus, it is clear that even though
there lies classification made on the basis of
religion in the Citizenship Amendment Act,
2019 it is in no way signifies the act of class
legislation.

In order to conclude, it is submitted that, this
idea of extending the shelter to the
individuals belonging to the persecuted
minorities from neighboring countries
reflects the notion of religious tolerance. It is
in no way inconsistent with the secular ideas
as contemplated by the Constitution of India.
Moreover, there is a need to incorporate a
positive change in the attitude and outlook of
the society while looking towards the notion
of secularism. It is a demand of time that, in a
religiously pluralistic society like India if we
wish to establish a secular State, it is first
necessary to create secular minds of all.
Therefore, we should look at the said
legislation through a pragmatic view. The
notion of secularism as contemplated under
our Constitution shall not be labeled as a
taboo in the way of promoting religious
tolerance which is sought to be achieved
through the Citizenship Amendment Act,
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HTYThT ST STeRTE3T & 3 ¥T6g ST TS0 et
ST, BT YTeqi 37 SATI0 o HHSTO] ST ShTH TR,
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T,
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T AT SToeT HITEeh el HHaLdT AT, HTITEsh! Ao
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SAEATAHT?
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Y
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[81]



JA% TN B dTHTedT AN &L ohoTeR
SATIRAAT STEAT, ST, a1, o, T ar seep=an
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“Novel Coronavirus” — From Health

Crisis to Economic Crisis

Currently, India and other nations of the
world—both developed and underdeveloped
alike are grappling with a public health
emergency caused by a microorganism,
which we cannot even see with our naked
eyes. And that’s the spread of novel
Coronavirus that has put almost every
economy of the world in a state of an
unprecedented “lock down”. Dealing with
the virus has also exposed the vulnerability of
public health systems in coping with such
infectious diseases.

According to the PM’s address to the nation,
globally the scale of Covid -19 spread and
casualties caused thereby are unmatched for,
and far worse than the casualties reported
during the World Wars.

Even though the epicenter of this deadly
health crisis is Wuhan in China, the pandemic
is sweeping the globe. Thanks toanincreased
globalization and the resulting migration of
the people across the world, the spread of
the virus has also become “globalized”. Covid
19 has spread like a wildfire across hundreds
of countries, affecting lakhs and killing
thousands.

Pandemics are cruel, not just because of
health challenges they pose for the people,
but also the economic and social hardships
and disruptions they create for families.

To contain the spread of the virus, the Centre
first announced a nation-wide lockdown in
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March, which brought economic activities to
a halt.

Given India’s high population density and
weak health infrastructure, lockdown and
social distancing were considered as the
solutions to arrest the spread of the virus.

Impact of nation-wide lockdown on the
economy

Even before the onset of Covid 19 in India, the
country was already battling an economic
slowdown. India’s growth had been falling for
six consecutive quarters. In the third quarter
of the current fiscal (FY 2019-2020), the
economy grew at4.7%, slowest in six years.

InJanuary, when the virus was creating havoc
in China, it brought about the first round of
disruption in India, where firms witnessed
supply side disruptions because of their
dependence on China for imported raw
materials. For example, in the
pharmaceutical industry, the corona crisis
shut down the Active Pharmaceutical
Ingredients (which are used in producing
medicines) supply chain from China, which
meets over 60% of India’s needs.

With India under a 21-days complete
lockdown, subsequent rounds of disruption
had started. The pandemic has presented
fresh economic challenges for the country
which has the potential to derail the growth
story.
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To contain the outbreak of the virus and
prevent community transmission,
Government of India had put stringent
restrictions on the mobility of the people
which is popularly termed as “social
distancing”. To make it effective, factories,
offices, educational institutions, shopping
complexes, multiplexes, and hotels were
completely closed down. In addition to this,
all inter-state, suburban and metro rail
services were suspended. Domestic and
international air travels were also banned.

Even though, these mandatory “stay-at-
home” measures were imposed with an
objective of protecting the lives of millions of
people, but it is perceived that the crisis may
further deepen India’s economic slowdown.

A host of manufacturing firms from cement to
heavy engineering and from automakers to
ancillaries had announced a complete
shutdown. Although a shutdown was not
ordered for manufacturers of necessary
consumer goods, the absence of raw
materials created shortages in the supply of
final goods. These manufacturers were
forced to use their available stock of raw
materials, which would soon exhaust. To add
further to the woes, with mass scale
migration of casual wage labourers from
cities, there is a shortage of labour in the
production and transportation of essential
commodities. It has delivered a big blow to
the production and distribution of goods and
services in the economy. Similarly, with
people locked up at home, demand for
several consumer goods, especially luxurious
commodities, had taken a hit. As a result,
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manufacturing sector as a whole, which is
already in doldrums, witnessed disruptions
both from the demand side (lower
discretionary spending by households) and
supply side (temporary shutdowns and
shortage of labour and raw materials).

The services sector —represented by airlines,
hotels, malls, multiplexes, tourism, retailers
etc, which accounts for 55% of India’s GDP, is
the worst hit. Absence of sales and decline in
business volume have impacted cash and
revenue flows adversely. With fixed costs to
beincurred, a decline in the revenue flow has
hit the profit margins of the firms hard. As a
cost cutting measure, many firms have either
laid off some of their workforce or employees
are retained at lower wages. In addition to
salary payment, firms are also struggling to
make loan repayments, tax payments,
interest payments etc.

According to a survey conducted by FICCI,
over 50% of Indian companies see impact on
their operations and 80% have witnessed
declinein cash flows.

Shortage of labour also had an effect on
agriculture sector.

A large proportion of India’s workforce
(approximately 83% of the labor force) is
employed in informal sector. These workers
do not have stable income and are not
covered by formal safety nets like pension,
provident fund etc. it is likely that informal
employment will increase as workers who
lose formal jobs during the COVID crisis may
try to find or create work (by resorting to self-
employment) in the informal economy.
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Covid-19 has jeopardized the economic well
being of daily wage labourers (especially in
the construction sector) and workers in the
informal sectors like street vendors, auto and
cab drivers, small shopkeepers etc. With a
complete shutdown announced, these
people temporarily lost their source of
income. Many of them are struggling to feed
their families. Many workers have migrated
back to rural areas giving rise to reverse
migration.

Along with the decline in domestic demand,
India’s exports are adversely affected as
India’s major trading partners — the US and
Europe, are also in the grip of this deadly
virus. The story does not end here. Banking
sector, which is already reeling under higher
NPAs and incurring losses is also bearing the
brunt. Many of those firms have borrowed
funds from banks to finance their expansion
plans. But with reduced cash flows, these
companies are finding it difficult to service or
repay their loans, which may lead to more
defaultsinloanrepaymentinthe economy.

With fall in economic activity on account of
low production, low income and spending,
Government’s tax collections (Govt.’s
revenue) for the current fiscal will be low. But
with a bruised private sector, Government
has toitsincrease spending so as to boost the
economy. To meet this revenue —expenditure
gap, government’s borrowings may increase
sharply.

During any health crisis such as COVID-19, it
is the poorer and weaker sections of a society
that are worst affected. The conventional
measures to tackle pandemics (i.e. social
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distancing and lockdowns) have an adverse
impact on poorer sections of the society
more, as they typically have jobs that cannot
be performed from home. For example,
construction workers, taxi drivers,
housekeeping and maintenance staff, factory
workers etc. have to be physically present at
work sites. Moreover, a large percentage of
low skills job is in unorganised sector. This
sector is extremely vulnerable to shutting of
workplace. For unorganized workers,
lockdown means loss of income. Similarly, the
ongoing pandemic is also going to aggravate
economicinequalityinthe country.

Current pandemic has also undermined
India’s ability to achieve its Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs).

Measures by the authorities

Both Centre and State Governments have
announced a number of measures to tackle
the economic challenges posed by Covid 19.
In March, Finance Minister announced a
relief package of Rs1.7 lakh crores to help the
economically weaker sections - small
workers, MGNREGA workers, poor widows,
and construction workers, women from Self
Help Groups etc. deal with income and job
losses. The package includes direct benefit
transfers to the poor, medical insurance to
health workers, additional 5 kg of rice or
wheat per month, for the next three months,
free cooking gas cylinders to Ujjwala
beneficiaries, etc.

In May, India announced an economic
stimulus package of X20-lakh-crore which
accounts for 10 per cent of GDP, with an
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emphasis on making India, a self-reliant
nation. Through this fiscal package, liquidity
support was announced for small businesses,
non-bank lenders and housing financiers,
migrant workers, and agriculture.

Reserve Bank of India, in its latest monetary
policy has announced a three month loan
moratorium for all term loans. It means
borrowers will not have to pay Equated
Monthly Installments (EMIs) until 30 th June,
which was later extended to 31 st August
2020. This will give relief to many borrowers
and credit card holders affected by pay cuts. It
maintained an accommodative stance
necessary to revive growth and mitigate the
impact of Covid 19.

Way Forward

After this brief nation-wide lockdown, a
process of unlocking has begun in India. It is
seen as a natural stimulus to an economy. But
localized lockdowns continue in a few cities
because of high number of cases. It will take a
considerable amount of time to restore
normalcy inthe economy.

No doubt, pandemic has the worst effects on
industries in India. But despite this, Covid 19
is also expected to create opportunities to
boostindustrialization.

India can become the most preferred
destination for global manufacturing in the
post-COVID 19 world, if it adopts right
approach with the right policies. There is a
broader consensus that the global
manufacturing supply chain would be more
diversified across different countries rather
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than concentrated in major economies like
China.

Similarly, entrepreneurs and innovators
across India have responded quickly to the
challenge posed by the COVID-19 pandemic.

A host of new innovations, some emerging
from start-ups, have come up in recent
weeks. Across the country, entrepreneurs
and innovators have quickly devised new
apps, robots and ventilators to help
overcome the pandemic. Covid 19 has given
us an opportunity to strengthen innovationin
the country.

Covid 19 has imposed huge economic cost on
India and global economy as a whole. It is
difficult at this point to gauge the extent of
the economic fallout from the Coronavirus.
Economic Survey 2020 had estimated India’s
growth rate at 6-6.5% for FY 21, but many
other institutions have cut growth
projections sharply. For example, Moody’s
Investors Service projected India’s growth
rate at 2.5% in FY2020-21. According to NITI
Aayog Vice Chairman Rajiv Kumar, the GDP
growth could slip to zero or even negative in
the first quarter of FY20-21 due to the impact
of the lockdown.

Once the health emergency is over, India and
rest of the world will have to face an
inevitable economic threat. It will take time
for the economy to rebound. It calls for
innovative solutions and collaborative efforts
by government and private sector to
extricate the economy from this turmoil.

)
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From "Who Moved My Cheese?"

To "Who Moved My Money?"

Asst. Prof. Megha J. Deshmukh,
Faculty

“WHO MOVED MY CHEESE?" is a parable
written by Dr Spencer Johnson decades ago
and is still a hit in the world, changing with
supersonic speed, of students, teachers,
graduates and professionals of management
studies. Now the real question is how is it
anyway related to the next questioned asked
in title "WHO MOVED MY MONEY?"?

Some days back | read the news in a leading
newspaper about huge sums like in crores
and more; transferred to unknown accounts
overnight obviously without the knowledge
of the real holder. The fact which actually
made most people worry is no traceability of
the fraudster. Heavens above! Someone
whispered in my ear "Welcome to this Cyber
World Baby ." The same thought is still
with me and haunts me every now and then.
When we roam in the borderless world called
Cyberspace we think we are all guarded butin
reality, we don't have any slightest idea
whether we are stalked upon, cloned by
someone or even falling prey to some really
big act causing loss of money, reputation and
peace of mind.

This exact thought made me remember the
all-time best seller book by Dr. Spencer
Johnson "Who Moved My Cheese?" for the
universal principles it talks about. Dr. Johnson
denotes firstly that, 'the change is inevitable:
don't grow dependent upon status quo and
be ready.'

Reading such news, we want to protect
ourselves from the undetectable menace
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spread over the cyber space. Instead of
getting the knowledge and get ready we
choose the easier way and that is to 'run
away'. After reading about various cases of
cyber crimes such as hacking, stalking,
spamming, e-mail frauds, chat abuse,
matrimonial frauds, and other crimes we
think that this Cyberspace is all about its
negativity and perils and ignore its
indispensable characters of being "THE"
knowledge bank (ocean of all possibilities),
even how it has really managed to connect
people living far away by making this world
'global'inits true sense. Not only this but also
various applications (‘apps' in short) have
gifted us the ability of well known "Sanjay"
(character from the epic Mahabharata, who
became eyes to blind king Dhritrashtra) and
allow us to visit various places online.
Denying all the possibilities of better life we
justignore this cyberspace with a belief that if
Idon't have any bank account online oreven a
social media account, | am safe all my life.
That's exactly opposite to that of the law of
nature; reiterated by Dr. Johnson in the
above-mentioned book, that is "Change is
inevitable, and be ready."

Secondly the mostimportant lesson this book
gives us to follow in this Cyberspace is; "Don't
be afraid in venturing toward unknown: the
longer you will live slave of your fear, the
worst off you will be." That's a true and firm
rule in cyberspace also. If we observe the
pattern of all the cyber-crimes that happen,
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the very common link is that the victim was
either not aware, dependent on someone
else for handling various online accounts or is
over confident about the fact that he will
never fall prey to such perils. Generally,
culprits or offenders' eye for a person who is
naturally vulnerable in cyber scenario like
children, elderly persons or persons who are
dependent on others for online activities.
And this makes it crystal clear that "WE" are
the ones who really are responsible for such
cyber-attacks in the first place. But the good
news is the answer for all such fears is with us
and is available here on board in this cyber
space itself. Which will not only make us
Cyber secure but also will open the doors of
the huge ocean of knowledge and
information for us, leaving all fears at shore.

There are few little precautionary measures
we can take to discourage our encounters to
such situations.

They are as follows:

e Don't keep your Wi-Fi on unnecessarily.
Switchit off when notin use.

e Stay away from unknown people and
sites.

e Don't accept friend requests from
unknown people.

e Don't keep various apps open holding
your private information including social
networking sites. Whenever necessary
log in manually, log out when done. You
will remember your password also doing
this.

e Never use public Wi-Fi connections for
monetary transactions or transactions
which hold your personal information.
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e If not necessary (urgent) please do all
transactions from your personal
computer, using your personal
connection only. Before doing it and after
completing it clear your history log
without fail.

e Never keep your location detector on.
After your Ola and Uber rides switch off
your location detectorimmediately.

e Don'tgive permissionsto appsaboutyour
location, photos, messages, emails,
cameraif not necessary.

e Always make it clear that the site you are
visiting is hypertext link secure (https).

¢ Always keep your anti-malware, anti-virus
updated. Buy it from an authentic source
and buy original. Don't try to save a penny
here and there, you might lose itin dollars
later.

e Use only original websites to download
any song, video, orany document.

e Always keep the camera of your personal
computer in covers. Only uncover it when
necessary.

e Don't fall prey to any lottery messages or
mails asking you for your bank account
details or personal details. Remember
that no one ever gives anything for free.

e And last but not the least whenever in
dubious mind or facing any problem don't
shy away from approaching experts;
when necessary, call and contact cyber
cell.

Remember that, "the only worse thing than
being blind is having sight but no vision" ....
Helen Keler. So, be aware, be ready and enjoy
your journey in this huge world called "Cyber

world". HappyJourney
A
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Lessons from Nirbhaya to Learn

Adv. Rohan P Shetty,
Practicing Advocate,
Alumnus (LL.B, 2012 Batch)

(YOUTH - The Power To Change)

| was asleep when the convicts were hanged
today at 5:30 am, | was also asleep on that
unfaithful night in 2012 and | was also asleep
in these all 7 years. | don't know whether |
should be happy for their hanging or should
be sad for punishing them so late.

| have heard people saying so many things
about the entire episode, expressing their
views. Keeping everything in mind, | feel is
the justice done? Will this change the
mindset of the people having such kind of
criminal intentions? Will they think twice
before attempting on more girl?

One more such type of incident had occurred
in Hyderabad in late 2019 where the police
had shot the culprits within days of that ill
incident. What were the consequences of
that episode? What is the outcome of that
incident? Does this action change the
mindset of the having such kind of criminal
intentions?

Comparison of both these incident and the
decisions should be taken into consideration.

Rape and kiliing a woman/girl not only affects
the victim but also the family, relatives and
friends of the victim to a large extent.

Coming to the point, | feel such kind of
incidents should be dealt with urgency and
decision should be taken within few days. The
decision should be such that it should
contaminate the evil thoughts of criminals. It
should spread as a poison having fear of dire
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consequences. Imprisoning the culprits for a
long period and then awarding them capital
punishment doe make much of a difference.

Our legal system does allow each and
everyone to prove their innocence. This
procedure should also be completed without
losing anytime. We believe in our legal system
but the provisions must not be misused in
such situations.

Today Nirbhaya's family, friends, relatives and
well wishers are happy but imagine if this
decision was executed 7 years ago, so many
females would have been saved and may be
the Hyderabad incident wouldn't have
occurred.

Every individual in his personal capacity has to
stand up and take the responsibility of
bringing a positive change in the system. Just
speaking up over a issue and then leaving it
behind is not acceptable. we celebrate
Navratri and Goddess Durga pooja with
greatness and grandeur, but whats the use of
all this if shut our eyes, ears and mouth while
some girl/woman is molested in public? | urge
every individual to respect and treat each and
every girl/woman as your own liability.

Lets come together and pledge that we learn
from the Nirbhaya episode and not just for
name sake but in real throw away the fear of
every girl/woman by our positive deeds. Let's
make this our national responsibility.

#nomorenirbhaya
Qa%g
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Taboos : A Discussion not Discussed

Taboos are topics that cultural societies
refrain from discussing. People with cultural
values have lesser intolerance to discussions
onsuch topics.

When we look at the Indian society, being a
highly cultural civilization, we have always
had taboos that we don't talk about. Many of
them include sexual preferences, sexual
relations, sexual behaviors, women
sanitation facilities and so many others. But
do we realize that by not talking, we are
severing the problems faced by those people
who are living their lives in these conditions.

Sexual preferences for instance; have we ever
tried to look into the lives of the 3rd gender?
The problems they face in society apart from
people looking down upon them. They have
100 problems; society is just 1 of them.

Sexual relations in India are considered so
sacred that they even determine if a girl is
worth marrying. If she has had a sexual
relation before marriage, she is considered
not 'marriage material'.

Why isit that they always have to hide behind
the doors of their house? Should it not be
their choice?

The major role of making changes in our
society is played by Bollywood. People
consider bollywood stars as Gods. Gladly,
bollywood has been coming up with stories
revolving around taboos. However, our stars
do not take up such movies under fear that
the society will not accept such movies; they
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will do badly at the box office, affecting their
popularity, reputation and revenue of course.

However, there are few actors who are taking
up such topics and making a mark in the
minds of the people. This change cannot
happen overnight. It's a process. But the
youth needs to change their outlook over
these issues. We, as lawyers need to change
our perspective and help in developing laws
to protect these people. They are also our
brethren. They are no different.

As educators, we need to educate the society
of these issues. As law drafters, we need to
draft laws in their favor. As judiciary, we need
to give them justice. As law reformists, we
need to support and propagate such laws.

As students, we need to learn these laws and
help our people. They need us the most.

They depend upon us lawyers and counsels to
give them justice. But if even we treat them
differently, where will they go? How will they
approach the judicial systems? How will they
knock the doors of the courts?

As one of the moviesrightly quoted, "Justice is
the right of every citizen. Aur yeh haq unhe
deta hai hamare desh ka Samvidhaan."

If we deny them justice, then are we not
denying the very basic principles of our
Constitution? A point to think and act; and we
aslawyers can bring this change much faster.

Be the change you want to see in the society.
Don'tsit back and watch the change unfold.
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Public Health Emergency —The Indian Scenario

The Coronavirus outbreak of 2019-20 and its
declaration as a 'pandemic’ by the World
Health Organization has yet again brought up
the issue of health emergency into
discussion. This is not the first time the world
has seen a pandemic or the country has seen
an epidemic. Quite recently, India has
witnessed the Swine Flu pandemic in 2009-
10. It has also successfully contained the
spread of the Nipah virus quite recently, in
the year 2018. While multiple nations have
imposed emergencies to deal with the
pandemic effectively, it is important to
understand how India deals with it, given that
an emergency expressly on grounds of public
health cannot be declaredin India.

Emergency Provisionsin India

Part XVIII, Articles 352 to Article 360 of the
Constitution of India deal with the issue of
emergency. It provides for three kinds of
emergencies i.e. National Emergency,
Financial Emergency and State Emergency
(commonly known as President's Rule). The
term Financial Emergency is more or less self-
explanatory, talking about an emergency that
can be proclaimed when the credit or
financial stability of the country is
threatened. State Emergency is primarily
used by the Central Government to address
the failure of constitutional machinery in a
state.

As per Article 352, a proclamation of National
Emergency can be made only on the grounds
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of war, external aggression or armed
rebellion. The criterion of 'internal
disturbance' which was too broad a term to
invoke an emergency on the national level,
was removed by the 44th Constitutional
Amendment Act, owing to its high possibility
and actual instances of being misused. Had
the criterion been retained, it would serve
good to invoke emergencies during crises
pertaining to public health.

The term 'internal disturbance', however, is
still present in Article 355, which casts a duty
on the Union to protect the states. It has to be
read with Articles 356 and 365. Can it be said
then, that a way around would be to invoke
President's rule in every state during an
epidemic? Theideais not feasible even on the
theoretical level, let aside the pragmatic
aspects. A state emergency involves transfer
of legislative and executive powers to the
Union. If it is made applicable in multiple
states, one can only imagine the burden on
the Union government, which might even
result into failure of the constitutional
machinery at the federal level itself.

It is pertinent to note here, that public health
is a state subject which finds place in entry 6
of List Il under Schedule VII. The states have
express power to make laws on this subject.

This takes us to the core of the issue - how an
health emergencyisaddressedin Indiathen?

Inthe Indian Scenario, since an emergency on
grounds of Public health does not find a place
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in the Constitution as yet, it is dealt with by
invoking the Epidemic Diseases Act of 1897
and the Disaster Management Act, 2005.

The Epidemic Diseases Act, 1897

The Epidemic Diseases Act, 1897 has a total
of four sections. It primarily aims at
preventing the spread of dangerous
epidemicdiseases.

It empowers the State Government to take
special measures and prescribe regulationsin
order to prevent the outbreak of such
dangerous epidemic disease or their spread.
The act specifically talks about inspection of
persons travelling by railway or otherwise,
and the segregation of persons suspected of
being infected with any such disease in
hospitals or other temporary
accommodations.

It also empowers the Central Government to
take measures and prescribe regulations for
the inspection of any ship or vessel leaving or
arriving atany port.

It can be clearly seen that most of the power
is delegated to the State and Central
Governments and the act itself is not very
detailed. It merely provides a very broad
framework for the governments to fill in the
details. In fact, the states have more
authority to regulate things while the
authority of the centre is restricted to the
inspection of vessels.

The act does not provide for any penal
provisions of its own. The Penalty for any
violation under this act is only as per the
provisions of section 188 of the Indian Penal
Code. Further, it provides that no suit or
other legal proceeding shall lie against any
person for anything done or in good faith

-

intended to be done under this Act. Thisisone
vague provision which results in excess of
discretionary power being given to the
executive authorities. A check on this power
intimes of an emergency can hardly be kept.

One may argue that this is an act almost a
hundred and thirty years old and therefore it
loses its relevance in the present day times.
However, it may be noted that owing to the
broad ambit that it has, the rules and
regulations made thereunder can always be
framed to suit the needs of the contemporary
times. Nevertheless, this does not dispense
the need for a far more detailed law, framed
to suit the present day disasters. Biological
warfare, for example, was not a real concern
backin 1897 when this act was framed.

The Disaster Management Act, 2005

Another Law which is used in dealing with an
epidemic outbreak is the Disaster
Management Act, 2005.

The very definition of 'disaster' under this act
makes it suitable to be invoked during times
of public health. 'Disaster' is defined to mean
a catastrophe, mishap, calamity or grave
occurrence in any area, arising from natural
or man-made causes, or by accident or
negligence which results in substantial loss of
life or human suffering or damage to, and
destruction of, property, or damage to, or
degradation of, environment, and is of such a
nature or magnitude as to be beyond the
coping capacity of the community of the
affected area.

The act provide for the establishment of
National, State, District and Local Authorities
for laying down the policies, plans and
guidelines for disaster management and for
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ensuring timely and effective response to
disaster. Besides, there have to be Advisory
and Executive Committees on all the three
levels which help in the effective
implementation of the Plans made at the
threelevels.

The functions of the authorities have been
laid down in great detail so as to include
everything from preparing a disaster
management plan to co-ordinating and
monitoring the implementation of the
Policies and Plans. The act also details out on
the punishments to be given in respect of
various offences committed under the act. It
may be noted that public health emergency is
not at the core of this legislation. It was
intended to address disasters —-man made or
natural. Although it does address the cause
and concern, itdoes not do soin entirety.

The need for a consolidated law

As can be seen from the above
summarization, there is a need for a
comprehensive and a consolidated law in
order to deal with public health emergencies.
There is absence of any express provision in

the Constitution. The Epidemic Diseases Act is
very broad and thereby vague and fails on the
aspect of being up to date. Finally, the
Disaster Management Act, although very
comprehensive and detailed, was not
expressly enacted for public health
emergencies. Health emergencies, by their
very nature and virtue, need provisions that
are scientifically and technically detailed.
Laws that have general application may not
be suited to deal with health emergencies
that have very specific characteristics. It has
become extremely necessary to codify the
provisions and provide for a law that can have
pan India application and will have an effect
as if an emergency has been declared on the
grounds of public health. It is also expedient
to amend the constitution so as to include the
public health emergency under Article 352.

No matter how large a pandemic might seem,
itisimportant to accept that it may not be the
last one. Ifitis pointing towards the need fora
law, it should be addressed. Finally, when it
comes to the question of health — the good
old saying of 'prevention is better than cure'is
always the key.

The judiciary, by its interpretation of the Constitution,

plays a significant role in changing the destiny of the nation

and which it has done remarkably...

Justice Asok Kumar Ganguly
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India Today- Breaking Taboos

Taboo means a social or religious custom
prohibiting or restricting a particular practice
or forbidding association with a particular
person, place, or thing. India being a country
of diverse cultures has been associated with
many taboos. All these taboos have been
there since a long time now and have been
declared as customs by the people. As these
taboos have been given the name of
customs, people have been following them
without questioning their existence. And
look at the irony! Talking anything against or
even about these taboos is also a Taboo.
Some of the people even use these taboos as
a business and source of income. All the
people have been conditioned to follow
these taboos and they fear that if they do not
follow these customs, god will curse them.
This very fear has even stopped some people
who want to fight against such taboos take a
step back.

If observed, these taboos have also created a
ridge between the people and illiterate
people have been following these taboos
even if it costs their life. Talking about taboos,
one of the most followed taboo is about
menstruating women not allowed to go to
temples, enter the kitchen, make food or
even sleep on beds, eating in different plates,
washing their clothes separately from others
etc. All of these have been followed as taboos
wherein the reality of these habits is to help
the woman rest as her body goes through a
lot of pain. But all of these have been given
the name of customs and people follow them
blindly. The times have changed and now due
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to nuclear family system and help of domestic
maids, it has become easier for women to rest
and even work during those days. Even the
advertisements of sanitary pads are not
shown in an appropriate manner as a blue
liguid is shown instead of red one just because
it is considered as a taboo to even talk about
it. Sanitary napkins are packed in a plastic bag
or a paper cover so that no one comes to
know that sanitary napkins have been
purchased. In the villages sanitary napkins are
not even available and women have been
using unhygienic ways to protect themselves.
Sanitary Napkins are now made cheaper and
made available to women who cannot afford
them. Many people have now changed their
perspective in this manner in the cities but in
the villages this taboo is still in existence and
needs to be resolved to save lives of woman.
Women can take up campaigns in villages to
educate other women about menstrual
hygiene. This can help many women who are
unaware of the do's and don'ts during
menstruation. Talking about not entering
some temples by women, it is observed in
modern times that in some temples, women
are allowed to enter and men are not. During
festivals of goddesses, some temples do not
allow men to enter the temples at such times.
This can also be considered as taboo as not
only women but men too worship goddesses
and should be allowed to worship during all
times as women are. The whole issue of
entering of temples must be kept subjective
and biases on basis of gender should be
avoided completely.
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One of the very old taboo followed by all the
people, be it in cities or villages, be it literate
or illiterate people, visiting a psychiatrist is
considered as a bad omen or it is considered
asonly those who are insane visit psychiatrist.
Mental illness is ignored by people and
people are judged and treated differently if
they are known to visit psychiatrist. Although
in modern times people have come out on
social media to talk about depression,
majority of people who are affected by it are
ridiculed by the society which needs to be
changedto help such people.

Another taboo which has been taken lives of
women is refusal of Child Abortion
irrespective of the condition of the mother
and child. This is one of taboos which have
been practiced at a greater stage in the
villages which have taken lives of many
women. Although, now due to modernization
in technology this has stopped in cities, it is
still practiced at a greater stage at villages.
Treating children as gift of god, people have
kept the child even though abortion is
necessary for the health of the children.
However, due to advancement in science and
increase in literacy rate, people have become
aware and have stopped this to an extent. But
more awareness is undoubtedly necessary
for complete cessation.

One of the most followed taboo in our
country is awareness about contraception
and safe sexual intercourse. Being one of the
most important issues of the country due to
increase in the population, talking about it is
still considered as a taboo. Adults are still not
allowed to talk about sexual inter course nor
are they even allowed to utter the word 'sex’
in front of everyone. People cannot even talk
about condoms or contraceptive pills. This is
all because of the taboos which have been
created by the society. The cases of
unprotected sex leading to sexually
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transmitted diseases have increased and
hence it has become necessary to make the
youth aware about this. But now due to
change in times and westernization, people
have made an attempt to talk about it and
have started creating awareness. Media being
one of the biggest platforms of spreading such
awareness has tried to educate people with
different types of advertisements and people
have become aware of such diseases.

Taboos such as men should not cook food or
help in household chores or in parenting have
started vanishing in new times. People have
now started to accept the reality and
changing times demanded by the society and
have slowly started adapting the same.
Female taxi drivers, women working at petrol
pumps, women working at toll booths and
also women working late at nights have all
been a commendable development in the
changing timesinthe male oriented society.

Although, times have not changed completely
relating to taboos, people are at the least
making an effort to reduce the same. A recent
incident of menstruating women making food
in a temple for the people had been a great
start to vanish such taboos and live in
practicality. Many NGO's and social activists
have been trying to help change these taboos
turned customs but is it enough? Time to
think! We as people should start doing this at
grass root level and should start spreading
awareness in our homes, localities and
societies. We should support those who are
trying to create awareness because the youth
of the country are the future of tomorrow. All
men and women should come to support
these causes because without one another's
help nothing can be achieved. So let us create
a Taboo free society because “Small Acts
When Multiplied by Millions of People, Can

Transform The World.”
D
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Impact of Science and Technology

Science and technology has made
tremendous contribution towards a
progressive India. Research and
development in the field of technology has
created an ideal niche for our economic
growth. Science and technology have had a
major impact on society by making life easier
and giving humans an opportunity to pursue
ethics, aesthetics, education and justice and
to help India progress towards Globalization.

Personalized computers in our pockets to self
driving cars, the world is at our fingertips.
Technology has advanced into our lives
making information more accessible and
improving communication.

The 21%t Century in India is the beginning
towards advancement in technology and
fields of science. We are a leading developing
country in the world with remarkable
development in higher education,
technological development, space science,
medical science and various fields of
engineering among others. Some of the key
featuresin our scientificdevelopment are:-

1. Quality, prioritized and communication
friendly education.

2. Running a multi dimensional space
program

3. Indo-US Nuclear Deal in the context of
Nuclear Energy

4. Realizing Affordable Healthcare for all

5. Research and exploration of
environment, renewable energy, space
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science, electronics, stem cell
investigation and many others.

6. Advancementin Business Technology

Science and technology is essential for the
development of any nation. It helps in social
as well as economic growth. It promotes new
ideas, removes all feudal institutions,
superstitions and paves the way for a
progressive nation.

India has taken major steps in the field of
Science and Technology and left its mark on
every aspect of human life. Some of our
greatest achievements are Mission Mars and
Make In India.

Undoubtedly, Science and Technology are the
chief factors for a country's progress from a
developing one to a developed one. There are
yardsticks for measuring a country's position
inthe world.

However, at the same time, we have to be
aware of its limitations and realize that
succumbing to the temptation of a technically
advance society has its ill effects. We have to
refrain from being a totally mechanized
society relying only on our gadgets and
gizmos. We have to stop becoming puppets to
the lure of the scientific world. The need of
the hour is to strike a balance between
technology and humanity and to preserve our
values and ancient knowledge while

embracing progress.
D
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The best example of technology eating out art
is the reduced art of letter writing that is
gradually vanishing and giving ways to
communicating through internet. Another
martyr of technology is the Telegram that has
been eliminated from our lives completely
with the Generation Z probably not even
knowing what a telegram was.

Thatis where the main objective and purpose
of regulation comes into picture. Laws are
made for regulating different aspects of our
lives. The laws related to technology that
everyone should be aware of is Information
Technology Act, 2000 (I.T. Act). A landmark
judgment delivered by the Honorable
Supreme Court of India was to strike down
Section 66 A of the I.T. Act, 2000 that
indirectly gave power to the Police to arrest
any person for online content thought to be
offensive in Shreya Singhal v. Union of India,
AIR2015SC1523.

In my opinion, the other most important
aspects that need to be read together with
technological advancement are mental
health and sports among many others.

Mental Healthcare Act, 2017 does not talk
about the toll taken by our minds due to
excessive usage of technology and needs to
be provided for at the earliest to regulate
such menace which otherwise seems very
difficult to achieve.

Sports on the other hand has sadly taken a
back seat in our country with the lawmakers
preferring to only talk about the betting and
gambling part of it and that too if they are in
the mood for it. There is very little going on to
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counter the technological menace with the
promotion of sports culture in this country.
Sport is currently in the State List of
Constitution of India which gives law making
power with respect to sports to the State
Governments. There is a strong support for
sports to be shifted in the Concurrent List so
that efficient and adequate aid and support
can be given to the athletes of our Country
without the help being stuckin red-tapism.

| would like to conclude with another
precedent set by Honorable Bombay High
Court for acting against the misuse of
technology for predetermination of sex of the
child leading to increase in female feticide and
violation of the Pre-Natal Diagnostic
Techniques (Prohibition of Sex Selection) Act,
1994.

In Radiological and Imaging Association v.
Union of India, Writ Petition No. 797 of 2011,
it was held that the radiologists and
sinologists needed to compulsorily report the
tests undertaken in an online form to protect
the girl child.

This shows how Lawmakers and Judiciary can
play an active role to regulate the menace of
technology and its misuse and thereby create
harmony between humanity and progress.
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Justice or Revenge ? (With reference

to Hyderabad Encounter)

Every day Indian household newspapers are
filled with gruesome assaults against women,
where again, on one gloomy day the news of
a 27-year old veterinary doctor from
Hyderabad being waylaid, gang raped,
oppressed to death by setting her to fire
spread like an epidemic. Right from
commentators on the social media,
protestors on roads, to the MPs from the
Opposition in the Parliament expressed their
anguish and resentment against the police
officials and Government against the heinous
crime and demanded for instant killing of the
accused. The Hyderabad Police found
evidences against four men and arrested
them on the suspicion that they committed
the crime. During their judicial custody, the
accused were taken to the crime scene early
hours of the day for a reconstruction of
events as part of investigation and were shot
purportedly by the investigation officers in
retaliation during an alleged escape attempt
calling it as 'encounter'. When the men
accused of the gruesome assault and murder
of the women were killed in so called police
encounter there was a popular applaud and
appreciation of the heroism of the Police.
They were showered with rose petals, fed
sweets and crowds took to the streets,
cheering the men's deaths, saying "swift
justice" had been finally meted out. The
Twitter was surfaced with trending hash tags
and tweets singing the praises of the
Policeman, Whatsapp and Facebook were
filled of forwards and stories that justice was
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done. Luminaries across various fields as well
as the Politicians applauded on various social
media platforms that the law had doneits job.
There was a celebration that justice had
triumphed.

In the sensitive and heart-wrenching
moments like these the society reacts with
deep anguish. Thereis no doubt that the “out-
rage” of people in the aftermath of such
horrific crimes is justified and, for the most
part, well intentioned, but the fundamental
guestion that remains unanswered is that
whether such illegal killing by venting out the
revenge serves the idea of justice. Nobel
Laureate, Amartya Sen in his book 'Theory of
Justice' states that “Justice requires reasoning
and impartial scrutiny”. Justice is
characterised to prevail harmony in the
society. Finding the eternal truth isembedded
in the idea of justice. As well as, it intends on
giving punishment to the wrong committed
rather than harming the offender despicably
which is distinct from the offence committed
by him.

For the course of justice, it is extremely
important for us to rise above the heat and
the spur of anger, by keeping of avenues of
rational thinking open. Revenge loses its
sense of rational reasoning because it is
driven only by the strong fury of emotion only
to instantly hurt someone without wanting
and having the patience to know the truth.
Whereas, law keeps a check on the imbalance
of emotions and that both the sides are taken
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into consideration. Law is superior because it
provides rational attitude and reasoning
unfound in revenge. In our Indian Criminal
Jurisprudence, we drive our rationality
through the non-negotiable honed over
decades of Constitutional Principles and the
Rule of law. There cannot be any
disagreement that the means should follow
all the established legal procedures.
However, in the given case, the accused were
deprived of Article 21 of Constitution of India
which provides that “No person shall be
deprived of his life or personal liberty except
according to procedure established by law”.
Secondly, not only Indian Judicial system
upholds the principle of 'innocent until
proven guilty' but, the Article 11 of Universal
Declaration of Human Rights provides that
every person is innocent unless proved guilty.
Thirdly, no justice can be ever served to the
victim when the accused has not been given
the opportunity of representation. Here the
accused were labelled as criminals and thus
killed depriving them of the both criminal trial
to convict them and as well as the right of
representation. The human life cannot be
reduced to execute someone without judicial
scrutiny. Hence, the Justice was never served.

The anger of the people was genuine; but the
popular anger which provoked cheering of
revenge was not in alignment with the
principles of justice. Our Constitution does
not give justice being swayed by the popular
opinion. It distinct itself from the
majoritarianism by virtue of certain
individual and every case is adjudged on its
own merit and objectivity. Here the
punishment had been completely influenced
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by the public opinion unsupported by the
Constitutional principles.

The Indian Criminal Justice system reflects the
idea of “justice” rather than “power”. Since
the birth of Criminal Law as an instrument of
safety, the principles of impartiality of power
and due process were accordingly
incorporated in the criminal procedure so
that every accused person gets a fair trial. The
police are the protectors / guardian of the
people, who have to act under the same
mandate, however are often found rendering
meaningless exercise of power and unbridled
misuse of authority. The police are the
investigation agency, who can arrest the
criminal and make them face the trial and our
law does not sanction killing of an accused of
any crime merely because he is a dreaded
criminal. This is the basis for a strong judicial
system. The Supreme Court through
landmark judgements has admonished
trigger-happy police personnel who liquidate
criminals and project the incident as an
encounter. The UN Human Rights Committee,
in its several reports, has said that
“encounters are murders”. Many times these
are fake killings which are orchestrated to
conclusively prove them right. Similarly, social
media is the platform to exercise ones opinion
and are not entitled to declare punishment.
Declaring someone guilty falls under the
solely jurisdiction of the courts. The killings
which take place without the judicial
interference are unjustifiable.

Anotheridea and core characteristic of justice
is guaranteeing peace and harmony for the
years to come. A society that does not
guarantee justice takes revenge. The unlawful
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execution of the four men and the support
from the masses makes the country more
savage and less safe for not only a woman
who executes people without trial but will
create more space for fear the powerless
class of the society and opening more doors
for the atrocities in the society. That will also,
set the precedents for the law enforcement
agencies to do something beyond their scope
of mandate. Every police officer will be under
the belief that his extrajudicial killing will be
synonymised with courage under the disguise
of justice and will expect cheers from the
publicand luminariesin the society. It hasand
will also become more ridiculous that the
lawmakers encourage extra-judicial killings
which are bound to pass laws under the ambit
of Constitution. Instead of the
parliamentarians instilling the confidence in
the laws made by them and in the judiciary
found encouraging the extra-judicial killings
will only lead to creation of anarchy in the
society. This will create the disruption and
vacuum in the constitutional beliefs, control
and principles. Demonising the legal system
won't help because the country will go erratic
if justice takes place the idea of revenge. Such
unruly acts thus, raise alarm rather than
satisfying about justice having been done.

The Criminal Jurisprudence in India is based
on Reformative Theory of punishment rather
than the Retributive Theory. Gandhiji, our
Father of Nation, said, “An eye for an eye will
make the whole world blind”. The desire to
execute the accused like in the uncivilized
society is the regressive way back to go for a
democratic country like us that prides itself in
the unprecedented historical legacy of
resisting violence and enduring justice in
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fundamentally non-retributive way. The
Reformative theory is based on principle
'Hate the sin and not the sinner’, that even if
he has committed a crime, he does not cease
to be ahuman being and it believes in curbing
the offence. The events that followed in
Hyderabad case are unknown and unfounded
inour Justice delivery system.

The Hyderabad Encounter is thus a case
where the idea of Justice had lost its character
when it took the form of revenge and true
characteristics of Justice were not served.
The delay of justice is injustice but instant
justice means that the system should
function effectively based on the established
principles of law and not encourage
encounters. There have been the staunch
examples of how the judiciary system has
failed to provide justice at the right time, but
the lacunasin it cannot create a pave to bring
the attitude of revenge in the minds of people
and the public servants and induce more
injustice in the society under the disguise of
justice. This case which makes all of us
wonder that whether the face of justice is
changinginindiaandifitis so, reformsare the
need of the time before there could be more
wilderness in the society. Francis Bacon,
English Philosopher and Statesman once said,
“If we do not maintain justice, justice will not
maintain us”. The day will be soon when such
unjust atrocities, if continued, will engulf the
humanity into lustrous vengeance and
remove the identity of human being bound by
the principles of humanity. The hope of
secure and liveable world is only brought by
justice who induces peace and brotherhood
into human veins.
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Are we 'Reserved' about Taboo-Breaking?

Aniket Thombare, [
2" Year LL.B

We live in a complex, advanced, and fast-paced world, that require
even more complex, advanced, and fast-paced solutions

Anonymous (and slightly modified by me)

India being culturally and historically rich,
inherited various taboos in social, religious
and cultural spheres - majorly being bad
taboos. Though they are implicitly restrictive,
not practicing / following it only meant
isolation by the society in itself being
enforced. Only legislation coming to the
rescue that abolished such practices. Some of
the taboos that we see, Social - stereotyping
gender based roles, isolation of women
during menstruation, talking openly about
mental illness etc. Religious - belief in spirit,
Superstition beliefs etc.

India in the past have witnessed some weird
taboos viz. Males can't shed a tear or Females
can't be loud / bold. Or Females can't do
certain types of job (have witnessed this
while pursuing Mechanical Engineering). And
so on. Fortunately with various attempts for
revolution, some have been abolished while
some still in existence. Another, as depicted
in the Movie 'Padman', females in the
reproductive age are isolated during the
menstruation cycle and also not taken care by
not maintaining hygiene eventually resulting
in the severe health issues or even deaths,
what we're failing to understand is it is mere
science - biology. Also it resulting in the
Sabrimala incidence. The Urban Population
has overcome this, but this is still prevailingin
the Rural India. And it is resulting in
overshadowing of growth of actual talent.
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As I'm writing this, we're just entering the
second week of lockdown declared by the
Central Government to fight the COVID-19
Pandemic, attempting to flatten the curve
below the 'cases double every five days'
curve. Past few days / weeks have taught us to
forget all our taboos, differences, and
discriminations and respect all the people
from the same profession equally, regardless
of any difference. But was it necessary for a
Pandemic to teach us a lesson in the 21st
Century, while the Great Economies of the
World have already moved on for the
betterment, not clinging to the old-age
practices. Certainly not all taboos are bad or
cause obstacles, evidently India has been
praised about being Culturally and Historically
rich so do we Indians, but there have been
various taboos attached to it where
unfortunately even the doctrine of
severability can not help out. | came across
the quote that has redefined my perspective
towards things - 'what if the cure of Cancer
lies with someone left out from Education?"

But there exists one more form of taboos that
goes unnoticed but is very much part of our
system and have inadvertently clinged to it -
behavioral. Here I'm taking the opportunity to
interpret 'taboos' liberally, because being a
'Law' student and having been taught by
amazing 'Law' teachers - Why not! In the field
of Education - being most important as shapes
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our future, we have neither asked 'why' to
seek education nor till 'when' to seek
education. Majority of us think that getting
degrees is the finishing line of education but
in fact it is just a key to stand on the track for
the Full Marathon (Movie Marathon toh abhi
baki hai mere dost!). Do we pursue Education
only to get job and monthly salary that can
pay for our expenses?

Similarly in Civic Responsibility, our learning
of discipline is not much reflected into our
actions on the streets, or likewise. Where do
ourteachingsgointhatregard?

In Political sphere, we don't ask about
deliverables in the manifestos instead get

Constructive Transition of India

With Respect to Societal Change

The primary function of the law is to serve the
society by regulating the behavior of the
members of the society. In the absence of
regulatory behavioral norms which is
provided by law, the society will have to face
anarchy, because in the absence of law every
member actuated by hisinterest would act to
the detriment of everyone else. We today live
in a very sensitive but strong society where
people are aiming to be beacons of virtue and
working towards making our beloved country
a better place, are there impediments ? yes a
lot of those but that does not hinder the
capability of new India to grow and excel,
speaking of impediments there have been
many issues concerning the structure or the
framework of our culture, Sabrimala, triple
talaag to name a few, but in my opinion
instead of focusing on how flawed the olden
ways are we should use them as launch pads
to success, when there is societal change

[106l

carried away with the leaders' personalities
and stay honest to our party affection without
being reasonable.

No doubt, keeping the right taboos intact is
important which may be evident by a few
Indians, asking the right questions, going on
to become best in their respective fields viz.
CEOs of Giant Companies, Bureaucrats,
Political leaders etc. I'm very hopeful of our
Generations leading the way out of this
taboos importantly at a faster pace as anyway
we will evolve.

| would like to end by 'asking', have you been

asking questions, importantly the right ones
inthe right spirit?

Atharva Nitin Kamble, s :
3" Year B.A. LL.B

occurring in India we should also take into
consideration that it is affecting the
population as a whole and along with the
changing nature of the society , there is also
monumental change in the social justice
system as well, Social Justice is not a simple or
single goal of a society but is an essential part
of complex social change to relieve the poor
from handicaps, Penury, toward off distress
and to make their life livable, for greater good
of the society at large.

The aim of social Justice is to attain
substantial degree of social, economic and
Political equality which is the legitimate
expectation. The concept of social Justice
thus takes within it sweep the objective of
removing all inequalities and affording equal
opportunities to all citizens in social affairs as
well economic activities, Art. 38 (2) of the
constitution directs the state to strive "to
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minimize the inequalities in income-" and
endeavors "to eliminate inequalities in
status, facilities and opportunities, not
amongst individuals but also groups of
people residing in different areas or engaged
in different vocations". The apex court has
explained the concept of equality envisaged
by art 38 as equality before the Law is
dynamic concept having many facets. Thus
the apex court has contributed a lot of to
achieve the goal of Social Justice. The firstand
foremost tool that Judiciary has devised is
public interest litigation to promote the
Social Justice. The courts in the country did
everything to help the poor and to break
every procedural Barrier to deliver justice to
the poor. The Supreme Court has given a very
broad connotation to Art 21 so as to include
there in". The Right to live with human
dignity". The concept "derives its life breath
from the directive principles of state policy
.So Right to Education is a fundamental right
the state is under a constitutional mandate to
provide educational institutional at all levels
for the benefit of the citizens.

In this transition of India and the change in
the social justice system we must not forget
the contribution of the judiciary The Role of
Judiciary with respect to certain
unremunerated rights such as, the right to
shelter, right to rehabilitate, right to food,
right to livelihood and right to medical aid is
guested; the Judiciary through its activism
has transgressed into rates reserved for
legislature and executive. It was held that
there in that the fundamental rights are not
islands but have to be read along with the
other rights. Hence reading Article 21 with 14
and 19, It was held that procedure
established by law" under Article-21, of the
Constitution means not Just any procedure
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but aJust, fair, and reasonable procedure. The
right to life includes the right to live with
human dignity and all that goes along with it
namely. The bare necessaries of life such as
adequate nutrition, clothing and shelter over
the head and facilities for reading writing and
exposing oneself in diverse form freely
moving about and mixing and commingling
with fellow human beings.

An Important Inspiration for social Justice can
be drawn from the of preamble, fundamental
Rights ,fundamental duties and Directive
Principles of state policy of the constitution
state that the people of India have under
taken to secure Justice "Social, economic and
Political and the mandate by Article 39A of the
Constituted which Imposes, a duty on the
state to ensure that opportunities for
Securing Justice are not denied to any citizen
by reasons of any economic or other
disabilities t was recognized that the right to
livelihood Under Article 21, Could not be
extended so far as to require that everyone be
provided with a Job, Art 41 The Directive
principle of state policy the state shall seek to
secure the rights to work to its citizen and
even the Directive Principle lays down that
the duty of the state would be within the
limits of its economic capacity and
development also Justice Ravindra Bhat in his
recent SC/ST Amendment Act 2018 said that
“Fraternity assures true equality; Articles
15,17 and 24 seek to achieve this ideal” ,
However, it is universally accepted that the
society is always in a state of flux and is always
changing, sometimes forward and sometimes
backward, despite that the focus should
always be on making the society better day by
day and this change has to inclusive of
everyone only then it would be classified as
constructive change.
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Judiciary: the only Taboo-Breaker

in Contemporary India

Anirvinna A. Bhave, |7
3" Year LL.B &

| measure the progress of a community by the

degree of progress women have achieved.

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar

When | began to write this article, two things
caught my attention. Someone ranted about
how menstruating women must be
prohibited from cooking for their families or
else they would take rebirth as a dog. On the
other side, the Supreme Court of India gave a
very progressive judgment about the role
and appointment of women officers in the
Indian Army. Although we must always see
the bright side (i.e. SC judgment), we cannot
ignore the mentality still prevalent among
the massesinIndia.

After lot of deliberations with myself and
discussions with my near and dear ones,
finally | could crystallize that Gender Equality
is the foremost taboo in India because many
people still do not believe in the same. In
India, we always find people debating on the
topic Feminism v/s Patriarchy. | disagree on
both the sides because each of them tries to
showcase the superiority of one gender over
the other. A pragmatic approach is what is
needed today where each of the gender can
complement each other instead of fighting a
stupid race for superiority.

[108

The word 'taboo' basically means an implicit
prohibition on something (usually against an
utterance or behavior) based on a cultural
sense that it is excessively repulsive or,
perhaps, too sacred for ordinary people. In
India, we tend to create a taboo in almost
each and every field ranging from sex
education to same-sex relationships.
However, the Indian public may not be
blamed for the same because of many
reasons like lack of access to formal
education, prerogative of religion over
rationalism in day-to-day life etc cutting
across all faiths prevalent today.

When we look at the Judiciary as an
institution, we must steer clear of the usual
debate of the judiciary transgressing in the
areas of the Executive because we some of
the times, such intrusions are the need of the
hour. During the period of 1950 to 1985, the
Supreme Court was busy dealing with the
interpretation of Constitution, its
amendments and also other laws.

The first major path breaking judgment of the
Supreme Court was the Shah Bano case of
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1985. In this case Shah Bano, a Muslim
women and wife of Mohammad Ahmad Khan
filed a petition at a local court in Indore,
against her husband under section 125 of the
Code of Criminal Procedure, asking him for a
maintenance amount for herself and her
children. Under the Muslim Law, Mehr
(dower) means money or property which the
wife is entitled to receive from the husbandin
consideration of the marriage as an
obligation imposed upon the husband as a
mark of respect for the wife. The Supreme
Court held that Muslim Law was against
humanity in cases where wife is not able in a
condition to finance or maintain her after the
Iddat period. Further, the Supreme Court also
held that sec 125 of the Code of Criminal
Procedure was secular in nature and can be
made applicable to all religions. This
judgment was a path-breaking one which had
laid the foundation of Uniform Civil Code in
India. However, the government of that day
succumbed to the political pressure and
enacted The Muslim Women (Protection of
Rights on Divorce) Act, 1986, effectively
nullifying the Supreme Court's judgment.
The said act allowed maintenance to a
divorced woman only during the period of
Iddat, or till 90 days after the divorce,
according to the provisions of Islamic law.
Thus, it highlighted that political populism
still dominates over rational principles based
on equality, human rights and social justice in
India.

The next round of progressive taboo-
breaking judgments came after 2015 in which
the Supreme Court touched upon
multifarious issues ranging from the rights of
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single mothers in guardianship to the entry of
women in religious shrines to name a few. The
following judgments were held as
instrumental towards shattering the age old
taboos which were being unfortunately
cherished.

It all started when a Supreme Court Bench in
2015 ruled that an unwed mother in India can
become the sole legal guardian of a child
without the consent of the father. The plaintiff
had asked the courts for permission to apply
for becoming the child's guardian without
informing the father, who, she argued, had
stayed with her for two months and did not
know the child exists. The Supreme Court held
that in today's world, a single mother can
raise her child alone; and the name of an
unconcerned father should not be needed in
granting guardianship to the child. It is
disheartening to see that even today single
mothers are systematically shamed in a
society that still goes by archaic patriarchal
notions of identity. This judgment protected
the privacy of the women and also removes
the stigma of illegitimacy which would have
naturally accompanied the child.

The Indian Penal Code, 1860 which was
enacted by the British contained some archaic
provisions which were inserted to suit the so
called Victorian morality of that time. Some of
them were being misused and hence it was
the need of the hour to remove them from
our statute books and once again the
Supreme Court came to our rescue. In
successive judgments, the Apex Court struck
down section 497 and section 377 of the
Indian Penal Code, 1860.
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In the case of Joseph Shine, the primary
guestion of law before the apex court was
whether to allow section 497 in our rule book
that discriminated between genders which is
a direct violation of Article 14 of the Indian
Constitution. The said section criminalized
the offence of Adultery only when the
consent of the husband is absent. In simple
words, if a wife indulges in sexual intercourse
with another man with connivance of her
husband, the said offence will not amount
to Adultery. This section established
superiority of one gender over another and
led to wife being at a subservient position in
the institution of marriage. The Supreme
Court, while striking down the same, held that
the said section did not regard man and
woman on equal footing and hence is
unconstitutional.

Similarly, in the case of Navtez Singh Johar, the
Supreme Court also struck down section 377
of the Indian Penal Code which criminalised
same sex relationship under the guise of the
term 'unnatural offences.' In this case, the
constitutional validity of sec 377 was
challenged on the grounds of it being
arbitrary and invasive of Privacy and equality.
The Supreme Court held that existence of
section 377 in statute books was bereft of any
logical argument in modern era. It further
held that the choice of a partner, the desire
for personal intimacy and the yearning to find
love and fulfillment in human relationships
have a universal appeal, surpassing age and
time. At the same time, the Supreme Court
was cautious enough to state that section 377
would continue to govern cases of non-
consensual sexual acts against adults, minors
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and acts of bestiality. This was a landmark
judgment for the LGBT community which has
been socially ostracized for a long time and
paved way for equal rights and humane
treatment for the LGBT community.

The next judgment that created a quite a
storm in India was the Sabarimala judgment.
The Sabarimala Temple in Kerala prohibited
the women of menstruating age from
entering the temple. The Supreme Court
struck down this ban and held that exclusion
of women from religious worship, even if it be
founded in religious text, is subordinate to the
constitutional values of liberty, dignity and
equality. Currently, the same is being
challenged before a Constitutional Bench
which will decide whether the Supreme Court
has the power to rule on matters associated
with religious beliefs across all religions.

Inthe second week of February, a bench of the
Supreme Court gave a reformative order
regarding role and appointment of women in
the Armed forces. The Supreme Court allowed
all Short Service Commissioned (SSC) women
officers to opt for Permanent Commission.
The judgment also stated that Command is
now open to women officers and those who
serve beyond 20 years will be entitled to
pension. | personally feel that the role of
women in non-combat functions of the Army
should be encouraged while keeping combat
role restricted only for males because many
studies have shown that the efficiency of
women in combat is less as compared to men
because of physiology of the female body.

Apart from gender sensitisation, the Supreme
Court has also ruled on some other issues like

)

42019-20)




Euthanasia which shatter age-old beliefs. In
2018, the Apex court allowed Passive
Euthanasia in India. Euthanasia means the
practice of intentionally ending a life to
relieve pain and suffering. The Supreme Court
steered clear of the age old debate that life is
bestowed upon the mankind by the almighty
and he alone enjoys the right to withdraw it.
The Supreme Court permitted passive
euthanasia which relates to withdrawal of life
support measures or withholding of medical
treatment meant for artificially prolonging
life. Passive Euthanasia is different from
Active Euthanasia because in active
euthanasia, a specific overt actis done to end
the patient's life whereas in passive
euthanasia, something is not done which is
necessary for preserving a patient's life. The
Supreme Court has also laid down an
elaborate procedure whereby the
certification of Hospital Medical Board
and/or JMFC has been made mandatory. The
Supreme Court has stated that these
directives shall remain in force until the
Parliament makes a law to that effect and till
date, the Parliament has not made law on the
same.

The Supreme Court, in 2017, ruled that
practice of Talag-ul-Biddat (Triple Talag) was

bad in law and against morality. It was further
held that Triple Talaq is instant and
irrevocable, it is obvious that any attempt at
reconciliation between the husband and wife
by two arbiters from their families, which is
essential to save the marital tie, cannot ever
take place and hence invalid because of its
manifest arbitrariness. On the directions of
the Supreme Court, the Central government
has also enacted The Muslim Women
(Protection of Rights on Marriage) Act, 2019
which criminalises the practice of instant talaq
withimprisonment upto 3 years.

It must be noted that in all these cases, it was
only due to judicial activism that India
witnessed such progressive steps. We, as
citizens of this country, must ponder upon the
question that for how long must we depend
upon the judiciary? Ultimately, it is the
executive who has the rule-making power.
Goingone step further, itis we the people who
need to change our thinking and adapt to
more modern but at the same time pragmatic
views which should be free of any
discrimination and archaic ideologies. Now, it
is high time that we, the citizens of India, say
'mea culpa' and shatter the Indian society of
taboos but at the same time ensuring that it
does not cause debasement of the Indian
spirit of culture, ethos and values.

EQUAL
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The Cruel Practice of Animal

Sacrifice in Temples in India

In September 2019, the High Court of Tripura
in its 72 pages pronouncement declared that
the practice of offering sacrifice of animal in
temples of the state to be unconstitutional.
The decision was given in a PIL filed against
the practice which involves serving of animal
heads by sharp cutting swords among the
loud noise of drums and chants of the
devotees. The served heads is then handed
over to priests for chanting mantras, while
the blood of the animals flows within the
precincts of the temple and the drain. It is
regarded that the practice is a traditional
norm of the particular community and they
are following such practice since ages. The
state government defended such practices by
designating it as anintegral part of worship in
the Hindu Religion. To support this, the state
government also placed on record several
documents to prove that the practice of
sacrifice has existed in the temple since time
immemorial. The Court tested the
contentions on the touchstone of Article 25
of the Constitution where it considered
whether such practices can be called as
Essential Religious Practice and whether such
practices are violative on grounds of public
order, morality health or other rights
guaranteed under Part Il of the Constitution.
In its opinion the Court held that only
practices which are an “essential and integral
part of religion” are protected by Art 25(1) of
the Constitution of India. Further the Court
clarified that the practice of animal sacrifice
cannot be said to be the core of the tenets
rituals, ceremonies, beliefs, observances or
the practice of religion within the temple of
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Mata Tripureswari or other temples managed
by the State within the State of Tripura. The
Court also said that in the instant case,
sacrifice of animal in temples is not done out
of necessity but merely on the unsighted
conviction and credence that such activity
would please the deity, who in return would
bestow them with blessings and wellbeing.
Finally the Court declared the practice as
unconstitutional and reiterated the practice is
notanintegral part of Article 25.

The practice of animal sacrifice is believed to
be practiced due to the traditional norms and
it is followed as the ancestors of a particular
community used to follow. In India Animal
Sacrifice is usually practiced under the garb of
religious norms to appease deities and Gods.
However, it is important to consider that no
religion in the world is the preacher of
violence or requires its followers to kill
animals. All the devtas and deities are kind
hearted and bless the humanity to prosper
and live in harmony with each other. The
Sacrifice of an animal in a temple is also
regarded as a brutal practice as it is against
the right of animal as provided under article
21 of the Indian Constitution. The Apex Court
in the landmark Jallikattu Case recognized the
dignity and honour of animals under Article
21 of the Constitution. Further it is important
to understand that certain practices even
though regarded as religious, they have
sprung from merely superstitious beliefs and
should be sensed as only extraneous and
unessential accretion to religion itself. Such
practices should be completely abrogated
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and not to be protected under Article 25 of
the Constitution. It is pertinent to note that
the core of religion is based upon spiritual
values, which the Vedas, Upanishads and
Puranas were said to reveal to mankind seem
to be — “Love others, serve others, help ever,
hurt never” and “Sarvae Jana Sukhino
Bhavantoo”. No religion will preach to harm
the living being including insects and
animals. Hence, it is important to note that
there is vast difference between the true
religious practices and carrying out such
practices which are merely followed without
any conformity. From the legal eyes such
practices are subject to public order, health,
morality, and other provisions relating to
Fundamental Rights as well as the duties
provided in Indian Constitution.

The practice of sacrificing animal are
generally found on the assumptions of
incorrect interpretation of religious
teachings and superstitious beliefs which are
firmly rooted in the minds of the blind
propagators of religion and such practices are
still followed only because the ancestors
were following and the members of such
religions feel that it is their fundamental duty
to follow the religious practices of their
ancestors. The Supreme Court in many cases
has observed that “no usage which is found
to be pernicious and considered to be in
derogation of the law of the land or opposed
to public policy or social decency can be
accepted or upheld by Courts in the country.”
Hence, such practices cannot be allowed to
be followed.

In India, there are many laws which provides
for protection of animals and the
ecosystems. To promote animal welfare and
ensure animal safety, India enacted the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act in 1960.
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Since the enactment of the legislature, there
has been a prolong movement towards
protection of animals and concerns towards
their welfare. The Constitution of India also
provides for protecting animals and wild life.
Through the provisions of fundamental
duties, the Constitution casts the duty to
protect and improve the natural environment
including forests, lakes, rivers and wild life and
to have compassion for living creatures. The
Judiciary has also on number of occasion
attempted to protect the animals by banning
activities which are brutal and which harms
the dignity of animals. Even though law
provides protections to animals, the issue of
sacrifice of animals in temples has still
remained unresolved. Such practices are still
followed in many rural and tribal parts of
India. The Supreme Court on many occasions
have refused to entertain in matters involving
sacrifice of animals by stating that the
Judiciary cannot stop centuries-old traditions
of sacrificing animals by different
communities. It is pertinent to note that, the
Supreme Court in 1958 in the famous case of
Mohd. Hanif Quareshi gave an important
decision regarding total ban on the slaughter
of all categories of animals of the species of
bovine cattle. But after this, the Supreme
Court on many occasions has rejected to
interfere into such matters where religious
practices are involved. On the other hand
recently, the Supreme Court has admitted the
petition which is filed against the decision
given by the Tripura High Court in September
2019 pertaining to ban on Animal Sacrifice in
Temples. Now it is the Supreme Court which
will decide upon the issue regarding animal
sacrifices in temples. It is sure that the
guardian of the Constitution will protect the
rights of the people and will adhere to the
principles of our Constitution.
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Homosexuality: Still a Taboo?

India has always been known as a diverse
country. Diverse inreligion, language, culture,
geography as well as what they consider as a
taboo. Since the past decade, there's been a
lot of changes in the way society is perceiving
things.

For instance, decades ago there wasn't much
awareness about menstruation and hence a
lot of restrictions were put on women who
were menstruating. This is now slowly
changing. But, let's just leave that topic for
another time. In light of recent events i.e
surrounding section 377, | would like to delve
deeperintoit's history and it's implications in
today'sworld.

Homosexuality has always been one of the
many taboos in the Indian society. To an
extent that it was hard for people to come out
and accept themselves. There hadn't been
any awareness and was always referred to as
an “illness”. To say that it's still considered one
or atleast something that can be 'cured'
despite the growing awareness isn't an under
statement. But what more could we expect
considering this belief of homosexuality as a
offense or 'unnatural' was furthered as a
result of it being ingrained in the Indian
constitution.

In alandmark judgment of the Supreme Court
of India, Navtej Singh Johar & Ors. v. Union of
India, consensual intercourse between adults
was decriminalised. Section 377 of the Indian
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penal code was declared unconstitutional.
Section 377 of the IPC refers to 'unnatural
offences' and says whoever voluntarily has
carnal intercourse against the order of nature
with any man, woman or animal, shall be
punished with imprisonment for life, or with
imprisonment of either description for a term
which may extend to 10 years, and shall also
be liable to pay a fine. But all of this came into
being after a long term battle which had being
going about since the last 2 decades. Ruling
out this old colonial law turned out to be a
huge victory for the LGBTQ community in
India as it ensured a step towards securing the
dignity denied tothem fromalongtime.

Let us go back to 1991, where it all started.
AIDS Bhedbhav Virodhi Andolan (ABVA), an
organisation released a document which
contained experiences faced by gay people in
India. They were the first ones to ask for
repealment of section 377. But nothing
concrete could be done by them back then. In
2001, Naz Foundation an NGO filed a public
interest litigation in Delhi High Court
challenging the constitutionality of section
377 and asking for legalisation of
homosexuality in India. After this, the Delhi
High Court dismissed the PIL in 2004 saying
they did not have locus standi on the same.
After filing a special leave petition, the case
was finally admitted as a PIL. There was finally
some good news on the block when the Delhi
High Court struck down the section 377 in
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2009 saying it was violating the fundamental
rights to life, liberty, equality guaranteed by
the Constitution under article 14,15 and 21.
But, in 2013 the LGBTQ community hit a blow
when the Supreme court declared the
judgement of Delhi High court as “legally
unsustainable”and therefore overturned the
ruling. After all of this, certain LQBTQ activists
stepped up and filed a writ petition against
section 377.

Till then, Privacy had been declared as a
fundamental right by the Supreme Court
where it also said that “sexual orientation is
an essential attribute of privacy and
discrimination against an individual on the
basis of sexual orientation is deeply offensive
to the dignity and self-worth of the
individual” and thus raised the hopes to
those campaigning against 377. Also, In 2014,
the NALSA judgement was passed by the
Supreme Court where they recognised the
right to gender identity. Moreover, some
child rights activists had been worried that
the repealing of section 377 would make it
worse for offences against children.
Introduction of The Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012 took
away the same problem. All these legislations
somewhat paved the way for making it
possible to make the case stronger in the
future. Then came the day, which turned out
to be a light in the dark tunnel i.e 6
September 2018, where the Supreme Court
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in 5 judge bench headed by the then CJI Dipak
Mishra diluted Section 377 of the Indian Penal
Code, to exclude all kinds of adult consensual
sexual behaviour. It declared criminalising
consensual intercourse between adults was
arbitrary, irrational and hence liable to be
partially struck down.

We can say that this was one step forward
towards achieving the acceptance in the
mainstream society LGBTQ community
deserves. There's still a lot of social and
cultural acceptance which has to be brought
about. Even though this judgement can be
seen as a achievement for the LGBTQ
community towards normalising
homosexuality, the Supreme Court still
doesn't allow same marriage and adoption
rights for same sex couples. However, the
ruling is definitely a significant step towards
establishing a liberal, equal and progressive
society.

Of course, there were mixed reactions by the
public after the judgment was passed.
Prejudice and stereotyping are still wuite
common with regards to sexual orientation
and gender identity. Regardless, repealment
of 377 contributed to discourse about the
LGBTQ rights as well as the fact that sexuality
exists on a continuam. This being said, We've
still a long way to go with regards to making
proper provisions for the LGBTQ to live as
freely and equally as any other citizen in the
country.
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India: Breaking Taboos

Ivan the Terrible, Vlad the Impaler, Joseph
Stalin, Adolf Hitler, Kim Jong-il and his current
successor: some of the worst leaders in world
history. The Napoleonic wars, the two World
Wars which culminated in the nuclear
devastation of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the
Mongolian conquest led by Genghis Khan,
9/11, 26/11: some of the most horrific world
events ever to be witnessed in human
history. The common element to which these
individuals and atrocities owe their infamy
and notoriety? FEAR.

It is evident from even a brief glance at
history that the only apex predator man has
feared through the centuries is fear itself. Be
it the fear of dying, the fear of humiliation, or
the fear of failure- they have all either fuelled
the flames of irrational and draconian
customs, or truly marvelous achievements.
Every society and culture in the world have
always prohibited certain human behaviour;
we commonly know them as 'taboos'.

India, as ancient and enlightened as its
civilization has been since time immemorial,
is no stranger to taboos. However, while
some of these taboos seem to be based on
certain socially accepted perceptions of what
ought to be, the majority of these
prohibitions, if not all of them, have now
been conclusively proved to possess no place
in futuristic and scientifically inclined
civilization. Every Indian is aware of several
taboos: smoking, drinking, maintaining
relationships of a more discreet and intimate
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nature out of wedlock, among several others.
Itis also unfortunately evident that even after
the level of scientific and humanitarian
progress India has achieved till date, these
taboos manacle the fairer sex to a greater
degree thantheir masculine counterparts.

Touching upon certain taboos mentioned
above, such as drinking and smoking, as well
as other more illicit acts of consumption, the
flaw in the justification of the prohibition is
plain to see: it is not the fact that these acts
will attract divine retribution, so much that
these acts are harmful to the human body in
much more corporeal ways.

Moving onto certain more sensitive topics,
such as partaking in romantic escapades out
of wedlock, with or without precautions. It
can be argued that the main reason for the
restriction on such activities is not truly the
fear of public humiliation, but the fear of a
high likelihood that children born out of such
interactions might grow up without one or
both of the parents, which is detrimental to
the young lives as well as society's progress in
the long run. A much more serious taboo in
Indian society is a woman's choice to
terminate her pregnancy. While the law
allows every woman this right, within reason,
either due to lack of awareness or fear of
social stigma, women are still shackled by this
taboo. There are certain other targets
suffering from similar restrictions on
exercising their free will in matters of

intimacy, namely the LGBT community in
ey
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India; divorcees are also faced by social
stigma. To put it quite bluntly, these taboos
have absolutely no rational foundation and
should therefore not even be dignified with
an attempt to extrapolate the reasoning
behind them.

Onto a very common familial taboo: the
taboo of a child having the choice of career
paths. Indian society is plagued by an
irrational sense of attraction to certain
occupations and professions, with no wiggle
room whatsoever. A child's entire life is
decided by the parents: which career the
child shall pursue, who shall be the future
spouse of the child is selected based on the
potential spouse's profession, the ratio of the
spouse's earnings to that of the child's. There
is no room for love and romance to arise
between two individuals, whose fates have
already been sealed by some whimsical
metaphysical algorithm. For a child to aspire
to anything other than what his or her family
has decided for him or her, is a taboo that
unfortunately still exists today.

It was mentioned earlier that there are
certain taboos that are indeed based on
sensible thought. However, the list is
painfully short. One commendable 'taboo’, if
it can be called that, is the taboo of shirking
one's responsibility to the socially or
physically disadvantaged among us. This is
one of the very few, if not the only, taboo that
actually has a humanitarian basis. However, it
can be submitted that certain other taboos
must be added, for the good of the Indian
population, such as the taboo of
undermining employees and labourers, of
providing substandard products and services
to our countrymen, of denying the indigent
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population basic and necessary facilities to
help them improve their pitiful situations,
among others. It is felt that these 'taboos’,
separated from the traditional fear that the
word carries with itself, and accompanied by a
fear of swift and rational justice, will actually
have the desired effect and control human
behaviour without overburdening it with
superstition and primitive terror.

To conclude this train of thought, what is the
underlying essence of these taboos? Is it truly
divine or demonic retribution? Or is it
something simpler, such as humanity's
animalistic fear of the unknown, the
supernatural, the darkness of the abyss or the
flames of divine justice, manipulated
constantly and creatively to subvert reason
and rational rebellion? A scientific approach
would be to classify these taboos as nothing
but a result of primitive social science. What
this means, is that humanity must learn to
temper its baser instincts of self-preservation
and hedonistic gratification with its potential
to channel extraordinary levels of
enlightened and rational thought and reason.
While this is truly a herculean task, the
educated population of Indian society is
indeed trying to navigate its way out of the
darknessandintothe light. Now, the next step
for the educated masses must invariably be to
lead their less fortunate brethren towards
progress- not merely materialistic, but more
importantly, intellectual progress. Once this
mindset finds its roots in Indian society, these
taboos will wither away, as quite a few of
them already have. “Live and Let Live” ought
to be the grundnorm for India to realize its
potential to the fullest. REASON MUST NEVER
BE ALLOWED TO BE OVERPOWERED BY THE
PRIMALMIND.
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Migration: An Emerging Hurdle

We feel our cities over populated these days.
Chaos on streets, buses with rush, Busy
streets. Are we really overpopulated or just
huge number of people concentrated in this
cities. Our villages are still very calm,
peaceful. Many of the migrants you can easily
see on the streets of your cities, begging,
selling balloons etc. Their common grief is
that nothing left at villages. On the streets of
Pune we can easily see the old couples
begging for food. Most of them are from
Marathwada or Vidarbha region of
Maharashtra, which has been affected by
intense famine. They spend their whole day
begging and at night make their beds on
streets. Similar condition with migrants from
Rajasthan, 10 out 5 migrants on the streets of
Pune are from Rajasthan. Group of families
consist of 2-3 children lives under bridges or
on the streets. It's very common for us now to
see those little children begging and their
parents selling some goods like balloons and
masks. One of the old women from Rajasthan
said that her 6 girls are died because of lack of
medical facilities at their village. Her husband
also expired that's why she came to Pune by
train; someone told her that it is easier to get
some money in Pune than Mumbai. Alike
Pune, In Mumbai several taxi drivers spend
their whole day driving cab and silently sneak
into perilous shelters at night, without the
cities even noticing them. Hundreds of
depressing stories can be seen on the street.
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Hungry and timid faces are often apparent in
front of glamorous shops and on fancy roads.

Migration has been essential part of human
behaviour since ancient times. Ban Ki-moon
says, “Migration is an expression of the
human aspiration for dignity, safety, and a
better future. Itis part of the social fabric, part
of our very make-up as a human family”.
Migration was a key factor in developing
cosmopolitan cities, new global culture and
global society. Today's world's leading
countries like Australia, Canada, America all
are the product of migration from European
continent. Rich and elites form England,
France settled in America. As we can see there
are two types of migration one is for
betterment of individual and another is for
survival of individual. Things are little
different in context of India. Migration for
survival is growing significantly from past few
years. As per Census 2011, 45 million Indians
moved outside their districts of birth for
economic opportunities. Internal migration is
boosted up because of urbanisation. The
basic and most crucial cause of interstate or
intrastate migration is employment and
poverty. Major part of India's population is
still dependent on agriculture, which is the
most underrated occupation. A farmer always
warns his son, not to do agriculture. Natural
calamities, disasters like flood, famine, crop
diseases affects income of the farmer. At the
same time higher rates of seed and lower cost
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of crop in the market give rise to major losses.
Many cases across country can be seen where
returns are equal or even less than cost of
production. Government is failing at making
innovative policies for farmers and
agriculture sector while it is spine of rural
economies. That's why rural economies are
not growing. Buyers don not have enough
money in their hands. Similarly thereis severe
question of tenant farmers and farm workers.
Individual who does not poses any land has to
give rent to the land owners, which is not
affordable because of lower returns. Above
factors matters the most in increasing
migration. A decade before seasonal
migration was significant. People used to
migrate for employment in different areas
and different industries such as construction
workers, sugarcane workers. But today large
part of the cities occupied by permanent
migrants.

According to the State of World Population
report, more than half of the world's
population lives in urban areas and number
growing rapidly. Urbanisation in India is
product of demographic explosion and
poverty. According to The Economic Survey of
India 2017, the magnitude of inter-state
migration in India was close to 9 million. This
unorganized and uncontrolled migration is
leading towards indefinite growth of slums.
Major problem is health and education.
Migrants do not earn that much which they
can spend on health and education. All family
needs to work which results in child labour.
Lack of cleanliness causes various health
problems spread of diseases. The new
generation in slum suffers malnutrition and
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health deficiencies. It was easy before a
decade to get a job than today. Even if a
migrant gets a job, in an unorganized and
chaotic labour market, migrant workers
regularly face conflicts and disputes at
worksites. The common issues they face are
non payment of wages, physical abuse,
accidents and even deaths. Many workers
working in informal market can't afford to go
to labour courts. Various cases of exploitation
of migrant workers happen because natives
are quite arrogant about migrants. Hatred
crimes happen because native people think
that this people are stealing their
employment. Another consequenceis cultural
and religious clashes amongst mixed society.
Migrant has to adjust according to the culture
of that region. Most common problem he
faces is linguistic conflict. Residents of
particular city are proud of their culture and
language which is good thing but they
forcefully impose their culture on others is
violation of individual right to profess and
practice his religion and culture. This problem
gave birth to several political and social
organisations. This organisations claim that
they secure rights of residents. In recent years
many cases of violence against migrants are
noticeable. In 2018, In Ahmedabad, around 47
migrants from Bihar were held hostages at a
factory because a native was raped by a
migrant. According to reports, more than
50,000 workers form UP, Bihar and Madhya
Pradesh have fled fearing violence. This
resulted in shutdown of factory which caused
great economic loss.

Crimes against migrants develop anger in their
minds. In recent times there is slight increase
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in crimes committed by migrants. Infamous
Nirbhaya rape case is ideal example of crimes
committed by migrants. Basically migrants
come from very narrow minded social
thinking. Their culture is more conservative
than city culture. Their views towards
women, society are very different in compare
to metropolitan citizens. One of the convictin
Nirbhaya case said that it is so unethical and
antisocial that a girl roaming with a boy at
night. Similarly, again there were migrants
who raped Priyanaka Reddy, a teen girl in
Ahmedabad. Frustration at work place,
tension of family brings psychological
problems to migrants. Their views are getting
aggressive towards people living in luxurious
appt., driving expensive cars. They cannot
afford that thing that's why they wish to steal
that thing from owners. Many of the times
migrants are main convicts in major thefts. A
big burglary was reported in Virugambakkam
in March, 2018 wherein two Nepalese
suspects and six others from north Indian
state drilled a hole using gas cutters and
decamped with 100 sovereigns of gold
jewellery kept in safe. An inspector General
of Police said,” We believe most of these
offences are committed by the migrant
population. They join any educational
institute or work as a labour or as workers in
any other unorganized sector. No authorities
maintain proper records of their movement.”
Similar cases of such burglaries are reported
in Kerala, Gujrat, and Maharashtra which
were committed by migrants. Not always
these migrants are the problem but in many
casestheyare.

Migration has become real panic to the cities.
It is continuously ignored by government
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authorities. There are lots of solutions to this
problem. Government is busy in making 100
smart cities instead of that they should have
been focus on making smart villages. This is
called decentralisation of resources. Main
problem of the day is there is huge
concentration of population at one place. This
is leading toward vast urbanisation. But now
the need is government has to focus on
developing villages supporting rural
economies. If villages in India will be self
dependent then there will be no incentive to
migrate in the minds of needy one. One can
easily find employment at his village. This
classic solution was given by our father of
nation Mahatma Gandhi years before. In
today's world, Gandhi's words that India's
survival depends on the well being of its
villages seem even more pertinent. Budget
allocation should be more for investment in
rural economies. Basic problem of village
economy is there is no money circulation.
Money isin the hands of those who owns land
and lendsloan. Whilst this money should be in
the hands of masses then there will be
demand. And rural economies will get
strengthen.

Worst condition of educational facilities at
villages is also one of the reasons of
migration. Education is basic need of human
being. It is an enlightening experience, as it
makes us a better version of ourselves.
According to the ASER (Annual Status of
Education Report) 55.8% of children reading
in class five in government schools are not
able to read the class tow-level text. More
than 70% of class eight students are unable to
do division correctly. This condition is because
of the limited funding, while education is so
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important element but still only 3.6% of GDP
government spend on Education. There is a
crunch in the availability of academic
resources, especially in government schools.
Lack of amenities like Toilet and bathroomes,
even the minimal requirements of a school
like blackboards, books, stationery, and
desks are not sufficiently fulfilled. So,
ambitious youngsters leave villages for their
education. There is sturdy need of
educational reforms.

While bunch of people is running towards
cities there are some inspirational villages in
India that will make us ditch our city life and
settle over there. From renewable energy to
organic farming, these villages have shown
their strength of becoming self dependent.
One very appreciable village is Dharnai in
Bihar, a small village of 2000 population near
Bodhgaya. Once this village suffered from
basic issue of electricity like most villages in
India, but for the first time in 30 years these
village achieved access to electricity. It was
the first milestone towards era of renewable
energy. In contrast the lives of women in
Dharnaichanged drastically. Electrification of
village with the help of renewable energy
brought lots of socio-economic changes in
the life of villagers. Children can study late
night and women no longer needed to finish
preparing meals before the sun set. Farming
also got improved. Villagers use electricity in
irrigation in effective manner. Another
inspiring example of self sufficient village is
Chizami village in Nagaland's Phek district.
Chizami has been scripting a quiet revolution
in terms of socioeconomic reforms and
environmental protection for almost decade.
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Chizamiis a model village in Naga society. Lots
of people from all over India now visit Chizami
and apply for internship. This model focuses
on health issues, women's rights, community
programmes, food security, and
environmental conservation. They have
achieved this glory because of their weaving
industry. Staring with seven weavers, Chizami
weaves today has a strong network of more
than 300 women in Chizami and 10 other
villages in Phek district. In this modern time
they looked beyond weaving shawls and now
they weave stoles, cushion covers, belts,
mufflers. Digitalization and e-commerce
helped them to reach their product across
country. They have buyers from Mumbai,
Benguluru, Chennai. Another very famous
village is Ralegan Siddhi in Parner tahsil of
Ahmednagar district. Ralegan Siddhi is in a
drought-prone and rain-shadowed are of
Maharashtra. In 1975, this was place of
poverty, hopelessness and timidness. Lack of
natural resources meant that this village of
about 2500 people, mostly farmers, in-
farmable. Wells runs dry which made it
difficult for people to find drinking water. In
result most of people started migrating to
near districts like Ahmednagar and Pune in
search of livelihood and work. But a bright
light emerged, retired army man influenced
by Gandhian thoughts named Anna Hazare
decided to find solution for large scale
migration, ill health, low productivity. He
started getting people involved in water
conservation and harvesting. He knew that
the only way that the village could be revived
was with the participation of the entire
community and especially youth which often
migrate towards city. He was able to identify

[121]



water development as the primary need of
the village, and that helped to mobilize
people. Water conservation, preventing soil
erosion and effective irrigation have changed
the face of Ralegan Siddhi. Now the total
productivity has increased manifold. There is
healthy community in village and complete
self sufficiency has been achieved. Now
youth of Ralegan Siddhi is also making
investing their power to strengthen their
village and other villages also. Because of
these increasing migration stopped
drastically. From above we can conclude that

Exploration: Taboos and India

Benjamin Franklin has rightly said, “Change is
the only constantin life. One's ability to adapt
to changes will determine the success in life.”
Having seen India, we have adopted 'change’
in various arenas, fields, hoping that it gets
'‘well-adapted' to the change as well. The
change has been a continuous process, but
specifically in the recent past, few minuscule
changes have integrated to go and break the
taboosinIndia.

Now, as far as India is considered, taboois the
only concept that isn't a taboo! So there
exists a taboo and everyone knows about it
but none is ready to accept it as a taboo,
rather just a part of the lifestyle. 'Marital
rapes' is still a concept that is yet to enter the
legal field in a full-fledged manner. Leave the
topics with a legal shade to it, common topics

[122|

one good school-college, efficient health care
centre and innovative administration are the
very fundamental needs of the villages and
beyond this a creative and constructive vision
can bringinfinite socio-economic changes.

There are various solutions to this emerging
problem of migration. Many of them are
discovered, but still it is severe issue of
research. It can be a futuristic sustainable
model of development. India's route of to a
successful future lies not through
industrialization or globalization but instead
through reinvigoration of its villages.
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of like menstruation, sexual health are also
not discussed! In fact, many girls still use
symboliclanguage just to convey that they got
their periods, discussion still remains far.
Apart from bearing the physical weakness,
girls have to roam about and face such a
'tabooed' environment.

Perhaps, that is where change plays an
important role. And when change is backed
by law, taboo- breaking becomes a mandate.
The verdict in respect to the Sabarimala-entry
issue is an example. Post the SC's orders too,
reportedly, the number of women going
inside the temple is just a few (not to talk
about the stand of the temple authorities),
but it has atleast started a thinking-process
within the people's minds. Breaking taboos,
as | perceive, do not call for a mere opposition
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of the traditions, it is just that they have to be
talked about freely and openly. In case they
fail to satisfy their practice on any of the
bases, be it legal, scientific, philosophical,
logical, etc. they may be struck down as well!
In this regard, the repealing of Section 377 of
the IPC, the criminalisation of Triple Talaq
have added to the taboo- breaking process.

Now in India, culture forms a major part of
the societal actions and reactions. Art
expresses and showcases the culture of a
society. Indians are good connoisseurs of art
and thus any change in the field of art has an
effecton us, our thinking processes as well.

Within the field of art, | have zeroed down on
the changes that Indian cinema saw of recent,
and eventually the taboos that it tried to
break. Back in 2018, actress Deepika
Padukone took a bold stance of voicing out
the male- female pay disparity in Bollywood.
She reportedly turned down movies given
there was a huge difference in the pay scale of
herself and that of her male co-actor. Several
actresses went on to support and follow
Deepika's stand.

Given there was an initiation of the 'Me too'
movement in Hollywood, quite a few
actresses, models of the film industry came
forward and voiced about the tabooed issue
associated with the showbiz-'casting couch'.

Furthermore, Bollywood in the recent past,
has been vocal about the taboos that have
beenin existence in India through films like 'Ki
& Ka', that talks about the choice of roles in a
marriage, that women may be the bread-
earners while men, the bread-makers. There
was 'Padman’, that talked about a man who
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manufactured sanitary napkins, his life in
village and the background of women around
him. On similar lines, there was 'Toilet- ek
prem katha' which talked about the
installation of a 'latrine' inside the house,
which is still a taboo in parts of the country.
Then in 2019 came the movie 'Shubh mangal
jyaada savdhan' that talks about same-sex
relationships in India. Having come from
Ayushmann Khurrana who is known for
making off-beat-issue-based movies
successful, change is being seen, talked
about.

Finally, how can we forget about the much
tabooed nepotism that occurs everywhere
and was addressed to specifically in
Bollywood by Kangana Ranaut? Thus, be it
various issues related to art, cinema,
Bollywood or for that matter, the fashion
industry, wherein top fashion designer
Sabyasachi showcases dark- skinned girls as
his models, trying to break the taboos
regarding skin colour and beauty in India,
changeisapparent.

What is expected next is that this 'change’
goes on breaking many such taboos
associated with various fields in India and
adds on to the social evolution process. Such
minor acts, if not affect many physically have
actually initiated a 'thinking process' as
mentioned earlier, which for sure is a
harbinger of breaking of many more taboos in
India, in the coming years. India, as | envision,
can be a step ahead than today if it promotes
its great culture, but at the same time, is open
to talking about the taboos that are just
whispered about internally!
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An overview on Mental Health: Breaking

the Taboo

INTRODUCTION

With India topping the list of 'most depressed
countries in the world', we take a look at the
current scenario in the country. Undoubtedly,
many films, initiatives and celebrities
successfully broke the taboo around mental
health, but it is still a long journey ahead. It is
one thing to identify the problem, and a
whole new struggle to make people sensitive
towards it. India ranks number one in the
most depressed countries list. “Just get ready
and go out”, “Buy something, it will cheer you
up” or “God gave you everything so you have
no reason to be feeling this way” are some of
the statements directed at people with
mental health issues. The recent statistics
reveal that the number of psychiatrists is as
low as one per 2,00,000 people. That's an
alarming rate. Also, in the findings, China
ranks second and, surprisingly, the USA in the
third position. It's one thing for a third world
country to be in the top 3, but a world power
being there only goes to prove that
depression, anxiety and stress need more
sensitive indicators than poverty, wealth and
facilities.

MENTAL HEATH- INDIAN SCENARIO

The WHO has defined sustainable
development goals and elaborated the
impact of mental illnesses and suicide on
them. The suicide rate in India in 2015 at
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15.7/100,000 is higher than the regional
average of 12.9 and the global average of 10.6.
Suicide is the leading cause of death among
those aged 15-29 in India. There remains a
massive unaddressed need within the
population.

The treatment gap, as measured by the
absolute difference between the prevalence
of mental illnesses and the treated
proportion, has been found to be 76%—85% in
less-developed countries. One of the major
reasons attributed to such a wide treatment
gapisthe problem of inadequate resources. In
India, inadequacy exists in infrastructure as
well as in human resources. Despite
improvements in various health indicators,
India contributes disproportionately to the
global burden of disease. Our health
indicators compare unfavorably with other
middle-income countries and India's regional
neighbours. A large proportion of the
population ends up impoverished because of
high out-of-pocket health-care expenditures
and suffers the adverse consequences of the
poor quality of care.

ROADMAP FOR MENTAL HEALTH
AWARENESS

For the large Indian population to be involved
inits own mental health, the only way forward
is through enhancing mental health
awareness which will generate its own
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demand. With rising awareness, it can be
expected that early recognition and access to
treatment will follow, as will the adoption of
preventive measures. It can also be expected
that with enlarging awareness in a
democratic society, advocacy, leveraging of
political will, funding, and cross-synergies
shall follow. It is envisaged that bulk of the
awareness contributions shall flow from the
following six platforms.

1. Conventional media

Government programs

Educational system

Industry

Internet, social media and cellphones
6. Crowd-sourcing

MENTAL HEALTH — UNITED NATIONS AND
WORLD HEALTH ORGANISATION (WHO)

vk wnwN

Persons with mental and psycho-social
disabilities often face stigma and
discrimination, as well as experience high
levels of physical and sexual abuse, which can
occur in arange of settings, including prisons,
hospitals and homes. The economic cost of
mental health problems is vast, while
reasonable investment in mental health can
contribute to better mental health for
people. Poor mental health is both a cause
and a consequence of poverty, compromised
education, gender inequality, ill-health,
violence and other global challenges. It
impedes the individual's capacity to work
productively, realize their potential and make
a contribution to their community. There is
growing recognition within the international
community that invisible disabilities, such as
mental health is one of the most neglected
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yet essential development issues in achieving
internationally agreed development goals.

Although youth are generally considered a
healthy age group, 20 per cent experience
some form of mental-health condition.
Mental conditions, which include behavioural
and mental-health problems are the leading
causes of adjustment problemsin adolescents
and young people. They contribute heavily to
disability and lost productivity across the life
course.

Moreover, youth with mental-health
conditions face considerable stigma, which
serves as a major barrier to help-seeking. A
recent study in one European country
estimated that the proportion of people
affected by mental illness who experienced
some form of discrimination at some point
during their illness to be approximately at 70
per cent. Discrimination was likely to be
greater in developing countries where there
was less recognition and awareness of mental
health issues. Help-seeking behaviour was
less likely among young people who are even
more likely to be impacted by stigma,
embarrassment and the lack of basic
knowledge about mental health.

Only recently have mental-health issues
attracted global attention: historically, the
focus has been on physical health and
economic development. There have been
some efforts by research groups,
organizations and agencies to increase
recognition and understanding of the issues
affecting those youth at risk for, and
experiencing, mental-health conditions. In
2010, the World Health Organization (WHO)
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launched its report on Mental Health and
Development and, later that year, the United
Nations General Assembly adopted a
resolution on global health and foreign policy
highlighting mental health as a major area for
attention in development. There has been a
significant increase in the amount of global
research conducted on youth mental health,
much of which has focussed on identifying
risk and protective factors, and on promising
approaches for preventing and stemming
these concerns.

THE MENTAL-HEALTH CONDITION OF
YOUTH ISAN EMERGING GLOBAL CONCERN

The opportunities for the social and
economic integration of young people
affected by mental-health conditions are
severely limited. This section examines the
impact of mental-health conditions for young
people on developmental outcomes and on
the quality of their own lives. Mental-health
conditions lower the self-esteem of young
people, and limit not only their social
interactions and academic performance, but
also their economic potential and wider
engagement with their communities. The
overall disease burden of mental-health
conditions expressed as the number of years
lost due to ill-health, disability or early death,
known as disability-adjusted life years
(DALYs), has been on the rise. This section
considers various factors — such as cultural
and contextual circumstances, poverty,
homelessness, street life, juvenile justice
systems, mental-health care systems, and the
impact of orphaning by HIV/ AIDS —that affect
young people's emotional and mental health.
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Nearly one fifth of the global population is
comprised of youth between the ages of 14-
24, with 85-90 per cent of this group living in
low-resource people are at the greatest risk of
a range of mental-health conditions during
their transition from childhood to adulthood
due, in large part, to the host of physical,
psychological and emotional changes which
occur during this vulnerable period.

Across all age groups, the proportion of DALYs
due to mental disorders has increased by an
estimated 38 per cent since 1990, and it is
expected that this burden will continue torise
(Murray and others, 2012). Mental-health
conditions are associated with behavioural
health risks such as substance use, unsafe
sexual behaviour and violence, increased risk
of communicable and non-communicable
diseases, injury and all-cause mortality.
Mental-health conditions perpetuate a
negative cycle of poverty and social exclusion.
They impact work-related performance
negatively, including employability, work
performance, hours worked and overall work-
related productivity. Taken together, these
data illustrate the significant impairment,
disability and disease burden associated with
mental-health conditions. Therefore, the
prevention of mental-health conditions must
be aglobal public-health priority.

RISK FACTORS CONTRIBUTING TO THE
DEVELOPMENT OF MENTAL-HEALTH
CONDITIONSIN YOUTH

This section considers the risk factors for
mental-health conditions. Many aspects of
life, including poverty and social exclusion,
circumstances such as bullying, traumatic
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events, and conflict and post-conflict
experiences, have deleterious impacts on
mental-health conditions among youth. In
many cases, perpetrators of bullying and
violent events also suffer from mental health
conditions whereas, traditionally, more
emphasis is given to victims. The section
concludes with a discussion on the risk
factors that contribute to the development of
mental-health conditions in youth living in
low- and middle-income countries. While
many of the risk factors associated with
mental-health conditions for youth in low-
and middle-income countries are the same as
those in high-income countries, young
people in low- and middle-income countries
face a particular set of risk factors, such as
poor nutrition, lack of resources, poor
educational systems, conflict, war and
displacement.

A variety of risk factors for mental-health
conditions is considered next, with a
particular focus on bullying, stress, traumatic
events, exposure to conflict, and poverty.
Evidently, youth may face a number of
stressors in the course of their development,
and it is often more the accumulation of
these risks which portends greatest risk,
ratherthananyone particular experience.

Following are some Risk factors contributing
to mental health of the youth

1. Bullyingand Peer Rejection.

2. Adverse and Traumatic events in
childrenandyouth.

3. Conflict and Post-Conflict mental
health.
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PREVENTION, SELF-DEVELOPMENT AND
SOCIAL INTEGRATION OF YOUTH WITH
MENTAL-HEALTH CONDITIONS:
APPROACHES AND PROGRAMMES

Given the concerns about access to care and
stigma, it is helpful to consider the role of
mental-health promotion and the prevention
of mental-health conditions, as this may
reduce the need for services, and better link
everyday practice with services through
enhanced systems of care. Multiple
frameworks have been put forth to
characterize both the public-health approach
to prevention, and the continuum from health
promotion to treatment. These models are
gaining increased recognition and some
traction in diverse service settings, including
education, juvenile justice and child welfare,
in addition to the more traditional areas of
medicine and public health, all with the goal
of preventing mental-health conditions.
These public-health models not only can be
applied in multiple settin3gs, but they also
have utility for preventing and addressing a
range of behavioural and mental health
conditions across the life course. One of the
earliest public-health approaches to
prevention put forth by Caplan (1964)
outlined primary, secondary and tertiary
prevention. Specifically, primary prevention
efforts aim to reduce or eliminate the
incidence of a particular disorder, whereas
secondary prevention efforts focus on early
identification and treatment of the disorder.
Tertiary prevention emphasizes the reduction
of disorder-related impairment and disability.
Although some researchers have challenged
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this approach, this model dominated the field
of prevention science until the early 1990s. In
the United States, the Institute of Medicine's
Committee on the Prevention of Mental
Disorders and Substance Abuse among
Children, Youth and Young Adults. Proposed a
slightly modified version of the Caplan model,
in which the term 'prevention’ was to be used
for interventions administered before the
onset of a clinically-diagnosable disorder. In
contrast, 'treatment' was to be used for the
provision of services designed to reduce the
symptoms of, or treat, an existing disorder.
Finally, the term 'maintenance' was to be
used for care that enhanced rehabilitation
and reduced the risk of recurrence following
resolution of an episode of acute mental
disorder. The Institute of Medicine reportalso
recommended the adoption of a modified
version of Gordon's (1983) three-tiered
prevention framework for mental disorders,
which advocated universal, selective, and
indicated preventive interventions:

Universal preventive interventions target an
entire population group (e.g., campaigns and
social media related to suicide prevention,
smoking, or youth violence; school-wide
social-emotional curriculums to prevent
mental-health conditions).

Selective preventive interventions target
high-risk subpopulations as determined by
biological, psychological, or social factors
associated with the onset of a disorder (e.g.
social-skills training for children of depressed
parents, cognitive behavioral approaches for
adolescents with exposed to trauma).
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Indicated preventive interventions target
individuals at highest risk of developing the
disorder based on subclinical signs that do
not yet meet full diagnostic criteria (e.g.
mood management for adolescents with
elevated anxiety symptoms.

CONCLUSION

Worldwide, mental health has been
neglected by governments and policymakers
alike. Approximately one third of countries
lack mental-health budgets, and many that
do designate funding allocate less than 1 per
cent of their overall health budget to mental
health, with lower-income countries
spending a smaller overall proportion of
health funds on mental health than higher-
income countries. Disparities between need
and available services exist in all countries;
although treatment rates are higher in high-
income countries than elsewhere, they still
do not exceed 50 per cent of need. In low and
middle-income countries, the treatment gap
often exceeds 75 per cent. In high-resource
settings, underfunded and unequally-
distributed programmes have contributed to
these gaps, while low and middle-income
countries must also combat an overwhelming
lack of trained mental-health providers.
Considering that most of the earlier strategies
to enhance mental health have not
succeeded over the past six decades or more
in less-developed countries, the time has
come to take on a new approach with
renewed vigour. Mental health awareness
can become both the means and the way of
ending this apathy. Progressive government
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policies based on evidence-based
approaches, an engaged media, a vibrant
educational system, a responsive industry,
aggressive utilization of newer technologies
and creative crowd-sourcing might together
help dispel the blight of mentalillnesses.

Identifying the cause

Psychiatrist Dr Purnima Nagaraja shares her
expert observation regarding mental health.
She says, “Ultimately, it boils down to the
individual. Stress plays a big role. This could
be because of the work environment like the
fear of being fired, educational pressures or
family dynamics.”

With 1.5 lakh students committing suicide
and the levels of depression gone up by three
per cent in the last year alone, by 2020, the
prediction is that one in three will be
depressed. That's not a positive indicator of
the future.

“Vulnerable groups — women, children,
jobless, homeless, manual labourers, and
LGBTQ — have more chance of being
subjected to high stress and anxiety. Apart
from this, relationship quotient, social
isolations, and behavioural addiction with
respect to selfies, social media and porn are
also relevant factors influencing our mental
health,” explains Dr Purnima.

Orthodox & rigid parenting

With kids as young as six years old being
depressed, it makes one wonder about the
environment that they are brought up in.
“Indian parenting is more orthodox and there
is less democracy for children. Poor
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communication, parents' busy schedule to
run the house, single parenting, and lack of
educational choices can put the little ones in
high-stress environment,” she adds.

As a millennial, Jayavardhini Delhikar, now a
full-time mom, feels that 'FOMOQ' is a driving
force to create a vacuum in our lives. “We are
constantly looking to be happier and not
happy with what we already have. This
materialistic urge to buy and consume more
because we want to be better and 'more
happening' when compared to others can
create absolute havoc,” notes she.

Ways to help

The only way to deal with these issues is by de-
demonisation and de-stigmatisation, feels the
psychiatrist who says, “We make it so difficult
for people with mentalissues to lead a normal
life. They won't get jobs, no insurance cover
and at any emotional outburst, people
assume that they have some chronic
condition.”

From Jayavardhini's personal experience of
dealing with a close family member's mental
health issues, she also reiterates what Dr
Purnima Nagaraja had to say. “It is personal.
Only the person going through it will
understand. Others can help by listening and
finding the root cause. Just treat mental
health like any other ailment. See a doctorand
take medications if required. Today, nervous
breakdown is common, so | make sure to have
good quality of sleep and an active lifestyle to
help reduce stress levels,” she shares.
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Cyber Defamation

Preeti Gwalani, [
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“Media used to be one way. Everyone else in the world just had to listen.
Now the internet is allowing what used to be a monologue to become a dialogue.
But it may not be in a healthy way always”

The recent developments in wireless
technologies and the exceptional rise of the
global cultures has led to the vast expansion
of internet and social media. Internet has
expanded the horizons of communication
more than ever and has changed the pace of
life forever. But as the saying goes there are
always two faces to a coin, In the same way
even internet has two facets positive as well
as negative, On one hand It is used for
creating a change in our life and On the other
hand it's widespread use has given new
dimensions to crimes and new ways of
committing crimes.

Internet not only facilitates but also
promotes Freedom of Speech and Expression
guaranteed under Article 19(1)(a) of the
Constitution of India. However In today's era
it is used by people to tarnish the reputation
of another. Cyberspace is a term used for
computer network where the
communication takes place through
electronic medium. The crime done on the
internet or committed by using computer is
known as cyber crime. And Cyber defamation
isonesuch crime.

Defamation means harming the reputation
of a person in the eyes of third person and
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this can be done by words of mouth, written
words, by signs or by visible representation of
anything which harmsthe reputation of other.
Defamation done in cyber space is known as
Cyber Defamationi.e Itis done through virtual
medium but the traditional definition of
defamation is also applicable to cyber
defamation. The online statements are
accessible to public who use online services
and hence the online defamation may harm
the dignity and injure the reputation of the
victim and that too on a global level. At the
heart of the matter in the defamation context
is the often unshackled dissemination of
controversial allegations in cyber space.
Responsive nature of online communications
on the internet has made the user far less
guarded than before with respect to the
content of their message. Such activity not
only includes defamatory statements by
ordinary citizens, but also encompasses
careless thoughtless and legally questionable
remarks by a variety of persons and groups
whose position enables them to attract large
audience to their websites. There is no
deficiency of Ruling Party and Opposition
party jokes, cartoons and videos coming as
your regular WhatsApp updates. Now on the
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internet everyone can be a publisher as well
as a victim of defamatory publication. A
defamatory allegation need only be disclosed
to one individual for its publication to be
proved. Since a publication on internet can be
circulated to endless number of people
leading to further cause of action, this has led
to cyber space becoming a highly prone area
for defamation.

Right against Defamation—A Human Right

Right to Freedom of Speech and Expression is
a highly valued and cherished right however
this doesn't mean that one can defame
another. Right against Defamation or Right to
Reputation is recognized as a basic human
right in International as well as in national
legal perspective. In Subramanian Swamy v
Union of India, AIR 2014 SCC, The Hon'ble
Supreme Court has observed that Right to
Reputation is a Fundamental Right
guaranteed under Article 21 of The
Constitution of India.

Article 12 of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights seeks to protect the reputation
of individuals from arbitrary attack on
reputation as follows-

“No one shall be subjected to arbitrary
interference with his privacy, family, home or
correspondence nor to attacks upon his
Honour or reputation. Everyone has the right
to the protection of the law against such
interference or attacks.”

Article 17 of the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights also corresponds to
the above mentioned words. Article 10 of the
European Convention on Human Rights also
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recognizes right to reputation as basic human
right by way of imposing restriction on
freedom of speech and expression.

Legal Provisions w.r.t.Defamation:-

Defamation in India is both a criminal and a
civil offence. In Civil law, defamation falls
under the Law of Torts, which imposes
punishment in the form of damages awarded
to the claimant. Under Criminal Law,
Defamation is bailable, non-cognizable and
compoundable offence.

1. IndianPenal Code

a. Section 499 of IPC says that
“Whoever by words either spoken or
intended to be read or by signs and
visual representations makes or
publishes any imputation concerning
any person intending to harm or
knowing or having reason to believe
that such imputation will harm the
reputation of such person is said,
except in the 10 cases(eg fair
comment, truth etc) defined in the
section, to defame that person”

For eg- If someone publishes some
defamatory statement about some
other person on a website or send
emails containing defamatory
material pertaining to an individual
to other persons with the intention to
defame the other person about
whom the statement has been made
would amount to cyber defamation.

b. Section 500 of IPC provides for
punishment wherein “any person
held liable under section 499 will be
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2.

punishable with imprisonment of
two years or fine or both”

c. Section 469 deals with forgery. If
anyone creates a false document or
fake account by which it harms the
reputation of a person. The
punishment of this offence can
extend up to 3 years and fine. Eg-
creating a fake facebook account of
someone and sending offensive
messages.

d. Section 503 of IPC deals with the
offence of criminal intimidation by
use of electronic means to damage
one'sreputationinsociety

Information Technology Act 2000

Section-67 of the Information
Technology Act deals with the
publication of obscene material and
provides forimprisonment and fine.

Section 65A and 65B of The Indian
Evidence Act 1872 provides for
Admissibility of electronic records as
evidence.

A person aggrieved of the offence of the
cyber defamation can make a complaint
to the Cyber Crime Investigation Cell
which is a branch of the Criminal
Investigation Department.

Judicial Pronouncements

1.
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SMC Pneumatics (India) Pvt. Ltd. v.
Jogesh Kwatra AIR 2016

This is India's first case on Cyber
Defamation, In this case, the Defendant
Jogesh Kwatra being an employee of the

plaintiff company started sending
derogatory, defamatory obscene, vulgar,
filthy and abusive mails to employers as
also to different subsidiaries of the said
company all over the world with the aim
to defame the company and its Managing
Director Mr. R.K Malhotra. The Plaintiff
filed a suit for permanent injunction
restraining the defendant from doing his
illegal acts of sending derogatory emails
to the Plaintiff. Prima facie case was made
out of the Plaintiff and it was concluded
that legal right of Plaintiff was violated.
Consequently The Delhi High Court
restrained the defendant from sending
derogatory, defamatory, obscene, vulgar,
humiliating and abusive mails either to
the Plaintiff or to its sister subsidiaries all
over the world including their managing
directors and their sales and marketing
departments.

State of Tamil Nadu v. Suhas Katti

This case is about the posting of obscene,
defamatory and annoying message about
a divorcee woman in the yahoo message
group. E-Mails were also forwarded to
the victim for information by the accused
through a false e-mail account opened by
him in the name of the victim. The posting
of the message resulted in annoying
phone calls to the lady in the belief that
she was soliciting. Based on a complaint
made by the victim in February 2004, the
Police traced the accused to Mumbai and
arrested him immediately. Prima Facie
case was made out and based on the
evidence, The Additional Chief
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Metropolitan Magistrate held the
accused guilty of offences under sec-469,
200 IPC and 67 of the IT act and thus this
case is notable since the accused was
convicted within a relatively quick time of
7 months from the filing of FIR.

Cyber Space is a place where people
spend majority of their time be it school
going children or youngsters. It is good to
share things but one must know what
consequences a particular thing comes
up with. India has emerged as a new
battleground for cyber disputes and
crimes. Delivering hate speech has
become very common in this country
however the country lacks a proper
system of cyber defamation laws though
the traditional laws are applicable but
they are not adequate enough to deal
with the problems that arise through
internet. Legal provisions must provide
assurance toits users and empowerment
to law enforcement agencies. There
should be certain rules and regulations
posed by the internet service providers,
They should have certain stringent
policies against people who post abusive
comments, Also people should be aware
of their limitations, because 80% of the
students below 20 do not even know
about the IT Act, Proper education of IT
Act 2000 is also needed to decrease

crime rate in India. For this very purpose
there is need of a system to create
awareness among people by which they
will learn the Do's and Don'ts of a cyber
space.

The International nature of the medium
makes legal regulation virtually
impossible and also the old laws don't fit
in anymore. Also the privacy issues are
hindrance to gather the evidence in order
to prosecute the new cases and also
Indian Judiciary has very little precedents
to look forward to. UK has a Defamation
Act Of 2013 which specifically deals with
defamation and also Malaysia has the
Malaysian Defamation Act 1957 whereas
India needs to evolve with a rapidly
changing environment and has to create a
uniform established law w.r.t Cyber
Defamation. On of the steps that can be
taken to solve this problem is to build up
co-operation among the law enforcement
agenciesand IT professionals.

To conclude, it can be said that 'Cyber
Crimes are Silent and Global in Character'
and Thus monitoring the content
meticulously and stringently and
censorship upon the activities in cyber
space becomesthe need of the hour.

“Although Mankind's Best Innovation,
The Internet is still a Minefield of Threats”

The power of the lawyer is in the uncertainty of the law

Jeremy Bentham
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India and its Battle against

the Everlasting Taboos

Are there rules for eating at McDonald’s?
Generally, we do not think about rules in a
fast-food restaurant, but if you look around
one on a typical weekday, you will see people
acting as if they were trained for the role of a
fast-food customer. They stand in line, pick
items from the colorful menus, swipe debit
cards to pay, and wait to collect trays of food.
After a quick meal, customers wad up their
paper wrappers and toss them into garbage
cans. Customers’ movement through this
fast-food routine is orderly and predictable,
even if no rules are posted and no officials
direct the process. Such unwritten rules are
knownas norms.

A taboo goes a step farther and is a very
negative norm that should not get violated
because people will be upset. Additionally,
one may get excluded from the group or
society. The nature and the degree of the
taboo are in the mores. (Mores are norms of
morality, or right and wrong, and if you break
one it is often considered offensive to most
people of a culture.)

Now speaking of taboos, there has been
abundance of taboos in India and they largely
exist in every part of country also for it to break
such an image it'll take time, and our three
pillars of democracy are performing in an
applaudable manner and have taken giant
steps and moved away from this marsh of
illogical taboos and has taken a stand against it.

Indian government and major political
parties are constantly engaged in the
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moulding and remoulding of identities, with
consequences which last across decades but
the major changes have been brought up by
citizens or | would say majority of citizens
that's youth for you through social media and
other sources provoking government to do
needful and technology has a major role to
playinit.

Technological innovations meant to reach the
masses contribute immensely in creating
awareness against their practice and
initiating a dialogue to bring about a social
change. Commercial advertisements and
cinema have long provided avenues
for entertainment and a medium for
experimentation to subtly bring about a
change in the rigid societal notions. However,
the current popular format for reaching out to
the masses with a low budget and more
freedom of expression is through short films.
The existing plethora of short films resorts to
an eclectic mix of ideas and emotions. Of
these, a few are dedicated to the cause of
various social taboos that exist in India. One
great example of this is the recent academy
award-winning documentary Period. End of
sentence. This trend has been rapidly growing
in the current decade and there have been
dedicated YouTube channels which adopt
tabooed subjects for expressing their
creativity and ushering a social change.

Sex has been a taboo subject for years in the
Indian context, and that’s something
changing fast and technology has a huge hand
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to play init. According to a survey, more than
80% of Indians, aged between 18 and 34
years across seven cities believe sex is an
important facet of a relationship. Nearly 80%
of the respondents said they were in favour of
experimentation and exploration in their sex
lives. and dating apps have contributed
towards eliminating sex as taboo and Indians
citizens acted rather responsibly and
accepted these changesdearly.

Homophobia is prevalent in India. Public
discussion of homosexuality in India has been
inhibited by the fact that sexuality in any form
is rarely discussed openly. In recent years,
however, attitudes towards homosexuality
have shifted slightly. In particular, there have
been more depictions and discussions of
homosexuality in the Indian news media, in
Bollywood and especially social media, and
this paradigm shift is so significant that the
public was welcoming of the court’s decision
which overturned part of a 19th century law
introduced by the British and known as
Section 377 that made sex “against the order
of nature” a crime punishable by life in
prison. (The law had been overturned in 2009
but was reinstated in 2013.) While the judges
focussed their arguments primarily on the
importance of individual autonomy,
nondiscrimination and privacy, the court
pointed repeatedly to the American
Psychiatric Association’s 1973 decision to
remove homosexuality from its list of mental
disorders. The judges also cited several APA
documents, including APA’s amicus brief in
the U.S. Supreme Court case that
decriminalized same-sex sodomy in the
United Statesin 2003.

Talking about adultery The Supreme Court
decision to quash the archaic adultery law
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has brought this taboo topic back into
drawing room conversations. Although a
recent survey showed that most Indian men
and women do not consider adultery sinful.
And now it’s not illegal either! With increased
opportunities, peaking individualism and
availability of technology that allows instant
private communication, adultery has an
unfettered run and | bet technology has major
role to play in these advances made by society
as described earlier breaking taboos is
considered to be asocial so it was necessary
for the youth and public which drives
technology to understand the issue and do
needful to eradicate these harmful elements
from society.

Even if we talk about women equality recent
judgment of the supreme court of India
regarding Sabarimala temple and the entry of
women into mosque is appreciable as well as
commendable effort from judiciary even the
stand was taken by AIMPLB in this regard has
been surprising as well as applaudable but
women equality is quite diverse as a subject
and there many issues pertaining to it such as
female foetocide, girls education, inter caste
marriage and this poses a serious threat to us
as a society and also questions our liberty and
liberal nature even though efforts have been
made but they have not been enough and has
failed to make a significant contribution which
is quite necessary as whole.

Although we have marched ahead in
respective fields concerning society, we as a
still constricted in these stigmas, and the main
cause for this is the conservative way of
thinking which challenges the modern view of
younger generations. And the consequences
are quite bad in this modern metropolitan
state. We still objectify women, it's still not
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okay to drink and smoke divorce is still a
taboo although efforts have been made
homophobia exists, sex is still a thing not to
be talked about, love marriages are still
prohibited in many parts and most
importantly there is a need for feminism, we
still have to take stand for major part of the
society and that's quite seriousas anissue.

This concludes that India as a country is going
leaps and bounds to remove these social
stigmas, and the citizens, legal system and
government has played their part perfectly

Pre-Nups Agreement: India

Breaking the Taboo

ABSTRACT:

with whatever technology and resources are
available.

Although we have played our part well, the
idea of an ideal state is still farfetched and we
have to do our bit to achieve that farfetched
idea. Also not to forget that undoubtedly with
all its diversity, culturally and religiously, India
and its citizens stood with a great show of
unity and liberty in this battle against the
stigmas and that's why India is called the land
of seven colors whichittrulyis.

Ragini Zarbade, |_
2" Year LL.M S

Marriages are made in heaven but painful breakups and ugly divorces happen on earth thus in
the age of instant marriages, its fine for the couples to enter into a contract for keeping their
individual lives to themselves. A pre-nup is an agreement made between a couple about to get
married that outlines the fate of finances and personal liabilities in case the marriage fails. Pre-
nup though treated by the society as a taboo, India today is breaking this taboo and prefers
these agreements over the ugly fracas upon separation. Considering this, on 26" March 2018 ;
with an objective to engage the best brains on a subject, Secretaries of The Ministry of Law and
Women and Child Development, Legal Luminaries, Social Researchers as well as
Representatives of UN and Women NGOs participate in a meet to discuss the possibility of
making prenuptial agreement legal in India. Contractual recognition to pre-nuptial agreement

is possible in India?

Key-words: Pre-Nuptial agreement, Void contract, Section 23 and 26 of Indian Contract Act,
Breaking the taboo, Special Marriage Act, Welcome Change,

INTRODUCTION:

Marriages may be made in heaven, but they
are dissolved in courts and in India, such
dissolutions are usually messy and involve
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tedious and often expensive legal battles. To
shorten this cumbersome legal journey, it is
the need of time to bring into law the concept
of a"prenuptial agreement".
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Basically these are agreements that two
persons enter into before they marry,
detailing about who gets what, in case the
union fail, often to dizzying levels of
precision. Many countries, including Canada
(Quebec), France, Italy, and Germany, have
matrimonial regimes, in addition to, or some
cases, in lieu of prenuptial agreements’, but
are not warmly welcomed by the Indian socio
legal system. Prenuptials agreements have
been finding their way into marital unions in
India too, but unlike these countries marriage
in India is considered as a religious alliance
rather than Contract thus Indian matrimonial
law does not recognise these agreements,
rendering them useless. However, there has
been increase in such agreement over the
period of time as the society has changed and
became progressive. The youth today affirm
with the philosophy of pre-nap considering
this as one of the simplest way out for
minimal possible repercussion of separation.
However, The Indian Contract Act, 1872
come as a roadblock in the implementation
of prenuptial agreements. Sections 23 & 26
of the Act render such pacts as “void”.
Though, recently, Makena Gandhi's Ministry
of Women and Child Development had
initiated moves to change this.

MEANING AND CONCEPT OF PRENUP:

A prenuptial agreement is a contract
between two parties, who are about to get
married, outlining the state of finances and
personal liabilities in case the marriage fails.
It is a signed, registered and notarised
document.

It is a formal written contract duly signed and
witnessed by both the parties listing the
articles brought at the time of the marriage
and the items given to the wife by the
husband (and vice versa). The primary clauses
of these contract covers issues like
distribution of property acquired jointly or
individually during the subsistence of the
marriage, the custody of any children, the
division of liabilities concerning taking care of
the child, setting up an upper limit of alimony
etc. The actual content of a specific contract
can vary widely and is customised to the
needs and consent of the couple. Though it is
not popular in India, the instrument helps
avoid financial disputes and trauma at the
time of separation.

INDIAN SOCIETAL STANCE ON PRENUP
AGREEMENTS:

Indiais a country that boasts of its rich culture
and warmth that people share. Even after
being pretty common in western countries,
Pre-nuptial Agreement in India was an alien
concept until few years ago. Though today's
generation is aware of such contracts, still it
extremely rare to find people expressly
executing such contract because; Firstly, there
is a lot of social stigma around it and also, such
contracts sound like a business deal. Mostly,
people think that such agreements are for
people of influential socioeconomic class and
they are unaware that as having a pre-nup
agreements saves one from an unnecessary
complexdivorce battle.

Apart from that; In India, there is no specific
governing law with respect to prenups.

1 Jaita Chaterjee, Pre-Nuptial Agreements, Legal Service India,available at http://www.legalserviceindia.com/article/1284-

Pre-nuptial-agreements.html, last seen on 25/02/2019.
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According to the Hindu Marriage Act,
prenuptial agreements are neither legal, nor
valid under the marriage laws because in
India they do not consider marriage as a
contract but it is considered as
sanctimonious and religious, and a sacred
relationship. Since prenups are not religious,
they don't have any binding over marriage.
Therefore, Prenups are technically part of the
Law of Contracts, albeit complicated one!

POSITION UNDER INDIAN LAW OF
CONTRACT

In India, contractual relationships between
two or more parties are mainly dealt with by
the Indian Contract Act, 1872, enacted by the
British imperial government which exercised
control over the country at that time.
Prenups thus come under the preview of the
Indian Contract Act 1872, as they are also
indeed contracts. According to the Section 10
of the Indian Contract Act, agreements can
be considered valid contracts if both the
parties enter it willingly by free consent with
no undue external pressure or coercion. But
at the same time prenups become legally
nullified because of overriding
considerations of public policy and the others
enunciated under it.? Further every
agreement in restraint of marriage, except
those in restraint of marriage of minors, is
void. The Contract Act was the first law to be
placed in India which expressly made any
such agreement void.® The fundamental idea
behind this provision was to ensure that the
citizens did not lose their right to marry as per
their choice, which is an essential part of a

2 Section 23, the Indian Contract Act, 1872.
3 Section 26 of the Indian Contract Act of 1872
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civil society having both personal and social
significance, due to some contractual
obligation entered into at any point of time;
with only one significant exception. It does
not hold void any agreement made in
restraint, partial or absolute, of the marriage
of a minor. This exception is present as it is
against public policy in general to marry a
minor and by exercising restraint on such acts,
the agreement restraining such marriages can
be said to further public policy.

LAW COMMISSION'S 13™ REPORT,
SEPTEMBER 1958:

The Law Commission dealt extensively with
the Indian Contract Act, 1872 and suggested
several changes by attaching a draft bill as
Appendix of the commission report, which
suggested any agreement in total restraint of
marriage should be held void, while allowing
partial restraint if the restraint so agreed upon
is found to be reasonable by the court under
the circumstance. This would allow several
agreements which could be better for an
individual as well as the society.

For instance, in the present day world, two
highly educated and independent people get
married and they enterinto a pacts, whereina
couple mutually agree to define
responsibilities of each other after the
wedding. Now, if the suggestion of the
Commission will be abided by, couple may
enter into an agreement on the points which
are found reasonable by the court. This would
not only help in attaining stage where the
parties would be more mature and the

)

42019-20)




chances of a stable marriage would rise. Thus
the implementation of Law Commissions
Report in respect of Sec 26 of the Act can
pave the way for contractual validity of
Prenup upto a certain extend.

THE GENERAL NOTION AS TO PRENUP
CONTRACT:

The Indian legal system yet does not
recognise prenups as legal agreements. At
present in India, there is no categorical law
governing prenups. They are four views
about prenups prevalentin India-

1. They are governed by the law of contracts
and not matrimonial laws. They require
the same condition as for any other
contract under Section- 10 of the Indian
Contracts Act, 1872.

2. The other view is that prenups are against
public policy and hence void under
Section- 23 of the Indian Contract Act.

3.Some consider prenups as only a
memorandum of understanding and are
not binding on the parties.

4. Prenups can be considered binding if the
marriage is solemnised under the Special
Marriage Act, provided it is submitted
along with other documents to the
registrar.

Amidst the debate of legal validity of
prenups, importance should be given to
feasibility offered by such agreements.

Prenups are seen as a sign of mistrust or lack
of commitments among the people, but they
help to solve financial and property issues.
Though prenups cannot be legally enforced,
as they only indicate the intent of the parties,
the courts, while pronouncing judgments,
sometimes do consider the direction of
prenups.

THE CURIOUS CASE OF PORTUGUESE
INFLUENCE IN INDIA

Portuguese Civil Code (Portuguese: Cddigo
Civil) is applicable specifically only to the state
of Goa, the Union territories of Dadra & Nagar
Haveli and Daman & Diu in India, remnants of
the erstwhile Portuguese colonies.

Prenuptial agreements are legally enforceable
in the Portuguese Civil Code. A prenup stating
what each spouse could claim as his or hers at
the time of divorce can be made at the time of
marriage. In the absence of such a prenup,
under the purview of Article 1108, the
property is equally divided between the
husband and the wife, each getting 50% of it in
case of a divorce.? Thus, Goa is the only state
in India where Prenuptial Agreements are
legally recognised.

JUDICIAL ATTITUDE TOWARDS PRE-NUP IN
INDIA:

Sunita Devendra Deshprabhu v. Sita Devendra
Deshprabhu®

In the following case, The defendant Nos.2

Vijaya Krishnna C S, Happily Married with ** Terms and Conditions applied! , A Medium Corporation, available at

https://medium.com/@Csvijayakrishnna/happily-married-with-terms-and-conditions-applied-5a4c1cd483ab,last seen

on 26/02/2019.

> Sunita Devendra Deshprabhu & Another v/s Mrs. Sitadevi Deshprabhu(Writ Petition Nos. 934 of 2015, 935 of 2015 & 32

of 2016)
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and 4 have filed written statement
contending that the plaintiffs have
suppressed several material facts including
the prenuptial agreement dated 07.05.1951,
the Bombay High Court took the prenuptial
agreement into consideration for deciding
the separation of the asset.

Tekait Mon MohiniJemadaiv. Basanta Kumar
Singh®

The plaintiff's parents agreed that their son
should be married to the defendant, and at
the time of the marriage an agreement,
described in this suit as Pratijna Patra, was
executed, wherein it was agreed that the
plaintiff will stay in defendants house for
lifetime and same will not be questioned by
the plaintiffs family, But after 15 years
plaintiff disagreed and left defendants house
and this suit was filed to brought for a decree
directing the defendant to live with the
plaintiff at his own house. Herein the court
refused to consider the Prenup (Pratijna
Patra) in the appeal filed by defendant and
dismissed the suit. Similarly in the case of
Krishna Aiyar v. Balammal’ also the court
refused to consider a prenuptial agreement.

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS:

Secretaries of the ministries of law and
women and child development, legal
luminaries, social researchers as well as
representatives of UN Women, the National
Commission for Women and NGOs
participated in a meeting March 26, 2018 to
deliberate on making prenuptial agreements
legal in India. The meeting was called by the

Ministry of Women and Child Development
stating that, the prenuptial agreements is a
common practice in the West where couples
sign a pact on how to treat their assets if the
union failed. The agreements also often
encapsulate the responsibilities of each other
after wedding. Such agreements are rare and
have no legal standing in India. Making such
contracts legal, the government believes, will
work towards improving gender justice.

Officials said the plan in the works was to
provide a prenuptial agreement as an option,
recognised under Indian laws, to couples
"without any template or imposition". If
mutually agreeable, a couple can sign the
agreement, which would have provisions to
penalise offending spouses if they refuse to
honour the pacts. The quantum of such
punishments will be discussed and decided
during the consultation process. Officials said
the Indian Contract Act of 1872 that s in force
now often acts as an impediment in the
implementation of prenuptial agreements,
with its Sections 23 & 26 treating these pacts
as "void". None of the marriage Acts in India
also provide for prenuptial agreements.
Therefore Legal ways to amend the laws are
being contemplated.

But Ruling out any immediate changeinlaw to
recognise prenuptial agreement, the
government has taken a view that it's an
“urban concept” and “too early” to give it a
legal backing. But most of them agreed to
view that pre-nuptial agreement can be given
a legal backing is by amending the Special

6 Tekait Mon Mohini Jemadai v. Basanta Kumar Singh (1901) ILR 28 Cal 751

7 Krishna Aiyar v. Balammal (1911) ILR 34 Mad 398
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Marriage Act which treats marriage as a
contract.

CONCLUSION:

Thus from the above discussion it can be said
that today except Goa; no other state in India
legally recognises the prenuptial agreements
as an enforceable contract. However,
considering the change in society, wherein
male and female counterpart are equal in
almost in every aspect of life; recognising the
Prenups upto certain extent won't be wrong
in any way. Further such recognition can also
prevent the abuse of Section 498-A of IPC,
where wives extort obnoxious sums of
money from their ex-husbands, under the
pretext of law. The wives also can use
prenups as a means of empowerment to get
their equal fair share of property and not
being side-lined for financial support in case
of divorce.

As it is difficult to recognise Prenups under
Personal Laws; so it better to treat it as valid
contract; by incorporation of the
recommendations of Law commission of
India in respect of Sec 26 of the Act of making
an agreement in partial restraint of the
marriage of any person, other than a minor, is
void only if the court regards it as
unreasonable in the circumstances of the

case; Here if the terms of Prenup are
reasonable in the eyes of the court then they
can be treated as partial restrain making the
contractavalid one.

Attempt has been made for the same but they
turned futile as the entire propaganda
collapsed on the ground that still the society is
not ready to adopt this change as there are
certain section of society wherein the women
might not get equal say in prenup and the
rationale behind the same will reverse
resulting in worsening the position of women.

Therefore to conclude it can be said that, the
Pre-nuptials are not enforceable in a court of
law as a valid contract under the Indian
Contract Act. They can at best provide an
indication of the intent of the parties, and
might carry a persuasive value for
strengthening the cause. If any of the parties
violates any clause in the signed agreement,
the non-maintainability of the clause cannot
be considered as fraud. It will take time for
contractual recognition of it till then Pre-nups
can be used as Memorandum of
Understanding and thus saving precious time
of the Courts. Thus India today is still on
midway of breaking the taboos attached to
prenuptial agreement.
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Concurring Taboos for Business Successes...!

Time has been witness to conspiracies,
murders and bloodbaths in the fight to
accession to the throne. The story is no
different in this modern day. Kingdoms have
been replaced by family-run businesses or
family-led political parties. In the business
world, it's probably done in a more civilised
way, but the conspiracy, the fight, and the
ruthlessness for succession still exists.

In India, almost 90 per cent of the businesses
are family owned and operated. We have had
stories of how two brothers decided to divide
their business empire post the demise of
their father, the founder. The recent story
that has been doing the rounds is of the
industrialist father who now lives in penury,
after having handed over the baton to his
son. The debacle of failed succession is not
just restricted to the family members, even
professionals get it wrong — be it the Tatas or
Infosys.

Not just in India, 80-90 per cent of all
business enterprises in the US are family led
and the generational transition of ownership
has always been a tricky and complex one. In
the US, only 30 per cent of the enterprises
manage to successfully pass on the baton to
the second generation, and only 10-12 per
cent last till the third generation."In a family-
owned business, the most important factors
that need to cascade are family values and
the DNA, which constitutes the ownership.
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While skills will be built or bought, the
ownership culture needs to be meticulously
succeeded for smooth business continuance
and further build-up."

Discussions on succession planning are taboo
in business families. Most are not
comfortable deliberating old age, death and
their financial affairs. This is a topic that
businesses do not generally think about until
some major or life-turning event occurs.
Indeed, it is complicated due to the
relationships and emotionsinvolved.

The fact is that fluid management of
businesses through love, respect and
affection may work for the first generation,
and at best, may be even for the second
generation. But beyond that, cracks start
showing up and this reflects in the
imbalanced and confused working of the
organisation. All businesses seem to be
running smooth till the time the founder-
entrepreneur holds the reins. The real
problem starts when the founder is ready to
pass the baton to a successor or dies
suddenly. In asituation, where there are more
than one claimants, the problem multiplies.

Studies show that many business owners fail
to plan their succession. When leaders serve
as the head for both business and family, they
may believe that their succession wishes will
be carried out posthumously — simply
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assuming their family will know what they
want to do, after their death and execute their
plansaccordingly.

What leaders often do not anticipate is the
strife that occurs when a succession plan is
not clearly in place. Commonly, the family or
management team does not agree with the
wishes of the leader that has passed away,
resulting in dissension and chaos. Newer
generations bring in their own thinking, as
well as new and more tech-driven business
ideas. But what keeps the family and the
ownership together are the principles on
which the business stands, and the family
wisdom,

"Thus, at some stage, consideration for
economic valuations and shareholding takes
over and tends to over-run the emotional
values that bind the families together. Unless
clear lines of succession are defined,
businesses tend to crack, thus impacting the
cohesive working of the enterprise."

Family-owned businesses need strong
succession builds to continue the good
traditional work and top up with new-age
builds, if required. Ownership succession also
provides stability to the enterprise at large,
and for all the stakeholders concerned.

Another point of contention is dividend
distribution, in family businesses which are
based on equity patterns. And this does not
necessarily reflect the actual work
contributions made by different family
members to their businesses. Unfortunately,
most family businesses are also not governed
through strong family offices. These offices
are not run or managed professionally.

A

2019-20

"Thus, at some stage, consideration for
economic valuations and shareholding takes
over and tends to over-run the emotional
values that bind the families together. Unless
clear lines of succession are defined,
businesses tend to crack, thus impacting the
cohesive working of the enterprise," shares
Malia.

One country that has successfully managed to
pass on the reins of businesses for several
generations, is Japan. Japan has more than
25000 family-run companies that have been
running for over 100 years.

The country follows an "ie" system. The family
chairman/ CEO governs the business as well
as his family, and owns all the shares. He and
his wife are the only legal representatives of
his family. All other members of his
immediate family and the household/
company/ organisation are secondary. At the
end of his life, he will pass on the business to
one person of his choice, who will be the next
chairman/ CEO, the next head of the family
and the owner of all the shares. In this way,
the lineage is kept clean and controlled. Till
today, there have been no cases of splitting of
company assets among children; the winner
takesitall.

The country also has a culture of passing
business ownership to a son-in-law or an
adopted son without blood relationship, as
long as the adoptee agrees to take on the
family name. The country has only benefitted
from this culture.

Probably there afew lessons to be learnt!

[143]



The US Constitution and some

Democratic Realizations

It can be said that the US Constitution made
by their great founding fathers, and the one
which is present today, is not the same. It's
not the same in terms of execution, in terms
of the prescribed government, and in terms
of the balance of powers.

The journey of the US Constitution can be
told as a story. A story of 4 realizations, a shift
of power and changing governance. The first
part of the story starts right with the
Americanrevolution.

Roots of the United States of America:

The Declaration of Independence was
created by Thomas Jefferson and was signed
by 55 other Americans against the rule of
King George IlIl of England. As can be
expected, the tyrannical and alienating rule
of King George Il of the then 13 colonies of
the Americas led to an increasing feeling of
rebellion amongst the colonies. The
Declaration of independence gave as many as
27 distinct reason. These included reasons
such as refusal of assent to laws, obstruction
to administration of justice, lack of judicial
independence, imposition of exemplary
taxes, amongst various other problems. The
writers of the declaration found that such a
rule took away the rights of the people, not
granted by any government, but by nature
itself. It went on to coin the famous phrase
about inalienable human truths, 'We hold
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these truths to be self-evident, that all men
are created equal, that they are endowed by
their Creator with certain inalienable Rights,
that among these are Life, Liberty and the
pursuit of Happiness'. This would prove to be
quite ironic, as the struggle for liberty,
equality would continue tll the 19"
amendment in the 20" century, when the
right to vote for women was granted, and to
some extent still continues.

The most explicit call forindependence came
from the summer assembly of the
Pennsylvania State house (later the
independence hall), the continental congress
heard Richard Henry lee:

"Resolved: That these United Colonies are,
and of right ought to be, free and
independent States, that they are absolved
from all allegiance to the British Crown, and
that all political connection between them
and the State of Great Britain is, and ought to
be, totally dissolved."

The continental congress previously
mentioned, was a national body which
addressed the problems of various colonies
of Americas at that point. From 1775-1788 in
fact, the second continental congress was
essentially the government of the united
states. When the second congress met for the
first time in 1775, King George Ill had not
replied to the petition for the redressal of the
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various grievances which were sent to him by
the first continental congress. Due to the lack
of attention of the king, the congress
eventually had to assume the responsibility
of a national government. By July of 1775, the
congress had established its own army, it own
currency as well as a post office for the
“United Colonies”.

By august of 1775, the king issued a royal
proclamation declaring that the king's
American subjects were “engaged in open
and avowed rebellion.”

Later that year, Parliament passed the
American Prohibitory Act, which made all
American vessels and cargoes forfeit to the
Crown. And in May 1776 the Congress
learned that the King had negotiated treaties
with German states to hire mercenaries to
fight in America. The weight of these actions
combined to convince many Americans that
the mother country was treating the colonies
as aforeign entity.

All of these problems with the British rule
finally led to the declaration of
independence.

The declaration of Independence alsoled to a
very important facet of American
Constitutional principles, which was the
consent of the governed: “That to secure
these rights, Governments are instituted
among Men, deriving their just powers from
the consent of the governed, That whenever
any Form of Government becomes
destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the
Peopletoalterortoabolishit, and to institute
new Government, laying its foundation on

A

2019-20

such principles and organizing its powers in
such form, as to them shall seem most likely
to affect their Safety and Happiness” The
biggest irony, perhaps, is that the Southern
pro-slavery states, around the time of the civil
war, used these exact same principles, of a
despotic government and the right of the
people to abolish their government, to wage
war against the federal government. Perhaps,
this is the reason why Generals of the
confederate side, like general Lee, still have
statues and monuments in their name, and
remain an important part of the history of the
various states of the confederate, because
these generals were fighting for the very right
that was specified in the declaration of
independence. In fact, according to a report
by the Smithsonian magazine in 2018,
American taxpayers have paid as much as 40
million US dollars for the maintenance of
confederate monuments in the preceding 10
years.

The story progressed to a point where the
Americans came to their first realisation. The
first realisation, was that a powerful central
leader or government, in their case the King
of Great Britain, would take away the rights of
the citizens, and the sates would have to band
together against such a strong centre.

Hence came, the second part of the story,
which led to the 2™ realisation. The Articles of
confederation, contrary to popular belief,
was the first Constitution that the United
States had.

The Articles of Confederation:

After the war was won the by 13 independent
colonies, they realised that they have to set
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up some sort of a government. The first
thought that prevailed was that, there must
be a lack of concentration of power. As the US
was fresh off a tyrannical leadership, they
thought that they ought to have a weak
central or federal government and focussed
on the states' rights and powers. The result of
this, were the Articles of Confederation. After
considerable debate and alteration, the
Articles of Confederation were adopted by
the Continental Congress on November 15,
1777. This document served as the United
States' first Constitution, and was in force
from March 1, 1781, until 1789 when the
founder's US Constitution went into effect.

The Articles of Confederation described the
relationship between the states as a league
of friendship'. The relationship between
states was somewhat a treaty and the states
weren't really a part of one nation. This
meant, that the federal government could
not tax the states properly, the states were
allowed to make their own laws, militias, so
on and so forth. Most importantly, federal
law had no real value. This left the federal
government broke, and with almost no
power. In the first few years of American
independence, the federal government had
no military might to defend the nation's
borders. Furthermore, each state printed its
own money (currency). There was a continual
feeling of enmity between the states. One
such incident was that the great port of New
York city, which was located in the State of
New York, charged an abysmal amount of
money to Connecticut and New Jersey to use

7 Articles of Confederation
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their port. This led to New Jersey and
Connecticut almost waging a war against New
York. The turning point in the saga of the
articles of confederation was when the Shay's
rebellion occurred. Daniel Shays, for whom
the rebellion was eventually named, was a
farmer in Pelham and an ex-soldier who
fought at Bunker Hill and other significant
Revolution battles.

Shays' Rebellion was a series of violent attacks
on courthouses and other government
properties in Massachusetts that began in
1786 and led to a full-blown military
confrontation in 1787. The rebels were
mostly ex-Revolutionary War soldiers-turned
farmers who opposed state economic policies
causing poverty and property foreclosures.

Finally in 1787, it came to the notice of all the
states that they needed to make
amendments to the articles of confederation.
This happened in Philadelphia, where a
convention to make amendments was called
upon.

The events that ensued after the Articles of
Confederation gave American Scholars and
the people their next realisation. A centre
thatis too weak cannot ensure that the states
don't go into rebellion. A proper structure of
governance to ensure that the borders would
be protected. Hence came the next chapter of
the story, the Convention of 1787.

The Convention of 1787 and the US
Constitution:

When the first meeting of the convention
took place, it was noticed that none of the
members that came, were serious or
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prepared to debate changes. Originally
planned to begin on May 14, the Convention
had to be postponed when very few of the
selected delegates were present on that day
due to the difficulty of travel in the late 18th
century. On May 14, only delegates from
Virginia and Pennsylvania were present. The
only one who was prepared with a clear line
of thought was the founding father James
Madison, who perhaps, we can compare to
be the Dr. B.R. Ambedkar of that convention.
But eventually, the committee settled in and
started working after the arrival of George
Washington, who was the former
commanding general of the Continental
Army in the late American Revolutionary war
(1775-1783). George Washington was
elected as the presiding officer of the
convention.

The main business of the convention began
with the presentation of the 'Virginia Plan’,
which was a new structure of government,
with a strong federal government, with two
branches of government which would be
apportioned by population.

The pro-slavery vs. anti-slavery controversy
came to a head when southern slaveholders
wanted their slaves to be counted for
purposes of representation, though they
were neither voters nor citizens. A
compromise that counted slaves as three-
fifths of a person for representation, known
as the Three-Fifths Compromise, resolved this
issue. Hence, every slave would count for
three-fifth of a person. Rather oddly, in this
context, the slaveholders wanted a legal
representation of their slaves as something
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resembling humans, even though many
slaveholders and eventually even the
Supreme Court for some time considered
slaves to be property rather than living beings
(The Antelope, 23 US (10 Wheat.) 66 (1 825),
Groves v. Slaughter, 40 US (15 Pet.) 449
(1841).)

The bill of rights was not present in the new
Constitution when it was made public. In fact,
quite comically, the members of the
convention recognized the need of making a
bill of rights, but were too tired and homesick
to do so. Hence, the bill of rights was
eventually enacted by the first congress two
years after the Constitution was framed.

At the closing of the convention, one of the
founding fathers, Benjamin Franklin gave a
speech regarding the Constitution so framed
and made very keen observations. He noted
that he does not approve of the Constitution
in the form that then was, but was not sure
that he shall never approve it. He went on to
say that with all the prejudices, subjective
opinions and illsin the mind of the men in the
convention, they have created something
close to perfection, and perhaps, that is as
close as one can expect. And hence, he hoped
that all the men who do not agree with parts
of the Constitution will look away from their
disagreements and give unto themselves,
that constitution. The structure of the
Congress, house of representatives, the
senate, the supreme court, were amongst the
things that were a part of this founder's
Constitution, the institutions which even
exist today, although not in the same light as
the founders perhaps had thought.
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The men who made the Constitution were
done with the easy part, that is creating the
Constitution. But the more difficult part lay
ahead. Convincing the people of the states to
ratify the constitution. What's very
interesting to note, is that the Constitution
required only 9 states of the 13 to ratify it to
come into force, which is quite undemocratic
all things considered. States like Rhode island
took a long time to ratify the document,
because Rhode island even refused to send a
representative at the 1787 convention.

These concerns led to the authorship of the
Federalist, or the federalist papers as the
name came up in the 20" century. These were
a set of 85 articles, authored by founding
fathers Alexander Hamilton, John Jay and
James Madison. These were papers made to
convince the states to adopt and ratify the
Constitution and gave sets of reasons for
convincing the states as to why the New
Constitution was required for the
continuation of the American Republic.

Alexander Hamilton wrote, in the very first
article, the various reasons as to why men
must give unto themselves the new
Constitution and how the new Constitution
will benefit the states. He went on to expound
the following:

“I propose, in a series of papers, to discuss the
following interesting particulars:

The utility of the union to your political
prosperity the insufficiency of the present
confederation to preserve that union the
necessity of a government at least equally
energetic with the one proposed, to the
attainment of this object the conformity of
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the proposed Constitution to the true
principles of republican government its
analogy to your own state Constitution and
lastly, the additional security which its
adoption will afford to the preservation of
that species of government, to liberty, and to
property.”

It would be impossible for the sake of brevity
of the life and the length of this article to
summarise the federalist papers, as it would
require multiple articles of its own. However,
some of the very important topics that these
papers talked about are topics like foreign
influence and danger, dissention between
states, utility of tax and revenue, failure of
the present system to safeguard the nation,
common defence, apportionment of the
people, judicial review of legislative actions
(which would be incorporated into law after
Marbury v. Madison), etc. These papers were
pivotal for the acceptance of the US
constitution.

This brings us back to the part of the story
about the revolution and the first realisation.
The Americans knew that a strong central
government (the King). Would prove to be
tyrannical and would take away the basic
rights of the people. Hence, and here is the
catch, the rights of the people needed to be
protected from the central government. Thus
came the Bill of Rights, which is the next part
of the story.

The next important development of the US
Constitution would be the Bill of Rights. To be
reminded, the original Constitution did not
have the individual rights that the US
Constitution is known for. They were added
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only later. The original Constitution did,
though, have two important criminal law
rights, which were of right against ex post
facto laws and right against bills of attainder
(convicting someone without a trial or due
process).

Originally, Congress made 12 proposed
amendments to go out to the states. Only ten
of these were ratified and made it into the
constitution. These came to be the Bill of
Rights. What is extremely keen to note, is that
the famous rights, right to speech, to trial by
jury, to bear arms, right against unreasonable
search and seizures, etc; only protected the
people against the Federal government and
not the State governments. In fact, the
Constitution mentioned the word 'Congress,'
as opposed to the federal government or
otherwise, which would mean that only the
two houses of the legislature would
technically have to conform to the Bill of
Rights. The supreme court, however, went on
to interpret that Congress would mean the
entire Federal Government. Another
perspective brought out by scholars is that
the States were supposedly trusted to protect
the individual rights, as the bill of rights was
not enforceable against them.

The story continues, as the second attempt at
making a government continues in the USA.
However, the Americans soon realised, that
the federal government was not as despotic
as originally imagined, and in fact the states
that were supposed to be the citizen's
sentinels, ended up oppressing them.
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The Reconstruction Era

There were only two amendments passed
between the time of the bill of rights and the
reconstruction amendments. These were the
11" and 12" amendments. They deal with the
provisions for suing the states and changed
the procedure for the election of the
president and the Vice-President. The
Americans, around 1850s would realise that
this form of governance, of the founders
Constitution with the Bill of Rights fail too.

This is perhaps due to the most important
facet of American history- Slavery and the
Civil War. Around the 1850s, with the various
newly joined American states, the states
which supported slavery went down in
number. Due to the bipartisan nature of
American politics, the Republican party,
which was anti-slavery at that point, had
more and more new states inits favour. By the
time Abraham Lincoln was made president of
the USA, republican party had a strong
majority in congress, despite the 3/5ths rule
of votes for slaves. Eventually, realising that
congress is filled with republican candidates
and many states were in favour of repeal of
slavery, 7 of the states created the
confederate states of America and revolted
against the Union. They relied upon the
declaration of independence, which was
mentioned before, to claim that they are
revolting against a despotic government, and
also relied upon their 2"amendments rights,
‘A well-regulated Militia, being necessary to
the security of a free State, the right of the
people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be
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infringed." Eventually after the loss of the
confederate states, Abraham Lincoln, to
permanently end slavery, passed the 13"
amendment, which was a one of a kind
amendment, as it banned slavery and
imposed restriction on not just the sates, but
the individuals too, something not previously
found in the constitution. Then, the 14"
amendment was drafted, to create 3
significant rights, which remain highly
relevant even today and are the next
landmark in this story of American
governance. The 14" amendment's first
sentence overruled an infamous ruling of the
US Supreme Court in Dredd Scott v. Sandford,
which said that no negro or no descendant of
any negro can ever be recognised as a citizen
of the United states. The 14" amendment
recognised that every citizen born in the USA
would be a citizen of the USA and even the
state he was born in. The 14" amendment
went on to protect the privileges and
immunities of the citizens which the US
Supreme Court has not interpreted to mean
much, and thirdly, and most importantly, it
gave the guarantee of equal protection of the
law, which drafted latter part of the 14" article
of the Constitution of India, and gave due
process of the law, which was eventually
interpreted into Article 21 of the Indian
Constitution. With the due process of the
law, the rights given in the bill of rights were
made enforceable against the state
governments. Thus, the incorporation
doctrine came into existence in US
constitutional law. Guarantee against the
establishment of religion Everson v. Board of
Education, 330 U.S. 1 (1947), Free Exercise of
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Religion, Hamilton v. Regents of University of
California, 293 U.S. 245 (1934), Right to keep
and bear arms, Mc Donald v. Chicago, 561
U.S. 742 (2010). Are examples of some cases,
where rights situated in the Bill of Rights,
were enforced against the States.

Thus, the Americans came to their third
realisation, that at times, the Federal
government is required to protect and
enforce the rights of the citizens against the
states, which was stark opposite to their
realisation when the Articles of
confederation were made.

Progressive Era

The story now comes to its last chapter,
where the last major constitutional change
was made. However, this change is famous
for two reasons, the provision itself and the
domino effect that it caused. This was the 19"
amendment, which occurred during the
progressive era of amendments. The 19"
amendment said that the rights of US citizens
cannot be denied on the grounds of sex,
hence giving women their right to vote. This
amendment was celebrated worldwide.
However, the 19" amendment, despite of its
merits, was criticised due to the fact that it
only removed discrimination against voting
rights and note asa general principle.

The 19" amendment was defended by
scholars using a unique logic, this was that
the 19" amendment gave women the right to
vote. Nearly half the population were
women. Hence, if there was any barbaric or
discriminatory law, women could vote for the
candidate who would repeal it, and hence
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the 19" amendment gave them a power that
was previously not found. The 19'"
amendment and the suffrage eventually
created a domino effect of various other
rights movements, which were eventually
settled by the Supreme Court. The biggest
examples of these are the racial
discrimination laws (Brown v. Board of
Education), right to abortion (Roe v. Wade
and Planned Parenthood v. Casey) and Gay
marriage (Obergefell v. Hodges), where the
vote and rights movements played a pivotal
rule in changing the social fabric of the
nation.

This gave the American Society their final
realisation. That the people eventually can
cause change, whether it's through
legislation or Supreme Courtinterpretation.

The People's Constitution

Thus, we come to the end of this short story,
which has tried, to some extent, to explain
the realisations of one of the first democratic
societies in the world and their changing
form of governance, which went from the
King to the states, from the states to the
Federal Government and from the Federal
Government to the people. In calculative
terms, it saw a move across the years from

state concentrated power to centre
concentrated power. It also saw a gradual
move of power towards the people, with the
articles of confederation, the Bill of Rights,
reconstruction amendments, the 19"
amendment and the gradual rights-based
movement induced change in society. Cliché
as it may be, this perhaps, was the vision of
their great president, Abraham Lincoln, who
at the famed Gettysburg address gave the
famous speech, “Fourscore and seven years
ago our fathers brought forth, on this
continent, a new nation, conceived in liberty,
and dedicated to the proposition that all men
are created equal.”

The vision of the founding fathers changed.
The vision of the makers of Bill of Rights
changed.

The vision of reconstruction to some extent
changed. And today, even the vision of the
progressive era has changed. The one thing
that did not change, however, are the basic
principles. The same ones that the
declaration of independence relied upon,
and the same ones upon which the latest
amendments and Supreme court rulings are
based upon. These are of life, liberty and the
pursuit of happiness of a democratic society.

It is certain, in any case, that ignorance,

allied with power, is the most ferocious enemy justice can have.

James Baldwin
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Impact of Artificial Intelligence

on Indian Legal System

Background:

Advancement in technology and science is
growing at such a pace that questions like the
above of replacement of human skills by
machines through Al are being debated at
present. Traditionally Lawyers and Judges are
thought to be dealing with problems of
human beings demanding special skills and
emotions which only human beings can
possess. However, today a lot of work of
Lawyers and Judges is being done or at least
supported by computers. However, at
present most of the work which is done by
the computer in this field is in the nature of
typing, data feeding, data analysis, data
search, templates and repetitive type of
work. However, this article will demonstrate
with examples how Al can take over a lot of
work of Lawyers and Judges.

What is Artificial Intelligence?

Artificial Intelligence [Al] is a computer
system able to perform tasks that ordinarily
require human intelligence. Many of these
artificial intelligence systems are powered by
machine learning, some of them are
powered by deep learning and some of them
are powered by very boring things like rules.
This comes with learning which involves
garnering the rules and information for using
the data. Due to data based service industries
ithas become very popular and necessary.

Advantages of Al:
1. Accuracyand precision.
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Reductionin time consumption.

Reductionin costs.

Solution to accessto justice problems.

Computers don't get tired, don't get

hungry, don't get sleep! i.e. they don't get

biological problems of human beings.

6. Computers are away from human
prejudices.

7. ltwillincrease job opportunities.

e wnN

Disadvantages of Al:

1. Unstructured human interactions being
key part of lawyering and judging is
extremely difficult to automate.

2. Computers cannot articulate the diverse
emotional states of human beings.

3. Computers may be able to read or analyse
sentences but may not be able to
understand and summarise the entire
paragraph.

4. Lawyering requires conceptual creativity
and flexibility which are beyond current
scope of computers.

5. By delegating and increasing amount of
tasks to machines, there is a danger that
existing skills will atrophy.

6. Regulation of technology may become
necessary with possible negative usages of
Al.

Use of Al in other fields:

A number of smartphones today feature
virtual personal assistants such as Siri and

A




Google. Large U.S. retailers such as Amazon
and Target use Al to anticipate the needs of
consumers through the use of predictive
analytics. Financial institutions use it for
fraud detection. Smart home devices have
the ability to learn a person's behaviour
patterns by adjusting the settings of
appliances or thermostats, while self-driving
cars are inching their way to reality. And Al
systems are detecting cancers. Al is being
used for interviewing potential candidates
foremployment.

Importance of Artificial Intelligence in
Indian legal framework:

Artificial intelligence has changed the shape
of multiple industries. The Indian legal sector
has seen very little innovation in terms of
technology and lawyers these days are still
comfortable and relying on the methods and
solutions that were designed years ago.
Artificial intelligence can play a big part in
changing the way lawyers operate and the
way law is looked at in India. One of the
biggest disruptions that can be caused by
Artificial Intelligence in law is that in the field
of legal research. The Indian legal system is
vast and constantly changing and with the
use of Artificial Intelligence, lawyers can get
unparalleled insight into the legal domain
within seconds. Currently to get legal
research done a significant number of man-
hours are required and this significantly
reduces the profit-making ability of a law
firm, however, with Artificial Intelligence the
entire legal fraternity can be balanced. An
artificially intelligent platform for research
can get research done in seconds then be it a
law firm with 400 lawyers or single practising
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lawyer, artificial intelligence can balance the
expenditure required for in legal research
making the quality of research uniform.

Use of Alin legal field:

1. Many law enforcement officials in USA
are using Al to predict when and where
crimes are likely to occur.

2. Many law firms in USA use Al to predict
legal outcomes and to find out which
lawyers will win before which judges.

3. In Europe Al reached the same verdict as
judges as the European Court of human
rights in nearly 4 out of 5 cases involving
torture, degrading treatment and privacy.

4. IBM WATSON the question answering,
Computer System is a machine which is
able to answer your legal queries at home
without approaching lawyer. It not only
has speech reorganisation but is created
to understand the intention of the words
spoken. Another key feature is its ability
tolearnfromits own success and failures.

5. Bluel Legal: Another Canadian Legal start
up busts that it is able to predict with
greater than 90% accuracy what a court
would hold in different circumstances.

6. Coming to India Aniruddha Yadav, an
Engineer has founded a new Law tech
start up "Case mine". It guides Lawyers
through different types of work, while
connecting them to relevant templates,
documents and precedents. Judges can
upload both the Appellants submission
and the Respondents submission and
within seconds see whether both parties
are missing out an important precedent
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and lines of thought that are important to
the case.

7. Mumbai based law firm Cyril Amalchand
Mangaldas has adopted Canada based
machine learning legal system 'KIRA'
which has striking efficiency gains.

The face of future Law firms in India:

Over a previous couple of years, the legal
industry not only India however globally has
seen a high growth within the level of
competition. Now it has become imperative
for law companies to realize competitive
blessings by understanding the
advancements in technology and client
requirements. Those who would flip a blind
eye to those changes would, sadly, be
obsolete within the next few years. Future
Law Firms would be completely different
from what we tend to see these days. Here's
some few characteristics of what the
advanced law firms would be like:

1. Innovationsinservicing clients:

The way clients are serviced and treated
would drastically change in the future. Law
Firms would approach their clients with some
innovative ideas and more authentic and
economic legal solutions. Nowadays, in India
Law Firms billed their services for it to
produce the services or in alternative words,
the billable hour method, however, this
billing method would go obsolete in the
future. To service their clients better, law
firms would look at innovating their pricing
strategies and implement say a Performance-
Based Pricing Strategy [PBPS]: As the name
suggests, this pricing model would be
extremely client friendly as client shall only
pay once they achieve targets and same

[154|

would strengthen the professional relations
between the clients and Law Firms.

2. Making Technology the foundation for
growth:

In the last few years, we have noticed a
significant introduction of new Al-based
solutions aimed at making the legal sector
more efficient and client friendly. From E-
Discovery solutions to automation in contract
drafting, trademark search, various legal tech
startups have come up to improve the lives of
a lawyer or firm. Artificial Intelligence based
legal solutions help law firms become more
efficient and possibly reduce costs and gain
higher profits. The future law firm would not
only adopt these technologies but will also
work in synergies with various companies to
build Al-based solutions that could further
improve the legal sector.

Is Artificial Intelligence the replacement of a
lawyer?

Nowadays there is a burning question among
the lawyers that whether introduction of
Artificial Intelligence in legal sector would
replace the lawyer and legal analyst or the Al-
based solutions and platform would increase
the efficiency and productivity of Firms and
Lawyers. The legal sector has seen the
introduction of many new solutions where
technology has improved the efficiency of
lawyers, contract analysis, trademark search
software, legal research software and much
more. However, none of the Al-based
software or program target to take a lawyer's
job and all the IA based software and
programmes are increasing the authenticity,
accuracy of research and analysis and the
same are more result oriented now. The legal
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profession is highly driven by analysis,
decision making, and representation which

cannot be automated. Al-based software and
programmes can reduce a lawyer's time and
effort considerably and can help the lawyers
and firms give a more authentic and result
oriented suggestion to their clients. The legal
industry is still developing in India and looking
forward to more IA based and automated
assisting tools and software. However, these
IA-based and automated assisting tools and
software are not going to replace the lawyer's
job where analysis, decision making and
stratification is required but would actually
make them more efficient & competent while
automating various clerical tasks.

Areas where Artificial Intelligence are
helping the legal industry:

It is believed that artificial intelligence has
great scope for Indian Legal Sector and a
combination of artificial intelligence and law
will witness immense growth in the near
future. Currently, there are many fields or
arena in which artificial intelligence in law is
proving to be useful these are as follows:

Due Diligence -To review a contract, conduct
legal research or performing electronic
discovery functions to do due diligence, Al
legal software are proving to be helpful and
time effective.

Prediction Technology- Artificial intelligence
legal software also predicts the probable
outcome of the cases being adjudicated
before the Court of Law.

Legal Analytics- Artificial Intelligence
provides for the data points from past case
laws, and also provides judgements and
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precedent law to be used by lawyers in their
present cases.

Automation of Documentation- By just
submitting the required documents which
you wish to incorporate in your legal
document, you can get your documents
ready within minutes.

Intellectual Property- Tools of artificial
intelligence helps in providing the insights
into the IP portfolios i.e. search and
registration of a trademark, Patent,
Copyrights etc.

Al's contribution to Legal Services Industry:
Boon or Bane?

My hope is that the use of Al would start from
what is traditionally known as the "Bar" (the
lawyers) and then extend itself to the
"Bench" (Hon'ble Judges) wherein even
Judges could utilize the power of NLP
Summarization to gather the sum of the
contentions of both sides, the appellant
(petitioner) and the defendant (respondent).
Besides spending less time on legal research
and more time with clients, Lawyers and law
firms could present arguments and offer
evidence digitally, get it processed, validated
and submitted faster. Judges could quickly
deduce which part contains merit as per the
Acts/Statutes and the latest case-law on the
subject of law pertaining to the dispute.
While Al would be tools, the discretion,
experience and knowledge of the human
mind would be essential in adjudicating
disputes, so Judges would remain an integral
part of the system. The common misplaced
notion that many legal industry executives,
lawyers and law firms have is that Artificial
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Intelligence or Machine Learningis athreatto
their existence, or put simply, that Al is going
to replace Lawyers. Lawyers, law firm
partners and associates would do well to view
Alasakind of super-smart

colleague who is there to help them focus on
higher-order tasks requiring creative skill and
fine judgement while relegating the
repetitive and standardized tasks to the Al-
machine.

There is a wrong assumption among the
lawyers and Law Firms that Artificial
Intelligence or Machine Learningis a threat to
their existence, or put simply, that Artificial
Intelligence is going to replace Lawyers. The
evidence, from other industries and verticals
such as e-commerce, healthcare and
accounting is that Artificial Intelligence will
only enable lawyers and law firms to do more
with less, to become way more productive
thantheir predecessors. | hope that the use of
Artificial Intelligence would start from what is

The 21 Century

We are 20 years into the 21°* century. This is
supposed to be the age of liberalism (I don't
mean that in the political sense but in the
social sense). An age where youngsters like
me are supposed to revel in the magnificence
of life while exploring our options and
different aspects of life. We millennials are
supposed to be without the slightest care
(sort of neglecting the crushing academic and
social pressures on us for the time being in
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traditionally known as the "Bar" and then
shall extend itself to the "Bench" wherein
even Judges could utilize the power of NLP
Summarisation to gather the sum of the
contentions of both parties Judges could
quickly deduce which part contains merit as
per the Acts/Statutes and the latest case laws
on the subject of law pertaining to the
dispute.

Conclusion:

It is thus clear that two views emerge, one
holding that given the reach at this point of
time, it will remain as an enabler or supporter
of the legal field. But not as replacement of
lawyers and judges. However the other view
holds that Computers and Machines with Al
have both the ability to restore and deliver
but also has an ability to learn. If scientists
focus on this ability to learn, the notion of
robots replacing lawyers and judges may well
become reality.

Abhishek Mukharijee,
2" Year B.A. LL.B

order to make a point). Then why is it that |
feel debilitating trepidation when my
girlfriend, or my sister tells me she's on her
way to some place in a bus, or a local train, or
even an Uber? Why is it that in a world where
we have every conceivable convenience at
our fingertips, do we still have to look over our
shoulders for predators who want nothing
except to strip us of our dignity? That is a
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Why did it take 7 years to secure justice for
the victim of one of the most heinous crimes
India has witnessed in over 2 decades? Due
process is a necessity, but where do we draw
the line between respecting the established
due process and blatantly abusing it to shelter
convicted criminals? How is it that we
continue to drive a society based on blatant
inequalities and yet expect our women to live
blissfully? And what's moreironicis that, how
are scored and scores of women who have
been victims of this despicable inequality for
the better part of their lives, continue to
succumbtoit by advocating forit?

Why is it that women still have to be ashamed
of their menstrual cycles and be ostracized for
the duration of it? Why is it that sanitary pads
and other menstrual healthcare products still
need to be paid for at market rates even for
women who cannot afford it, despite beingan
essential inthe lives of over 355 million Indian
women? Why is it that over 70% of Indian
menstruating mothers consider
menstruation dirty? And because of a lack of
healthcare facilities such as toilets, sanitary
pads and awareness regarding menstruation,
the brunt of over 23 million women dropping
out of the education system, is borne,
indubitably by not just our nation and her
economy, but by society, which continues to
capitalise on the patriarchal bedrock laid
down forit by society for generations.

Why is it that in an era where being vocal has
become the norm, boys and men continue to
take their own lives because of living a life
repressing any emotion that is deemed unfit
by society for men? Why do we men still find
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it shameful to let loose emotions like
sadness? Why must we weigh ourselves down
with the weight of the ten thousand masks we
put on day after day just so that we can
appease society's gender norms? Why does
the suicide note that we leave behind have to
be our most authentic expression? Why must
we adhere to defunct rules and personas laid
down by people who have been dead for
millennia? Why must we sacrifice our best
chance at true happiness to satisfy the dead?

Why isit that evenin our so-called progressive
sections of society, the transgender
community is treated with utter disrespect on
a daily basis and yet, we shamelessly call them
to weddings to bless the bride and groom?
What god would be appeased by the
ostracising of one of his own most revered
forms, based on the stories and mythology
written by our respectable ancestors whose
words are followed to the letter, but only
when convenient for the dominant section of
society.

Why is it that | have a million questions
burning in my conscience but no answers to
extinguish the deep-seated fire? Why am | the
only one asking these questions despite them
being questions that all of us can relate to?
Why is everyone indolent about the crises
engulfing our world into its flames? The
inevitable conclusion I'm forced to come to is
that until society grasps the fact that it needs
to teach its children to be good human beings
as an imperative and not a perfunction, we
are going to keep slipping into the dark chasm
ofinhumanity.
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#Rip? Seriously?

We have been taught through the ages
Forgive and Forget. Even in our great, diverse
and ancient culture, there have been
examples of forgiveness and the tendency to
forget that the wrong ever occurred. But
today, as we move through mankind, we
arrived at a stage where we tend to forget
more often than realize the seriousness of the
issue. In the era of social media, everything is
viral; important topics, gossips and even
grave concerns. But as is the nature of the
media, it is soon forgotten and taken off
people's minds.

Such is the case of treatment of women in
India. Everyday there are plenty of cases of
injustices on them. The country witnessed
unprecedented protests in December 2012,
when a student was brutally gang raped and
killed on a moving bus in Delhi. Again in
recent time, there was a nationwide outrage
after four men gang raped and burnt alive a
veterinarian in Hyderabad in November
20109.

In a country like India where women are
considered no less than a goddess, rapeis the
fourth most common crime against women.
Once in a dark moon, there is a case which is
so grave, even the soul shrieks. And as is the
case of social media, it is on everyone’s minds
at first. People suddenly become fierce
advocates of women rights and protection
and soon the fad is crazed down and
everyone is back not giving a single piece of
care. With every case, we have witnessed,
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every single person is raging and boiling with
anger. People of the nation standing up
together in unity to demand justice and
fundamental changes in the great legal
system. Every time a new hope is emerged.
The hash tags asking for justice goes viral on
social media. Years on, thousands of cases
await trial because of the gapping loopholes
in India's criminal justice system, like massive
shortages of forensic labs, fast track courts
and investigators, despite tall promises
made by the various governments, ending
with sympathizing with the victim, posting
HRIP.

RIP? Seriously?

Can victims of such heinous crimes seriously
restin peace without justice?

A large percentage of India is suffering from
partial paralysis due to centuries old
traditional and ill social practices, combined
with a poor mindset. The experts have
predicted that this situation will lead to an
increased level of anti-social behavior and
rise of violence and crime against women.
Ultimately it will be a threat to the stability
and security of our country.

As a nation, we are proud of our strong family
values, but in real sense most of us are still
dwelling with “Artificial Balanced Family”: to
have a son by killing preceding daughters.
Female infanticide in India has a history
spanning centuries. Increasing female
feticide in India could speak a demographic
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crisis where fewer women in society will
result in a rise in sexual violence and child
abuse as well as wife sharing, warned by
United Nations. This in turn will deteriorate
the social value system and can cause crisis
situation.

Marriage is one of the key institutions of
society. The family unit created in a society is
a fundamental building block of the nation
building. Happy family with strong family
values will produce children with high self-
esteem. They will enrich the world around
them and will become a catalyst for the
positive change we are seeking for the ill
minded society today. But at the same time
aren’t we trying to increase our wealth and
status by having sons at the expense of
daughters by taking dowry and hosting lavish
weddings? Are we not compromising on our
principlesin this process? Are we comfortable
with the choices we are making as an
individual, as families, as a society? End of the
day we wish, post, share #RIP to the souls of
victims of several crimes for eternal rest and
peace, butitis our duty over thenand there?

Silence is also a choice. If each one of us
doesn’t do something to overcome the crisis,
we will definitely have to face the
consequences of the silence in some point of
our respective lives. The question arises here
—are we a nation of mass murders? Does a girl
have no right to be born peacefully and with
the same respect like a boy child in our so
called cultural and spiritually enriched land
and have a peaceful and respectful life as
well? Can a girl have the same support of all
those #RIP post sharers with her while living
her life on her own peaceful terms? The rapid
emergence of social media has started a
scholarly debate about the consequences
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and impact of social media on human
attitude and society. During the last decade,
social media has played a major role in
changing the scenario of different societies.

There is a need of change in the mindset of
the society. The term “Social change” is of
immense importance to comprehend the
fundamental and civic outcomes. These
outcomes are the result of growing
awareness, behavioral change, increased
understanding, participation and change in
the policies that are constituted to correct
injustice. It starts from the individual and
engulfs groups, institutions, communities
and by this way the entire society colored by
it. Itis the public attitude towards change that
brings change in the society. But this attitude
of sympathizing and forgetting is causing
severe damage to the society somewhere
indirectly encouraging the wrong doer’s ill-
mind set.

Even though we tend to forget the things and
go with the trends, the fear and disgust felt by
every woman still be the same. With every
single case the mentality of society towards
women comes in the light. Every incident is
the harsh reminder of many things going
wrong in India. It’s been 73 years, India got
independence but it only seems partial at
these moments. The mind has been filled
with fear and is questioning, should girls and
women in India shut themselves in closed
rooms and stop leading their professional
and social lives?

The root of the problem lies embedded
deeply in the psyche of the common people.
Change has to start from within each one of
us. We must resolve not to tolerate or allow
any gender inequality around us. As stated in
manusmriti:
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Which means a woman should be protected
by her father before marriage, husband
should protect in youth, and son in old age
and thus women should not deserve
independence.

How long can or should women depend on
men to protect them? Can protection
guarantee that there will be no cases of
offences against women? From Nirbhaya
case, it was evident that the protector was
equally vulnerable during such heinous act.

The responsibility of making sure that women
are empowered falls on the shoulder of other
women, too. It has been observed that many
times women don’t want to liberate other
women in the family they try to restrict them
and make them feel weak by forcing them to
behave, more precisely dress in a certain way
to avoid enticing men. By doing this they are
blaming themselves for the ill mentality of
the society.

India needs to come up with innovative ideas
and concrete steps to nip this problem in the
bud by introducing topics such as gender
equality in every school curriculum. An open
interaction with parents and teachers should
be encouraged. Children who will learn about
these issues at an early stage will grow up to
recognize and responsibly oppose gender
inequality in work places, public places and
even in their families. Men of the next
generation will understand that women, like
men, deserve to lead their lives on their own
terms.

A Sanskrit verse says:

T ATHE YA-TH= A o,

FAATE] T I+ AATea=ATwer: foram:1”
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Which means — the divine are extremely
happy where women are respected, where
they are not; all actions are fruitless. In India
women are personified as “shakti”. But
merely paying respect to the goddesses in
temples is not enough. The day when there
will be no female infanticide, sexual violence
against women, dowry cases and most
importantly objectification of women that
day India will become a developed nation in
true sense.

The fear faced every day is not felt only by the
women; but her parents, siblings, friends,
colleagues and all her close ones also feel the
same pressure of fear of her safety. | am
pretty sure, when Rabindranath Tagore
composed these lines, he must be voicing
with power to both men and women of India-

“But we just might make this up
With our heads held high,

So this story continues with
MINDS WITHOUT FEAR.”

A lot of work is to be done. | hope, we all, as a
society can form a strong base for women’s
empowerment and gender equality. We need
to plan, which leads us to the actions to tackle
the root cause of the problems faced by
women.

Let’s not procrastinate the change until
another case of injustice and violence against
women is witnessed. Let’s not just
sympathize and wait for a new “trending hash
tag”. Let the emotions flow in the right
direction of the change we need to see. Let’s
empathize it, feel it and pay this as tribute to
all the Nirbhayas to make them Rest in Peace.

)

42019-20)




COVID-19 : Your Legal Rights in a quarantine

Asthe Covid-19is spreading around the globe
and in these difficult times we continue to
hear the word quarantine. So what does this
word mean, how it is defined in law and what
are the acts related to it, will be discussed in
thisarticle.

The word “quarantine” which was derived
from Italian word “quaranta giorni” which
means 40 days and evidences suggest that
this practice began during 14 century to
save coastal cities from plague epidemics.
Thus, quarantine in legal terms can be
defined as “the restriction of activities and/or
separation of suspect persons from others
who are not ill or suspect of baggage, cargo,
container, aircraft or conveyances facilities,
goods and postal parcels in such a manner as
to prevent the possible spread of infection or
contamination.

Quarantine and legislation in India

What are laws and regulations governing
qguarantine?

Epidemicdiseasesact, 1897

A 123 year old British colonial era law which
was enacted to tackle the epidemic of
bubonic plague that broke out in the Bombay
state of that time, is the main legislative
framework at the central level to prevent the
spread of epidemic diseases. It has been used
to prevent the spread of various diseases
such as swine flu, cholera, malaria and
dengue
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Section 2 A of the act empowers the union
govt. to take necessary measures and
prescribe regulations to deal with dangerous
epidemic diseases at ports of entry and exit.

Under section 2 states are given power to
take special measures to deal with epidemic
within their jurisdictions thus, any state at
any time is satisfied that (the state) or any
part of its territory is threatened with an
outbreak of any dangerous epidemic disease
and when it feels that the ordinary provisions
of the law are insufficient for the purpose
may adopt all measures including quarantine
to prevent the outbreak.

Sec 3 specifies that any person disobeying
any order under 1897 act shall be deemed to
have committed an offence punishable under
Sec 188 of Indian penal code (IPC) and a
personis liable upon conviction to a sentence
of imprisonment for one month, a fine or
both. Sec 4 states that no suit or legal
proceeding will be initiated against any
person or authority for anything donein good
faith.

This law has also been defined as“archaic”as
it places emphasis on quarantine but it is
silent on various scientific methods of
outbreak prevention such as vaccination and
public health response.

Disaster management act, 2005

As the central govt has declared covid-19 as a
“notified disaster” this law also comes into
picture.
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The disaster as explained under Sec2(a)
means a catastrophe, mishap, calamity or
grave occurrence in any area arising from
natural or man made causes or by accident or
negligence which results in substantial loss of
life or human suffering or damage to and
destruction of property or damage to or
degradation of environment and is of such a
nature or magnitude as to be beyond the
coping capacity of the community of the
affected area.

This law allows the govt. to access “National
Disaster Response Fund.”Using this fund the
govt will be better able to fund medical
facilities and will be empowered to set up a
number of agencies to manage the ongoing
crisis

Sec 10 (2)(1) of the act allows national
executive committee to give directions to
govt. regarding measures to be taken by
them it is also mentioned that any person
violating these containment measures will be
liable to proceeded against as per the
provisions of Sec 51 to 60 of Disaster
Management Act, 2005 besides legal action
under sec 188 of IPC.

This act is also being used in circulation of
fake news, Sec 52 of the act states that people
intentionally making false claims to get
benefits from the govt can be imprisoned
upto 2 years.

Sec 58 of the act further holds that if an
offence is committed by a company or body
of corporate the person who was incharge at
the time of offense committed will be held
liable. This provision can also be used to
ensure that work places allow employees to
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work from home or that they pay employees
theirdue wages.

National Health Bill, 2009

This bill was introduced to recognize health as
a fundamental human right and states that
every citizen has a right to the highest
attainable standard of health and well being.

It places obligations on the govt. to ensure
health for all. Chapter 3 of this bill elaborates
rights to health care, including terminal care
for everyone however it lacks the ethical
framework for the protection of human rights
during such a epidemic. A reference can be
taken from Public Health Emergency
Response Act of Mexico which clearly
describes the individual civil rights of a person
who is quarantined in the midst of a health
emergency.

Some other laws

Now in these testing times it is our duty to
take all the reasonable precautions and most
of the people are unaware of the laws under
which they can be prosecuted for such
actions that are dangerous to the health and
safety of others.

In our country disobedience to quarantine
rule is punishable under Sec 271 of IPC, 1860
with imprisonment of either description for a
term which may extend to six months or fine
orboth.

Failure to take requisite precautions despite
being aware of the possibility of the spread of
such infection or disease is also punishable
undersec269 and sec 270 of IPC.

Under Section 269, whoever unlawfully or
negligently does any act which is, and which
he knows or has reason to believe to be, likely
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to spread the infection of any disease
dangerous to life, shall be punished with
imprisonment of either description up to six
months or fine or with both fine and
imprisonment.

Under Section 270, Whoever malignantly
does any act which is, and which he knows or
has reason to believe to be, likely to spread
the infection of any disease dangerous to life,
shall be punished with imprisonment of
either description for a term which may
extend to two years, or with fine, or with
both. Malignancy is characterized in diseases
that are highly virulent, infectious and life-
threatening. Disobeying the norms
prescribed for social distancing, coughing or
sneezing without covering the nose and
mouth, not wearing masks in public,
disregarding norms for social isolation,
loitering on the streets in groups, socializing
in disregard of the prescribed regulations,
etc. are all punishable offences under Section
270.

There are also some laws which focus on
quarantine of visitors such as Aircraft act and
Indian Aircraft rules which empower health
officers appointed by govt. to keep check on
people entering the country from abroad .The
officers can check the aircraft, its passengers
and crews and can subject them to medical
examinations. They must follow the
precautions with regard to period of
quarantine, when there is a spread of such
epidemic. There are also some laws which
deal with port quarantine such as Port Health
rules 1995 following the Indian Port Act.

Quarantine laws in other countries
In 1824, the US Supreme Court through a

A

2019-20

landmark judgement recognized quarantine
power as unlimited state based power and as
per the centre for disease control and
prevention (CDC) the power of quarantine is
given broadly to states, countries and cities to
protect public health whereas looking into
British laws related to quarantine, the
parliament of England added the “Health
Protection Regulation, 2020 in which under
Sec45R of the public health (control of
disease) act, 1984 empowers police, public
health and immigration officers to detain
suspected people and keep them
guarantined.

While looking into North Korea a official who
returned from Wuhan, China has reportedly
been executed for going to a public bath in
violation of his quarantine and the country
has vowed to “rule by military law”

Conclusion

It has been seen that there are various laws
and regulations which govern the quarantine
but this legislation is somewhat inadequately
framed as it has been derived from various
combination of laws such as Epidemic
Diseases Act, 1897 which has been described
as “archaic” and these laws are also silent on
various quarantine mechanisms and home
based quarantine during such pandemic.
There must be proper guidelines for
implementing quarantine and set up of
tribunals which can help to deal with such
health calamities and there should also be
some set of rules for individual civil rights
during such crisis. Thus we hope that after
coping up with these crisis there should be
visit to the quarantine laws and make them
more clear and intact so that public health
canalways be at priority .
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Identity Theft : A Comprehensive Study

1.INTRODUCTION

Modern communication system and the
increasing preference for internet have
brought drastic changes in our lives.
Computers have acquired the human life. It
has become the indivisible parts of
individual's life. Present generations spent
ample of time over the internet surfing,
database creation and the countless other
like activities. The information revolution has
grabbed the modern world resulting in
positive and negative notions. On one hand
Efficiency in work, speed of availability of
information, accuracy of the information,
processing of data are the pros of having
internet, on the other hand increasing
criminality in the cyber world is the serious
issue.

Basically, cyber crime is the criminal activity
committed by using computers. The list of the
cyber crime is exhaustive. Identity theft is
one of the offence amongst such a list which
is affecting the life of human being in a
insidious way. ldentity theft means
fraudulent and dishonest use of identity of
some other person. In layman's language,
identity theft means fraudulent
representation of identity of one person by
the other.

Adv. Revati Deshmukh,
2" Year LL.M

2. MAJORFINDINGS

A Meaning of computer, Computer system
and Computer network

The modern era seems to be the era of the
computer. In today's world the question
sounds very redundant as to what is the
computer? Everyone has their different
conceptualization about the computer. In
layman's word computer is electronic device
that can be used for complex calculation to
reduce human efforts and errors. Computer
is now termed as toy in the hands of the
present generation which they use for
playing, surfing, listening music,
communication.

A computer is a programmable electronic
machine designed to perform mathematical
and non-mathematical operations with the
help of instructions to process the data to
achieve desired results. Speed, accuracy,
diligence, large storage capacity, nolQand no
feelings are some characteristics of
computer.! There are two main parts of the
computer i.e. hardware and software,
Hardware is the physical component which
can seen and touched and which is used for
crating, manipulating, storing the data. The
software is the computerized instruction that

T Information technology and system audit, ICSI-Professional program, (June,2014)

[164|

)

42019-20)




helps the computer to work in the ways users
expectsittowork.

The terminologies as defined in the
Information technology act

“Computer” means any electronic magnetic,
optical or other high-speed data processing
device or system which performs logical,
arithmetic, and memory functions by
manipulations of electronic, magnetic or
optical impulses, and includes all input,
output, processing, storage, computer
software, or communication facilities which
are connected or related to the computerina
computer system or computer network;?

“Computer network” means the
interconnection of one or more computers
through

(i) The use of satellite, microwave, terrestrial
line or other communication media; and

(ii) Terminals or a complex consisting of two or
more interconnected computers whether
or not the interconnection is continuously
maintained;3

“Computer system” means a device or
collection of devices, including input and
output support devices and excluding
calculators which are not programmable and
capable of being used in conjunction with
external files, which contain computer
programmes, electronic instructions, input
data and output data, that performs logic,

22(1) (i), Information Technology act,2000
32(1) (j), Information Technology act,2000
4 2(1) (1) Information Technology act,2000

arithmetic, data storage and retrieval,
communication control and other functions;*

2. Concept of cybercrime

Cybercrime is the crime which is committed
by using computer as the object of the crime
(hacking, phishing, spamming) or used as a
tool to commit an offense (child pornography,
hate crimes). Cybercriminals secures access
personal information, business trade secrets
or use the internet for exploitative or
malicious purposes with the lp of computer
technology.

Criminals can also use computers for
communication and document or data
storage. Criminals who are engaged in such
illegal activities are called as hackers. The
other term used to denot4 cybercrime is
computer crime. Common types of
cybercrime include online bank information
theft, identity theft, online predatory crimes
and unauthorized computer access. More
serious crimes like cyber terrorism are also of
significant concern.

Cybercrime encompasses a wide range of
activities, but these can generally be broken
into two categories:®

o Crimes that target computer networks or
devices. These types of crimes include
viruses and denial-of-service (DoS) attacks.

o Crimes that use computer networks to
advance other criminal activities. These

5 Cyber crime, Technopedia, available at https://www.techopedia.com/tutorials, last seen 18/09/2019
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types of crimes include cyber stalking,
phishing and fraud or identity theft.

Section 65 to section 67 of the information
technology act provides for the computer
related offences. According to the act, if any
person without the permission of the owner
or any other person who is in charge of
computer, computer system or computer
network, secures access, downloads copies
or extracts any data, introduces any virus or
computer contaminant, damages the system,
disrupts or denies access to the authorised
person, or steal conceal alter, destroys
deletes, the data stored in the computer
system.

B. Concept of Identity Theft

The term identity theft can be better
understood by analyzing the term identity
and theft in isolation. Identity means
identification of something or someone. For
eg a name is the identity of the individual. It
helps to denote the exact thing about which
one is talking. It helps to sort out the several
things basing on their unique identity. On the
other hand theft means taking away
possession of the thing from the lawful
owner without his consent. It means identity
theft is the crime of stealing ones identity. It
means representing oneself as some one
other. With the increasing use social media,
digitalization the information is often share
publically. Sometimes sharing of information
on websites which lacks security may create
problem. The person who is sharing his

information without proper caution may lead
tofacetroublein future.

What is identity theft?

Identity theft is described as “knowingly
transfer[ring] or use[ing], without lawful
authority, a means of identification of
another person with the intent to commit, or
to aid or abet, any unlawful activity that
constitutes a violation of Federal law, or that
constitutes a felony under any applicable
State or local law” (Mercuri, 2006). That is, if
someone takes another's personal
information without consent and usesitin an
illegal way, it is considered identity theft.®

Identity Theft means deliberate and
purposeful use of identity of someone else.
The identity of the person is misused with
intend to have some financial advantage out
of his identity. Person whose identity is being
misused may suffer from losses or some bad
consequences.

As the amount of sharing personal
information is increased due to the
widespread of the internet in the period of
past twenty years, the threat of occurrence of
theidentity heft hasalsoincreased.

What are various types of the Identity Theft?

According to the Identity theft resource
centre, there are five different categories of
theidentity theft

1. Criminal identity theft- It means
pretending to be someone other when police
comes for arrest due to commission of crime.

5 Passard C. Dean, and Joshua Buck and Pierce Dean, Identity theft — a situation of worry, Journal of academic and business
ethicsavailable at http://www.aabri.com/manuscripts/131753.pdf, last seen 18/09/2019
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Thisis done by creating fake ID proofs, or with
stolen credentials. In criminal identity theft
the criminals take advantage and the victims
may come to know at very later stage. For
example sometimes by using the driving
licence as ID proof the person commits a
crime. And the original licence holder comes
toknow about this when heis punished with a
fin for some minor traffic rule. At the time of
paying fine for his own mistake that person
may get to know about the previous fines on
his name.

2. Financial identity theft - This type of
identity theft is committed to have economic
benefit out of someone's else's identity. All
types of credit card, debit card frauds comes
under Financial identity theft. the fraudsters
may by having access directly to the bank
account of the victims manipulates the funds.
online shopping is also another way of
financial identity theft.

3. Identity cloning — It means using another's
information to assume his or her identity in
daily life. In this type the person tries to
portray himself as someone else in order to
hide his own identity. For example the illegal
immigrants are the major contributors in it.
The concept of posers which is famous on
social media is also covered under identity
cloning. Poser means a person who uses
photo of somebody for posting on his own
wall.

4. Medical identity theft — It means using
another's identity to obtain medical care or
drugs. Privacy researcher Pam Dixon, the

founder of the World Privacy Forum, coined
the term medical identity theft and released
the first major report about this issue in
2006.” There are some cards or identity
proves issued to a specific strata of society
having income below certain level. Such
families get the medical facility at lesser cost
or sometimes free of cost. If any person by
having such health card of someone other
take medical facility free of cost from the
government, he may said to have committed
the medical identity theft.

5. Child identity theft — In this type identity of
aminor child is used toimpersonate. Children
are often found to be the victim of such
offence.

Ways for stealing the information

1.By stealing or otherwise obtaining physical
documents —Sometimes one has lost with his
purse or wallet. Now a days various ID's and
cards are carried along with the wallet. Loss
of such wallet may make a person victim of
Identity theft. Many identity theft cases are
the result of a lost or stolen wallet,
checkbook, credit card or other physical
document. Some store credit cards may still
require Social Security numbers or other
credit information on their written
applications—there have been instances of
these applications being stolen and used by
identity thieves. some thieves use old-
fashioned methods rooting around in
people's garbage to collect financial
information.

7 |dentity theft, Wikipedia, available at https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ldentity_theft#cite_note-4, last seen 18/09/2019
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2. By stealing or obtaining hardware -
Mobile phone, tablets, Pen drives, laptop,
thumb drives and other electronic data
storage devices are a rich source of personal
information. Once the access to device is
secured by cracking the password it is very
easy to reveal the information locked therein
inside such a device.

3. By asking for personal information via
phone calls — This type is increased now a
days, as ordinary man can be easily trappedin
this method. A caller saying that | am the
representative of bank and there is
something went wrong with you Back
account and thus in order to correct please
give me the details of yours. But everybody
should keep in mind, bank never make any
such call. These callers are fake callers and
just have called to trap you in their vicious
racket. Unless you yourself have initiated the
phone call, do not give any private data to
callers. Legitimate financial institutions and
businesses make it a point to keep
information secure and will not ask to you
provideitoverthe phone.

4. By obtaining personal information via
online means — Fake mails are send . Website
resembling to the banks original one is
created and any person whoever clicks on
such website his data is automatically
directed towards thieve. Some identity theft
schemes use online scams like
'phishing'—where thieves use emailinquiries
purporting to be from financial or other
online organizations to obtain sensitive
account information. Identity theft is a
potential problem when computer servers at
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large institutions are hacked and breached
and with online shopping or other websites
that don't have security safeguardsin place.

C. Identity Theft: Section 66 of Information
technology act

Under the Information Technology Act, 2000
ChapterIX

Section43

If any person without permission of the
owner damages to computer, computer
system, etc. he/she shall be liable to pay
compensation to the person so affected.

Sec66C

Whoever, fraudulently or dishonestly makes
use of the electronic signature, password or
any other unique identification feature of any
other person, shall be punished with
imprisonment of either description for a term
which may extend to three years and shall
also be liable to fine which may extend to
rupeesone lakh.

D. Identity Theft—General remedies

- In aroutine, Keep the required ID details.
Do not carry extra credit card or passport
if notrequired.

- Do not throw the receipts generated at
ATM counter, keep it safe.

- While shopping online check the status of
the website, whether secured or not
secured. For eg. purchase from website
having “https”

- Beware of phishing attacks. Take proper
caution while opening mail attachments.
Do notrespond to any suspicious mail.
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- keep a continuous follow up with your
credit card statements.

- Keep Your computer security up to date.

- Kindly do not share with anyone your
passwords and the pin details of the ATM's

12. CONCLUSION

Identity theft has become a serious and
growing problem worldwide, and it occurs in
cyberspace. The use of new technologies has
resulted in increased opportunities for
criminals to steal and illegally use personal
information to commitidentity theft crimes. It
is observed that identity theft is increasingly
challenging law enforcement agencies and
governments around the world. Huge amount
of money and time is spent in responding to
identity theft. Improved technology and
consumer awareness is one of the measures
to address the issue of identity theft.
Consumers should be educated about the
risks of transacting online, their rights
regarding online fraud and measures to
prevent and respond to identity theft.

Organisations and Internet service providers
should also educate users regarding safe
browsing and make safety packages available
to their users. It has been mooted that there
should be mandatory public reporting of
identity theft cases by financial institutions
and that they should report regularly to a
financial regulator. It is proposed that such

reporting will improve our understanding of
identity theft and enable policymakers to
enact adequate preventive measures to
respond to the severity and methods of the
crime.

Suggestions to protect the occurrence of the
identity theft

« Educate individuals and consumers about
protecting their personal information
(offline and online).

o Form alliances between different law
enforcement agencies to combat identity
theftin different jurisdictions.

o Create collaboration between
governments and other service
organisations to protect personal
information of private individuals and
public bodies.

« Work with local banks to encourage credit
card bureaus to adopt improved security
practices for their clients and or
customers.

o Track the delivery of documents to avert
the theft of personal information.

o Work with identity theft victims to provide
assistance and advice regarding their
rights

« Devise a plan to prevent or minimise the
harm of identity theft when large identity
databases have been breached.

An unjust law is itself a species of violence.

Arrest for its breach is more so.

Mahatma Gandhi
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ABSTRACT
Amalgamationis nothing but combination of companies

The regulatory and propitiatory provisions of MRTP Act, 1969 was made radical changes in
the amalgamation of companies. Before that period very small percentage of companies used
to come together. Amalgamation results in the formation of an entirely new company. The
companies during their insolvency, lack of share capital, their existence will be in danger. To
stand in corporate sector companies not have any other option other than amalgamation.
Rights and liabilities of shareholders, creditors, employees are made in new form apart from
old company. The companies are amalgamated with each other with the purpose of a
acquiring cash resources, to eliminate competition, to save tax, to increase shareholders
value, to reduce the degree of risk by diversification, to achieve growth. Magnitude of
companies business and commercial activities and diversities of interest of person in the
business will occur conflict, at certain stage to settle dispute by mutual consent by parties
companies have necessity to reorganise itself by entering into compromise with consent of its
members or other option is to join other company by amalgamation. When two companies
jointheir hands number of problems

would be faced by stake holders. After smooth working of company is desirable.
Amalgamation helps to company survive. There is no limit on number of amalgamation.
Amalgamating companies would be require to pay tax. The aim of the research is to study the
procedure of amalgamation and find the reformsin the procedure of amalgamation

Key words : Amalgamation, Insolvency, Combination, Share capital, Share holder.

1) INTRODUCTION

Amalgamation occurs when two or more
companies are joined to form a third entity or
oneisabsorbedinto or blended with another.
The effect is to wipe out the merging
companies and to fuse them all into the new
one created. The new company come into
existence having all the property, rights and
powers and subject to all the duties and
obligations, of both the constituent
companies.
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An amalgamation is a combination of two or
more companies into a new entity.
Amalgamation is distinct from a merger
because neither company involved survives
as a legal entity. Instead, a completely new
entity is formed to house the combined assets
and liabilities of both companies.
Amalgamation typically happens between
two or more companies engaged in the same
line of business or those that share some
similarity in operations. Companies may
combine to diversify their activities or to
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expand their range of services Since two or

more companies are merging together, an
amalgamation results in the formation of a 3)
larger entity.

Amalgamations generally take place between
larger and smaller entities, where the larger
one takes over smaller firms.

2) TYPES OF AMALGAMATION:
i. Amalgamation by sale of shares:

In this type shares are sold and
registered in the name of the
purchasing company. The selling
shareholders receive either
compensation or share in acquiring
company.
ii.h. Amalgamation by sale of
undertaking: 4)
Amalgamation of two or more
companies and that under the
scheme the whole or any part of the
undertaking, property or liabilities of
any company is to be transferred to
anothercompany.

iii. Amalgamation by sale and
dissolution:

It is concerned by the tribunal in
connection with voluntary winding
up of 2 company. The tribunal can
order dissolution of a company
without winding up.

ivv. Amalgamation by scheme of
arrangement:
Chapter V of the Companies Act

provides Power to the companies to
apply for sanction of the Tribunal for

' Avtar Singh, Company Law 592 (Eastern book company) 16th edition 2015.
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arrangement, compromise of
amalgamation.’

POWER OF AMALGAMATION:

There should be Power in company's
memorandum to amalgamate. If it is not
there it should be acquired by altering
the memorandum. It is not necessary
that the company adopting a scheme
should be in financial difficulty or that it
should not be an affluent company . The
expression any company liable to be
wound up under this Act. Does not mean
a company which is insolvent, but any
company registered under the Act, every
such company being subject to the
winding up provisions of the Act.

AMALGAMATION OF CERTAIN
COMPANIES (SMALLAND HOLDING AND
SUBIDIARY COMPANIES)(SEC-233):

a) A notice of the proposed scheme
inviting objections, if any form and
the registered offices of the
companies are situated or persons
affected by the scheme with 30 days
is issued by the transferor company
or companies and transferee
company.

b) Objections and rejections received
are considered by the companies in
their respective general meeting and
the scheme is approved by the
companies in their respective general
meeting and the scheme is approved
by holders of 90 per cent of the total
number of shares.

c) Eachofthe companiesinvolvedinthe
amalgamation has filed a declaration
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of solvency, in the prescribed form,
with the registrar of the place where
the registered offices of the
company is situate.

d) Theschemeisapproved by amajority
representing nine-tenths in value of
the creditors or class of them of
respective companies at a meeting
covered by the company by giving
notice of 21 days along with the
scheme to its creditors . The scheme
may also otherwise approved in
writing by the requisite number.?

5) AMALGAMATION OF COMPANY WITH

FOREIGN COMPANY:

The provision of chapter 15 with section
running from 230 to 240 are to apply
mutatis mutandis to scheme of
amalgamation between companies
registered under the Act and companies
incorporated in jurisdiction of such
countries as may be notified by time to
time by the Central Government.

The Central Government may make rules,
in Constitution with RBI amalgamate a
company registered under the Act or vice
versa. The terms and conditions of such
amalgamation may provide for payment
of consideration for shareholders of
amalgamating company in cash or in
depositary receipts as per the scheme to
be drawn up for the purpose.

The expression foreign company means
any company or body corporates
incorporated outside India whether
having place of businessin India or not.

6)

Eg.

7)

AMALGAMATION OF BANKING
COMPANIES:

Section 44-A Banking Regulation Act,
1949 us a complete self contained code
on amalgamation of banking companies
Under section 44-A the power to grant
approval to scheme of amalgamation of
banking companies is with the RBI, and
the RBI is also empowered to determine
market value of shares of the objecting
shareholders who voted against the
scheme as well as to direct the payment
of the value of the Share to the dissenting
shareholders.

1) Amalgamation of Oriental Bank of
commerce and United Bank into
Punjab National Bank.

2) Amalgamation of Syndicate Bank into
CanaraBank.

AMALGAMATION IN PUBLICINTEREST:

Where the Central Government is
satisfied that an amalgamation of two or
more companies is essential in public
interest, then the Government may by
order notified in the Official Gazette
provide for amalgamation of those
companiesinto asingle company.

The amalgamated company shall have
such Constitution, property, power, right,
interest, authorities and privileges and
shall be with such liabilities, duties and
obligations as may be specified in the
Governments order. The order may also
contain consequential, incidental and
supplementary provisions.

2 Avatar Singh, Company Law, 603 (Eastern book company) 16" edition 2015.
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8)

Every member or creditor of each of the
companies before the amalgamation
shall have, as merely as may be, the same
rights and interests in the amalgamated
company as he had in the company of
which he was originally a member or
creditor. But if his rights in the
amalgamated company are less than
those, he shall be entitled to
compensation. The Government may
prescribe some authority for the
assessment of compensation and it will
be paid by company resulting from the
amalgamation.
Before making any order of
amalgamation, the Central Government
is required to send a copy of the proposed
order in draft to each of the companies
concerned.
This is necessary to unable to such
companies to file their objections and
suggestions. The period for filing
objections shall be fixed by the
Government, but should not be less than
two months. The Government may
modify the draft order in the light of any
suggestions soreceived.
Copies of every such order have to be laid
before both Houses of Parliament at the
earliest convenience.?
REGISTRATION OF OFFERS OF SCHEMES
INVOLVING TRANSFER OF SHARES:
In an offer of a scheme or contact involving
transfer of shares under Section 237,
a) The circular containing such offer and
recommendation by directors to
members to accept such offers is to

be accompanied by such information
in such manneras may be prescribed;

b) A statement by the transferee
company disclosing the steps it has
taken to ensure that necessary cash
will be available should be made and;

c) Every such circular has to be
presented to the Registrar for
registration and is not to be issued
unless so registered.

The registrar may refuse to register a
statement for reasons to be recorded
in writing if it does not contain the
requisite information or which sets
out information in a manner likely to
give false impression. The registrar
has to communicate the refusal to
the parties within 30 days. An appeal
lies to the tribunal against the order
of refusal by registrar. A director who
issues a circular which has not been
present for registration is liable to a
fine between Rs. 25,000 and
Rs.5,00,000.4

9) PRESERVATION OF BOOKS AND PAPERS

OF AMALGAMATED COMPANY:

Where a company has been amalgamated
with another company under any of the
above provisions of the Act, or whose
shares have been acquired by the another
company, the books and papers of such
company shall not be disposed of without
the prior permission of the Central
Government. Before granting such
permission, the Government may appoint
a person to examine the books and papers
for the purpose of ascertaining whether

3 Avatar Singh, Company Law, 609 (Eastern book company)16th edition 2015.

4 Avatar Singh, Company Law, 610(Eastern book company)16th edition 2015.
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they contain any evidence of the
commission of an offence in connection
with the promotion or formation of or the
management of the affairs of the
company or its amalgamation or
acquisition of its shares.

10) HOW AMALGAMATION IS DIFFERENT

FROM MERGER:

Amalgamation is different from Merger
because neither of the two companies
under reference exists as a legal entity.
Through the process of amalgamation a
completely new entity is formed to have
combined assets and liabilities of both
the companies.

1) There is a very fine difference
between Amalgamation vs Merger as
both processes are a way to a
consolidation of multiple companies

2) Amalgamation is a type of
consolidation processes used under a
merger.

3) Amalgamation results in the
formation of an entirely new company.
However, a merger is a consolidation
process wherein resultant company
may be a new company or may be an
existing company

4) Minimum two companies are
involved in merger however
minimum three companies are
required for Amalgamation process

5) Size of the companies involved in
Amalgamation process are of
comparable level, however, size of
companies in merger process is a
different size as an absorbing
company is expected to be of

® Company Law 0 Blogspot.com.
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6)

7)

relatively larger size than a size of an
absorbed company

Asset and liabilities of the existing
entities in the Amalgamation process
are transferred to an entirely new
entity. However, Asset and Liabilities
of the absorbed entity in the merger
process are consolidated to
absorbing entity.

Shares of the absorbing company are
given to shareholders of the absorbed
company in the merger process.
However, shares of the new entity
formed in the process are given to the
shareholders of the existing entitiesin
the Amalgamation process.®

11) RIGHTS OF STAKEHOLDER:

a)

b)

f)

Record the amount of investors
shareholding in companies records.

The shareholder has the right to have
the Share ownership registered or to
transfer the ownership and rights
through a power of attorney or a
special Authorization defined by the
company for the matter.

Receive the declared share of the
dividends distributed receive a share
in the companies assets in case of
liquidation.

Elect board of directors members.

Participate in companies general
assembly and vote on decisions
unless the subject of vote is related to
the shareholdersinterest.

Receive information and data relating
to companies activities, its
operational strategy and investment
strategy on a periodic basis.
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Rational India

We are living in a democratic country where
people's opinion is superior. They have liberty
to choose their leader. Here people from
different caste, religion, culture etc living
together since 70 years. India is world famous
for its pluralism and diversity. These are the
two important jewels of our country. As a
citizen it's our duty to protect these jewels
because of which it is said that India has
“Unity indiversity”.

In 2015 US formal president Barack Obama
cameto Indiaandin his speech he said what is
excellent about India is its diversity and
pluralism and same was said by President
Donald Trump in 2020 on his 36 hours
itinerary to India. This should be understood
and promoted by government because that is
what appreciated internationally.

In Indian national flag there are three colors
that are saffron, white and green. Saffron
stands for the strength and courage of the
country, white indicates peace and truth with
Dharma chakra and last is green which shows
the fertility, growth and auspiciousness of the
land. Butin today's India the meaning of these
colors has been completely changed due to
some politicians and their politics. Now
saffron indicates Hinduism and green
indicates Muslim community. This spread
riots and harms our countries peace due to
which an invisible black spot is coming on the
white color of our Indian flag.
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“Agar itna pyar hai tumhe apne hare or
bhagve se, to ise dil mai sajaye rakho. Yun
gharokiijjat bazaro maiuchalinhijati”.

By quoting this, | want to say that whetheritis
saffron or green both are Indians; if we are
fighting among ourselves it doesn't look good
internationally. We are a secular nation we
should promote tricolor (Indian flag) where
both saffron and green will automatically get
promoted.

Our country doesn't need such things
(division or polarization) what we exactly
need is rationalism, which was clearly shown
in this year's Delhi elections. Today people
understand to whom they want to chose and
why. No one can manipulate them. People
don't want “politics of polarization” instead
they want “politics of work”. Now you can't
fool them on the basis of religion or caste.

Hindu, Muslim, Christian, Sikh | mean any
community what they commonly need are
hospitals, schools, education, employment
etc. If you ask a poor man what they want Ram
Mandir or Babri masjid he will surely want
food instead of this mandir or masjid thing.
Therefore our governments prime focus
should be generating employment
opportunities, eradicating poverty, building
hospitals etc instead of playing this dividend
or polarization politics.

“Hum Ek The, Hum Ek Hai, Hum Ek Rahenge”
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Sad Happiness..!!

“And... only 5 minutes are left to go! Standing
in front of the mirror, | was looking at those
depressed eyes and that anxious face. In
order to try and make things better, | was
patting my own back and boosting myself,
“Yes, you candoit”. And it was when | saw my
phone ringing. As | went towards it and
looked at it, all my pats suddenly started
hurting. All my gathered encouragement was
shattered within seconds. | was filled in with
the sense of extreme fear. Oh yes! | can tell
that from the sweat sliding through my
forehead, which ruined my make-up and
made me look like a melted ice-cream. |, with
my shivering hands, picked up the phone and
heard the ugliest nightmare of my life. The
words came running towards me and burned
all the veins of my brain and scratched my
heart to the core. And within a minute, | felt
destroyed, as if | could never bloom; | felt
collapsed, as if | could never be built; | felt
broken, as if | could never be healed.
Suddenly everything around me seemed to
be quite blurred and dusty. Some strange
sounds kept rushing towards me and | felt
stuck. | felt like drowning. Drowning, in the
world of evils and demons. | felt like captured.
| felt like ceased.

Suddenly | was back to senses and realized
that those dreadful five minutes were over
and now it was my turn. So, putting another
patch of makeup, | also put a fake smile on my
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wrecked face and fixed my costume of the
'real world'. But my feet were still heavy and
my lips felt dry. My eyes had lost their entire
spark and my heart was still wandering in the
dark. But at that very moment, the inner me
whispered, “grab the spirit and..let it go, it's
show time.” And with this, | jumped upon the
stage and stood between those huge bright
lights with all their eyes focused upon me.
My funny arrival brought a blow of laughs
from the cheering, enthusiastic crowd of the
audience wing. | jumped again, danced
around, | spinned off and deliberately fell on
the ground. Another wave of laugh came
towards me. These laughs popped out of
those hundreds and thousands of happy and
shining faces. But all | could hear was, a loud
nuisance that danced in an echo around me
which was making me miserable than | ever
was. But | kept smiling. My heartbeats were
racing among themselves. But | kept spinning
the colorful balls and made them fall upon
me. My breaths were lost and were searching
for their life. But | kept climbing on the ropes
and kept falling again on the ground. My mind
was choked and my ears felt too hot. But |
kept dancing with the funny hats on my head.
My body had lost all its energy. But | kept
rolling on the wheels and kept falling again
and again...and again. | act madly. | acted
insane. But, | kept going on. | was lost, but |
laughed. | was dead, but | made people laugh.
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Finally, at the end, | bowed down on their
applauds and let the warm drops of my tears
touch the core of the hard floor....

Vanishing from the theatre within seconds, |
quickly rushed home carrying my wrecked
face along with the same crumbled costume. |
reached and was freezed at the doorstep.
While, there she was, lying calmly on the
floor. That burned beautiful face, those tiny
warm hands, that roasted cleanse skin, those
cold pink lips, those dry little feet, and that
pure small heart, lied lifelessly. My eyes
became cold but she seemed to be peaceful.
Today, she did not welcome her “dadda” with
a tight hug and lots of complaints about
mumma. Today, she did not draw or paint or
colour. Today, she did not leave her tiffin
unfinished and hide it out of fear. Today, she
did not jump or climb or spin the colorful balls
in the air to act like her dadda. Today, she did
not talk, she did not cry, she did not fall. Today,
she did not ask, “but dadda why?"” Her
gorgeous smiles, her happy laughs, her
stumbled dances and her self- composed
songs just dissolved in the air. Her innocence,
her sweetness, her naughtiness and her
brilliance just vanished somewhere. And
there she was, quiet and numb. And there |
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was, standing with my weakened and painful
knees, drenched in sweat but completely
drained from within. But now the tears rolled
down my painted cheeks and my mask just
fell off.”

Yes, after all, we all are clowns in our story of
life, aren't we? We all need to have those
forced smiles and fake laughs as our best
companions while walking into the real
world. We hide our darkest truths under our
painted masks. We carry the cloak of our
ugliest nightmares and cover it with our
colourful, funny hats. We sustain our
weaknesses and colour them with our
cheerful smiles. We are likely to cover our
tears, our anxiety, our grieves and our
screams under that crumbled costume. We
tend to fill the glowing colours within the
scratches of our guilts, our pain, our tearsand
our wail. And thus, we all perform our perfect
roles on the stage of life in this huge, chaotic
theatre. We all climb, we all fall, but we all
laugh and make others laugh. Yes, we all act,
for our survival. We all act, for our living. We
all pretend, for our needs. We all are the
clowns of our lives...indeed. But, now, it's the
show time, and only 5 minutes are left to go...

v 0
e
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Ahh! Sweet Mystery of Life

Atharva Bangale Edited by - Gautami Yadav,

Day 13" of the Quarantine, an after effect of
the outburst of Corona Virus. While | was
counting how many tiles | have in my
“Spacious” One BHK flat, a message pops in
my phone and after checking it | realize |
haven't submitted my article for the College
magazine. Yes! It is Prajakta asking me for the
1,2,3,4" time to give my article. So let's begin!

What is home for you? Is it on the size of it?
Well, a home is measured in square feets but
for people like me who have been raised in a
middleclass family, a home is a place where
all the family members come together and
share a bond of unconditional love, a place
where there are conflicts but in a loving way.
And yes we are still happy in a 1 BHK
“Spacious and Luxurious Flat”. The
generation to which | belong was not techno-
savvy as it is today. Now a days, we see Smart
phones in the hands of kids who are just 10 or
hardly 12, who are dealing with their own
lives in their personal bedroom with a Xbox
and A laptop or a Computer. Who is actually
responsible for this? The new generation
parents who have changed themselves with
the changing times or who are super busy in
their lives or they think handing some
electronics in the hands of their kids will
actually make them smarter? Is there a need
of Social Distancing or are we already Socially
Distant from each other even in our houses?
Has the conversation died already? Ask
yourselfand you won't have an answer.
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Changing times have got me stirred in a box
full of mixed feelings. The powerful are
suppressing the weaker. Constitution speaks
of Right to speech. Practicing it has become
difficult. Can anyone hear what the poor are
saying; can anyone hear what the middle
class are expecting? Why only particular sects
of people do business? Why is a beginner
guestioned?

Ok talking about things | came across one hot
topic | don't like to talk about but yes it's the
21 day lockdown. And | cannot not think of
love. Love for street Food, Love for the
streets on which | once played cricket, Love
for my college, Love for all my friends out
there who are also quarantined the way | am,
Love for those who always thought bad about
me. One thing I noticed in these few days that
the people you hate, you actually don't hate.
You hate their habits, you hate the way they
treated you but you don't hate them. What
are they? A piece of flesh and blood. Same as
you. And there is always a time when you
learn in your life the lovely art of forgiving
people for whatever they've done to you.
“Chod do na yaar! Maaf kar do! Woh bhi ek
insaan hai, tum bhi ek insaan ho aur milna
wahi hai jaha kashti leke jayegi.” Sometimes
we tend to believe what the destiny has
served for us and eventually we forget that
we are living in a reality where we have to
face everything and that can change our
destiny. The directions we get from the things
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we do or things we believe to imbibe in us are
very important because they actually get the
best out of you. So believe in whatever you
do, start forgiving, be grateful for whatever
you have and getthe bestinside you.

| still remember that day when everyone
came at the windows and balconies and were
clapping and banging vessels. That day | saw
the real beauty of India, it was not even 26"
January or 15" August | had Vande Mataram
playing in my head and goosebumps all over
my body watching this historical moment. My
grandfather went on the road and greeted
the police officer who was patrolling in our
lane. The sense of unity, the sense of
togetherness, the sense of gratitude all rose
in my blood in just 2 minutes. | wish | had
been there at the time we got our freedom.
Such an ironic condition, we fight amongst
each other the entire time, we support
different political parties, we are of different
caste, religion whatever it is and when there
is a problem on us we come together like a

Day 13" of Quarantine and | got into a small
fight with someone and this someone
without thinking for a second said Go DIE and
it really hit me hard and yes | got my next
topic. Itis"AFTERLIFE"!

Every day thousands of people take their final
breath and slip into eternity, either into
heaven or into hell. Although we may never
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family irrespective of religion caste, creed,
political party we belong to, that's where
humans help humans. Everything dies,
Humanity survives.

Special thanks to those people who are
working for us day and night. The medical
fraternity, the security fraternity, the para
medical fraternity who have been helping the
patients by taking them from the house to the
hospital, the administrative staff, and all the
people who have maintained the lockdown,
especially the members on social media who
have kept a smile on our face in this hard time,
our PM Mr. Narendra Modi, and yes how can
we not forget our Parents who have never
failed to give us whatever we demand eveniin
this hard time. Thank you PAA and Mumma.
And thank you everyone for reading my
article. One line | would like to quote in this
hard time : "Waqt Badi Ajeeb Cheez Hai
Janab, Kabhi Kabhi Hasati Hai, Kabhi Rulati
Hai Aur Kabhi Kabhi Guzar Bhi Jaati Hai.. Ye
BhiWaqgt Guzar Jayega.”

Atharva Bangale,
4" Year B.A. LL.B

know their names, the reality of death
happens every day. What we know is the
universal truth that is whoever is born must
die. But what happens when you die? The
moment you leave your soul from your body
maybe you are transferred to an whole new
world where there are flowers showered on
you, which might prick your eyes, a bed of

[179]



clouds beyond your feet, you might also see
the same moon which the people living are
watching but maybe not from afar.

After life must be beautiful just like the day of
our birth when we were brought in this world
may be we were in another world and our
afterlife must be our presence on this earth
and the after our death we are transferred to
another world. Isn't it beautiful? We all fear
death, don't we? We even fear the thought of
death but | think there's no need to fear
death cause its a phase of our eternal life and
its a motion through which we are actually
sent to another world. A world beyond lies, a
world beyond truth, a world where there is
justice to each and every person, a world
where women feel safe, a world where there
is no Religion, a world where every soul has a
voice for itself. YES the same kind of world we
are expecting to be today! P.s (Just an
expectation which brings disappointment
everytime.) Anideal world.

Isn'tit better to find an afterlife and an escape
from today's world? | swear most of you
reading this article must be saying yes.
Escape from bitter truth of this society,
escape from a place where love is not treated
like it is a cause of hatred, closed one's are
putting a dagger in the back of the loved
one's, acceptance is hard for people
(acceptance that a boy may love a boy and a
girl may love a girl too), world is degrading
itself where everyone is busy in killing forests
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and making houses by destroying animal's
houses, like a rust to a metal there is a rust
developed in people's mind where they are
killing each other in the name of religion and
caste and winning battles of shame! And
hiding that trophy of shame under the name
of "POLITICS".

This fascination sometimes proves to be fatal
in many aspects. Hindu mythology speaks of
"Kalyuga" where Kalki (tenth avatar of
Vishnu) will be reborn and destroy all the
Asur on this Earth and take the Good beings
in Satyug. Sometimes | wish | should call her
when | get to know the news where a fatheris
raping his own 7 year old daughter, | wish to
call Kalki when | am watching the mother of
raped victim has to wait for 7 years for her
daughter's justice, | wish to call kalki when |
get to know a mother-in-law killed her own
daughter just because of Dowry, | wish to call
kalki when | get to know Innocents are being
killed in some part because of Terrorism!

The truth is the world we wish to live in is not
this world. It's still hard to believe that
Maryada Purushottam Shri Ram lived in this
world, Jesus Christ, Lord Krishna, Chatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj, Prophet Muhammad lived in
this world. Even they had problems and they
eradicated it and never increased it. Do you
still want to reside here? Or you also think
Afterlife will be a more Happy place to dwell?
Thinkonit. Tillthen Goodbye!
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“You can Count on Me”

What is friendship? The answer to this
question varies from person to person. Every
individual has a different definition of
friendship. Man is social being and by instinct
seeks companionship of others. We meet so
many people in our life, but we get close to
very few people. Thatis because the essential
condition of friendship between two people
is affinity of mind, tastes, temperament of
pursuits. The few in whom we discover the
affinity we make friends with and they carve
outanabiding placeinour hearts.

Woodrow Wilson said “Friendship is the only
cement that will ever hold the world
together”. A true friend is a person you can
count on when you face any challenges in
your life. Friends are those who are never
envious of your accomplishments and
achievements. A friend is one who never
deserts you and is your inseparable
companion in the time of happiness and
sorrow. Friends are worth more than all the
treasures of the world.

During these five years of college | found
some beautiful souls who are now my best
friends. | started college as a typical introvert
person who would just come attend all the
lectures and go back home until | met this
completely crazy bunch of people who were
one of the most active students in the college
| started changing, no doubt the change was a
good one. | started participating in different
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college events. They actually helped me to
get out of the cocoon | had beenin for areally
long time. It is rightly said that friends are like
family who help you grow in life.

| have been a member of different
departments in the college and also
organizing different events like debates,
seminars, etc. Participating in all these events
helped me develop my leadership qualities, it
brought a different kind of confidence in me. |
have also been a member of the NSS
department and here | learnt how helping
others gives us happiness. We've had
different programmes in this department like
tree plantation, legal aid camps, cleanliness
drive, etc. It teaches us to create a good and
healthy environment for ourselves and for
others. Inthe last year we attended the 7 days
NSS camp in avillage named Shive. Here | met
a few new people who also became a really
important part of my life too. All this what |
learnt and experienced in these five years
was because of my friends who have always
encouraged me and all the teachers who
have always been very supporting and
encouraging. Friends are like a family without
which survival is really difficult and | am
blessed to have such a beautiful family.

Friendship is something that cannot be
expressed in words. It is being able to cry
together, to be foolish together, and to be
mad at each other but never leaving each
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other. Friends are the ones who are always
ready to protect each other physically as well
as emotionally. Friendship is a sacred trust
without a legal stamp. A good friendship is
very difficult to come across. Friends are
those people around whom we can be
ourselves. Friendship is one of the most
important relationships which teenagers,
youngsters, man/woman, senior citizens
have always cherished for centuries.
Moreover, friendship makes us stronger. It
tests us and helps us grow. For instance, we
see how we fight with our friends yet come
back together after setting aside our
differences. This is what makes us strong and

The Tassel's Worth the Hassle

What is law? With this curiosity in mind we
stepped into this institution Deccan
Education Society's Shri. Navalmal Firodia
Law College and were full with dreams of
entering into the professional world as
lawyers....

The B.A.LLB course is of 5 years and this
journey of these 5 years is as good as a short
film. Initially, full of enthusiasm we thought
law would be easy but soon practicality hit us
and we understood that law and law as
career was not that easy as it seemed to us
but all thanks to this novel institution which
made this journey very interesting,
knowledgeable and definitely worthwhile.
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teaches us patience. Therefore, there is no
doubt that best friends help us in our
difficulties and bad times of life. They always
try to save us in our dangers as well as offer
timely advice. True friends are like the best
assets of our life because they share our
sorrow, sooth our pain and make us feel

happy.

These five years of college has been one of
the most beautiful journey for me full of
memories, experiences and learning. | would
like to thank all the teachers and yes of course
all my friends who are like a family to me now
for making this journey one of the most
memorable one.

Prajakta Pawar, g8
5% Year B.A. LL.B (NS

Even though we sometimes this was
impossible yet we very in the right
environment which nurtured and guided us
all through this way.

First two years were arts subject and
therefore pity boring as well as all we wanted
was law and to wear that attractive black
blazer and practice law in courts as early as
possible. During these times our college
provided us with excellent opportunities in
extra-curricular activities. The most
important of all of them being 'Moot Court'. It
meant your are given a chance to become a
lawyer and argue before a mock court. Our
college provided every help and opportunity
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to participate in moot court competitions.
These helped me personally to improve my
researching skills and drafting abilities.

We also have a debate forum, mentorship
program, placement cell, Legal Aid Center,
Legal Research Cell, Moot Court Society and
N.S.S. Department. All these departments
are very active and provide us wide range of
platforms to develop our various skills and
thereby build a personality which can face
the fierce competition in our profession. We
have regular guest lectures and seminars
series and at all these extra-curricular
activities many a times | was given a chance
to the comparing of the program. This gave
me immense confidence, zeroed my stage
fear and helped me develop required skills
forarguments.

Through this journey of 5 years | was blessed
with a family as span this long is definitely a
long one to develop bonds for a lifetime!
People who were unknown have now
become as if | have been knowing them for
years together. Indeed being blessed such a
lot of friends whom you can rely for anything
and anytime is very much precious.

Not only friends but a few very precious and
diamond like people added to my family and
they are my beloved faculty members. Our
Principal Dr. Rohini Honap Ma'am and all the
faculty members were mother like figures at
the every step of this journey. Not only the

faculty but even the mamas in the college
were an integral part of this family as they all
were ever ready to help us in every manner
possible.

We have a Student Council in the college and
| was member of it for the last two years. In
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the forth year | was nominated as Cultural Co-
opted and in the last year as Lady
Representative. These were responsible
posts and the Council ensured smooth
working of all departments of the college. We
have our annual fest named 'DUM &
INDRADHANUSH' which is mot joyous time of
the year. Everyone enjoys this fest with all
their hearts and | have best moments of every
festinthese 5 years.

Also in the last year | had gone to the N.S.S. 7
Days Camp to village Shive which was an
experience to be remembered. | got new
friends there who made my family bigger and
bigger. At the end with a heavy heart it would
be very difficult to leave this institute as it did
not just give a degree "B.A. LL.B" but tons of
experience, knowledge, memories and much
more which cannot be expressed in words nor
can be valued in money but it is very very
valuable and closest to my heart.

A heartfelt thank you and gratitude towards
D.E.S. SNFLC, faculty members and my
beloved friends for making this journey so
beautiful and full of knowledge which | would
mesmerize for a lifetime.....!!

The most powerfull way to
win an argument is by asking
questions.

It can make people see the

flaws in their logic.
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Ethical & Moral Issues

Insight Into Indian Journalism Today. With
changing times, today in the 21" century
media is considered to be the mostimportant
catalyst that helps gain more knowledge and
experience. Therefore, having an unbiased
and independent journalism system
becomes imperative. However, India's
journalism today can be defined as divisive,
sinister and taking jingoism to a all new level
of shrill. So lets just go the very fabric of what
does corruption and media mean ?
Corruption means all deviations from the
path of rectitude, in all moral, political, social
and economic ways. On the other hand
media is the main means of mass
communication. Therefore, the concept of
corrupt media means a response to claims of
bias in media and lack of media transparency
that can perceived as a form of corruption.

Corruption in media has become a part and
parcel of the industry and is visible in print
media, broadcasting media and even over
the internet. All the noble goals enshrined in
the Constitution of India of having an
independent media has been vanished in thin
air. So now the question is, why is a strong
independent media necessary? An
independent media in the country advances
education, imparts ethics, promotes respect
for human rights and most imperatively hold
high the fundamental rights conferred to us
under Art. 19(1a) of the Indian Constitution.
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Art.19(1a) of the Indian Constitution deals
with freedom of speech and expression which
also includes freedom of press which is a
barricade of the democracy. Freedom of press
and speech concretes a foundation of all
democratic organisations, for without free
political discussion, no public education, or
discussion or dialogue, so essential for the
proper functioning of the process of popular
government. In the modern world of
information and technology have become
imperative but, sometimes, the unfiltered
and crooked news form wrong public opinion.
Thus, it was rightly said by Richard. M.
Schmidt, a learned counsel from the United
States of America that, “Our freedom
depends on the continuation of a free press,
which is the strongest guarantee of a free
society.”

The freedom of speech and expression along
with freedom of press is regarded as the very
substratum of the democratic form of
government. Today, introduction of various
legislations has strengthened media laws but
still presentation of news in an unfair and
unbiased way, maintenance of high standards
of decency and decorum in programs,
communal harmony, religious tolerance and
communicating controversial public issues in
adispassionate manner exists like gold dust.

This brings me to my next question what's the
motive of corrupt media ? Media has become
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a sorry state of affairs since corruption has
been institutionalised in the country. Today
the prime source of corruption is power.
According to Lord Acton, power corrupts but
absolute power corrupts absolutely. Social
media, news media, broadcasting media are
the basis of a democratic society in India
today. It allows participation among citizens,
but political parties fund the media to froster
their political agenda's. This has become very
easy because majority of people not only
countenance it but are also keen to be
partners in it. This misleads the youth,
tampers social media, enables new stories to
go viral quickly leading to misinterpretation
and conflict. Media today rather than being a
watchdog of the public has become an
agenda promoting mechanism for
individuals, political parties and other profit
seeking entities. Broadcasters today abuse
people on their T.V. shows, heap insults on
politicians and activists that do not agree
with the parties funding and bribing them.
Yes, the brand of journalism in today's India
has become distasteful and corruption in
media has eroded public morals in the
country to a dangerously low level and unless
some effective steps are taken to step the rot,
it will lead to a collapse of the independent
media system and will affect the democracy
at large. It this is not stopped soon, this will
exhaust the purpose of having a good
independent media.

A corrupt media apart from having social
effects has economic effects too. Just if we
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aretotalkeconomicallyits an undeniable fact
that a huge amount of money is spent on
funding advertisement, and multitudinous
other sources by various stakeholders like the
political parties, candidates and right wing
legislators. If we talk about it statistically the
cost beard in Digital Marketing by political
parties during the 2014 Lok Sabha elections
was 12,000 crores, it magically increased to
16,900 crores by 2019. This is the main
reason for the people from the media
industry to join the rat race and become rich
quickly. The plot line is, the corruption has
made deep inroads into the heard of the
media industry.

Corruption as a social evil has existed in this
country or even the world since time
immemorial even before Chanakaya's time
but today's political pursuits surpasses it all.
According to some intellectuals in today's
world the saintliness of Gandhi, the wisdom
of Buddha and the courage of Shivaji Maharaj
has no purpose. Life in modern India revolves
around tepid politics which has taken over
the media and we personally have to take
efforts to dissect this malady that exists in our
media system otherwise, every step forward
we take we'll be taking three backwards
every time.

So, to conclude in the words of Rabindranath
Tagore, “Oh Lord! Let my country awake.”
Because today the question is who'll watch
the watchdog?
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HINDUTVA : A Path to India's Glory

A mere boundary or a border and a common
centralized way of governance is not enough
of an identity for a nation. A nation must be
forged together in a holy and grand narrative
of unity, continuity and a social unified bond.
However, BHARAT of today has been
besieged by the ‘breaking India forces’, which
have gained a sudden surge of emergency
and extreme activeness after their
groundbreaking defeat in the 2019 General
Elections. These intellectual terrorists and
their hypocritical stance cannot be defeated
by simply importing Western ideas of being a
welfare state or a secular state. Our
conception of a nation-state cannot be
amalgamated with the western culture by
adulteration and contamination, but should
evolve organically and from our very own
ethos.

Should Hindutva be the waterfront of
transforming Bharat and the basis of the
grand Bharatiya narrative?

To address this question, one must first try to
conceptualize or rather dream of what it
means to be a Hindu Rashtra or what the
concept of Hindu Rashtra entails.

A Hindu Rashtra will be a land of Dharma: the
bond that holds or sustains a civilization. It
shall be a land of courage, caliber, capacity,
conduct, competency, character and
capability with Dharma being a natural order
of things or that, which holds or sustains a
civilization. Embedded in the word Dharmaiis
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the deep and ultimate interconnection
between cosmicand all living beings. It means
a land of people dependent on everything
around, but still having a sense of
independence and freedom. It is Dharma that
has never been about something which
prohibits you, but is the ultimate liberation or
salvation. Dharma is the farthest source of
purity. Therefore, the concept of Hindu
Rashtra can be defined as: Bharat, a land
where every living thing will follow, their own
individual Dharma, but live or sacrifice for a
collective good of all living.

Hindus are asked to observe the pancha maha
yajna [or five great offerings]. These are;

1. Brahma-yajna, which consists of
education, self-development, teachings
and the ultimate knowledge of dharma.

2. Deva-yajna, which consists of worshipping
the divine, in whichever embodiment,
you believe is sacred. It is to be done so
through meditation, devotion and
dedication, the goal of which is salvation
and ultimate moksha.

3. Pitri-yajna, respect and pray our
ancestors, forefathers, parents and elders
for their blessings. This improves strength
of character and that of the Hindu society.

4. Bhuta-yajna, the prayers to all natural
elements actualized by this earth in all
forms, whether animate orinanimate. Itis
the service to plants, animal kingdom and
all other natural forces on earth.
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5. Manusha-yajna, service to all human kind
forthe betterment of the society.

These five credentials reflect that we are not
anisland amongst ourselves, and instead our
wellbeing depends on each other. These
notions of interdependence and the essence
of individual Dharma are perhaps most
beautifully captured in the metaphor of the
Vedas.

There is a famous passage in the
Mahabharata that proclaims that for the sake
of a family, an individual member may be
sacrificed; for the sake of a village, a family
may be sacrificed; for the sake of a province, a
village may be sacrificed and for the sake of
one's own atman, the whole earth may be
sacrificed. While this sounds paradoxical, it
reflects a balance of individualism and
collectivization that is at the heart of Hindu
dharma. The Vedic tradition is to uphold the
cosmic order and provide for loka sangraha
or the well being of the cosmos or the
universal good). The shanti (peace) mantras
of the Vedas that are chanted at the end of
every ‘puja’ ask for the peace and wellbeing
of all life in all the worlds and realms of
existence, not only human beings but all
sentient and non-sentient beings and
manifestations of life. Therefore, it is our
obligation that focus should be on a spiritual
well being of a person, not for the particular
individual, but for the sake of the society as a
whole. This not only reflects the potency of
Dharma but also projects the unique and
exquisite Hindu concept of sva-dharma [‘the
dharma of self’], which in turn gives the
pursuit that is most appropriate for the
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person, depending upon conditioning and
innate qualities.

As far as the Western idea of nation is
considered, it is of petty political games
without any type of institutional changes and
the systematic annihilation of growth and
development. There is a lack of character and
compassion which promotes truthfulness
whichin turn creates stagnancy. This stagnant
society then results into no evolution of
human consciousness. Destruction and
disruptions of ancient cultures has its toll on
all humans. This is the narrow minded
concept of being ‘modern. What is being
modern? What is the new cool? It is all
gibberish unless it leads you to discovery of
Atman.

Then what should be the new cool. Because it
cannot be the false bravado or molding into
that which you are not. It is authenticity. The
new cool is being authentic and knowing who
youreallyare!!

These ideal concepts of what the Hindu
Rashtra should be are nothing new but the
very inherent teachings of our scriptures. The
society has to transform itself. It can be
achieved only through spiritual awakening of
thesociety at large.

The vastness of the ideology of a Hindu
Rashtra can be understood from the
following;

e Economy: The economy would be one
where the pursuit of artha or material
wealth is always aligned with dharma.
This means that artha should be
accumulated only using righteous means.
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This entails banning extravagant interest
rates, supporting the free flow of capital
and preventing the extortion of the
vulnerable. The model should be one of
inter-dependence based on a true
decentralization of capital.

Education: Hindu dharma operates on the
4 ashrama basis where brahmacharya is
the phase when one acquires education.
India had an extensive system of schools
and universities which followed the
gurukula system of education where
students learnt under the able guidance
of gurus. They were taught a variety of
subjects which contributed to great
scientific and intellectual advances in
mathematics, medicine, astronomy and
so forth. Education was free in these
gurukulas and the emphasis was on
empirical learning which meant that
there was never any conflict with science,
rationality or reason in India. These were
places not only for the acquisition of
secular sciences but also character
building. Brutal Islamic invasion followed
by British colonialism was the death nail
of this decentralized system of education
which got obliterated. A Hindu Rashtra
would revive this model with adaptation
for ourtimes.

Foreign policy: Dharma does not give
anyone the mandate to rule or colonize
the world. Since India has never had any
expansionist ideology, she can take the
lead in promoting and preserving the
indigenous people and cultures
worldwide which are in many cases

nearing extinction due to the predatory
nature of expansionist ideologies. Thus,
India can be at the forefront of creating a
truly multicultural and diverse world in
contrast to the various mono cultures that
are competing to expand.

* Role of women: Women in ancient India
have been considered the complimentary
half of men. Hindutva is the only ideology
that views the feminine as a manifestation
of the sacred and divine. In the pantheon
of deities that we have, the three main
portfolios of finance, defence and
education are in the hands of women
Lakshmi, Durga and Saraswati,
respectively. It is time to draw on our
minds once again and once more bring
back women to center stage while also
adaptingtothe times.

e Religious minorities: Hindutva is a system
which is inherently diverse and plural. A
dharmic rashtra would not be a theocratic
state imposing any dogma. It would
promote individual spiritual freedom and
encourage that one must follow one’s
svadharma. The open architectural ethos
would nurture mutual respect of all faiths.
There would be no conflict with science or
rationality, and therefore there is no need
to import the western notion of
secularism.

If above mentioned formulas are to be
adopted, without a doubt India shall regain
her status as Vishwaguru.

| therefore, strongly believe that such a
Rashtra would be more beneficial to the
citizens of India, including the minorities that
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practice a religion other than Hinduism.
Furthermore, it would also be a good role
model for the rest of humanity. It would be
thus, clearing the decks for well being and a
sense of completeness for a Rashtra. This
message of a united Bharat shall suffice to a
complete acceptation of a Hindu Rashtra.

It has always been a long crusade of
destroying this grand narrative with such a
passion that can surely be understood with
many evident erroneous narratives like the so
called Aryan Invasion theory. It is rather
pertinent to note that there is an array of
forces working in preservation of this
fundamentally inaccurate Aryan Dravidian
divide that was fabricated by colonial
ideologies in the 18th century that has
resulted in the creation of a Dravidian
identity which calls for a separation of South
from rest of India, in the southern part of
India especially in the state of Tamil Nadu,
which did not exist before the 19 century.
This identity is built on the foundational
thesis that the dark Dravidians are the
original settlers of the oldest civilization, the
Sindhu- Saraswati civilization and that the
white Aryans invaded and destroyed them
and displaced them further to the south of
India. These Aryans allegedly brought along
with them the hierarchical and oppressive
caste system and Sanskrit, and thus made
shudras out of the Tamil speaking Dravidians.
This theory though being a huge scientific
error, was a well concocted theory has been
the source of so much of hatred and division
between communities in Tamil Nadu that it
has fuelled the demand for a separate Tamil
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country. Similar theories of oppression and
repression have given rise to Dalit and caste
movements. However, while the genuine
grouses need to be corrected, the theories
being spun are intended to divide Indians
with mutual hatred. Special privileges and
exemptions for minorities and oppressed
classes are being misused now by more and
more castes and communities. They either
pronounce themselves as minorities
(linguistic or religious) or as oppressed castes
to avail of the benefits of that particular
minority status. Such negative narratives
deny Indians of a pure and unadulterated
history and merit and instead could be used
in positive and responsible ways.

Progress and development are claimed to
have always come from foreign sources. We
are told that it was the foreign Aryans who
brought Sanskrit to India. Then it was the
Greeks who brought philosophy and
mathematics, Muslims who gave us tabla and
tandoor, and the English who brought
railways along with cricket and modernity.
Finally, it is the Americans who are now
bringing us human rights. By concocting such
lies and eclipsing the great history of this
ancient nation and led to India being in
perpetually beholden mode to someone else
for her very existence. Because it is in very
nature of Bharat, to promote peace and not
conflict, to promote harmony and not hatred,
to negotiate and never spill blood. But the
theories rounded about in today’s WhatsApp
world has left the young to believe that India
is just another third world country and had it
not been for the western countries, this
nation was doomed.
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Bharat urgently requires a positive grand
narrative, one that will help Indians
understand the benefits of being together, of
what it means to be an Indian. There are
several serious conflicts between Islam’s
grand narrative and the Indian narratives that
have continued since ancient times. For
example, India has always visualized her
geography as a mother and Bharat Mata is a
deity representing her. Muslims cannot
accept this since Islam prohibits worship of
any deity other than Allah. Vande Mataram is
a song sung in praise of Bharat Mata. This is
taboo for Muslims and they are told by their
authorities not to sing it. India’s national
anthem is another song they are
uncomfortable with because it defines the
boundaries of the nation state of India and
singsits praise. Thisis all considered haram or
taboo and often brings Islam into conflict
with the rest of India. The core problem is
that there are people who are terribly
mistaken to believe that honoring these
wishes and encouraging this type of blatant
anti-nationalism is not an act of anti-
nationalism but ‘secularism’ or liberalism.
The challenge one must accept is to show
that Bharat does indeed have a unifying
narrative which is continuous and organic,
and which does not need to be made up
synthetically to keep the nation together. Our
grand narrative is a civilizational one and it is
imperative for us to re-discover it, for
ourselves and for a role we can play on the
world stage. A robust, unifying and strong
national narrative must strengthen the
nation militarily and help its institutions grow
economically, culturally and politically.
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An idea of a Hindu Rashtra in it’s materiality
can be achieved and a positive wave for this
grand narrative can be seen in a common
citizen also. Many Indians are now exposed to
Western hypocrisy. They can read and write
dense English and some of them want to join
this battle for Hindutva. However, they lack
even rudimentary knowledge of Sanskrit or
its intellectual and scientific traditions. If
traditional knowledge is presented
appropriately to this audience, they will
contribute to the defence and further
propagation of dharma. This presents a great
opportunity for collaboration among
Bhartiyas. Though many of them deny it
outrightly, Bhartiyas respect dharma asitisin
there ethos and have retained it despite the
many hardships that they have faced.

Some scholars from East Asia and Western
world look to Sanskrit as the original source
of ideas but they end up going to the West for
help because Indian scholars have not seen
this as an opportunity for the propagation of
Sanskrit and sanskriti. The global spread and
popularity of yoga presents an opening to
teach those audiences Sanskrit and sanskriti.
Some experienced yoga practitioners are
ready to advance to the next level in their
engagement with dharma. Indian scholars
could implement such strategies to become
authentic exporters. The growth of
technology presents an opportunity to
spread knowledge with less dependence on
memorizing. The internet has made it very
economical for the dissemination and
penetration of information to the very last
man standing. Therefore, Indian ideas can be
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propagated through the internet very
efficiently.

The persuasion of this narrative will require a
lot of patience with a blend of steadfastness.
Hindu guilt needs to be eradicated with new
affirmation in them that dharma and
modernity can go hand in hand. They need to
understand that dharmic traditions are not in
any way inferior to the West and in fact often
provide for more harmonious alternatives
than the West has to offer. Our idea of
BHARAT is Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam, our
idea of BHARAT is Sarve Bhavantu Sukhinah,
our idea of BHARAT is Satyamev Jayate, our
idea of BHARAT is aano bhadram krutvo
yantu wishvatah, our idea of BHARAT is Ekam
satt Vipraha Bahuda Vadanti, our idea of

Perfectly Imperfect

WE ARE ALL BORN BEAUTIFUL, THE
GREATEST TRAGEDY IS BEING CONVINCED
THAT WE ARE NOT. Unlearning societal
conditioning and accepting your body the
way it is can feel daunting, even impossible at
times owing to the taboos in the society
pertaining to the stigma of height, weight,
color of the skin, length and texture of your
hair to name a few. The problem is that we all
have been made to grow up alongside a
standard definition '"BEAUTIFUL'. The
moment someone utters the word “PERFECT
BODY” our brain is bombarded with images
of fair skin, perfectly-toned, food-derived
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BHARAT is sah navavatu sahnouvunaktu
sahviryam karvavaihai, our idea of BHARAT is
Wrukshaha devashch dharayati, our idea of
BHARAT is, Naari iti Naarayani our idea of
BHARAT is Janani Janmabhoomishch
Swaragadapi Gari Asi.

And that is why, a reboot of this society which
is currently marred by fanatic liberalism and
frantic secularism has to be done. This
ancient society has to be rerouted to its
originality, towards the values that the
revered Veda’s speak of. This society needs to
be freed from self induced hatred and doubt.
Once it is achieved, one can surely say that
the days of glory are not far and India can
indeed reach the zenith.

Urja Mishra,
1% Year B.A. LL.B

body, a not-too-tall but not-too-short height
and a perfect photogenic smile. Anything that
is not falling into this category of “perfect”
isn't beautiful and in fact a taboo in the
society. Be it a tender, short girl or an
overweight boy they all are looked down
upon as a stigma by the so called perfect
“society”. A typical Indian mentality by far
goes with the orthodox mindset that having a
pretty face, fair skin and slim figure is what
beauty is Period. For me BEAUTY IS ABOUT
BEING COMFORTABLE IN YOUR OWN SKIN.
IT'S ABOUT KNOWING AND ACCEPTING WHO
YOU ARE. It is about unapologetically
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embracing your body irrespective of the type,
color or shape you're in and more
importantly being proud of it.

The kind of invisible pressure the society puts
on the individuals often culminates into a
toxic, compulsory lifestyle and ultimately a
taboo. This often goes neglected (unnoticed)
amidst other societal pressures which is the
most heart-wrenching part. It further leads to
phases of depression, anxiety, loss of self-
confidence and most of all fear of being
themselves in the society! After analyzing at
the grassroot level, | realized that the society
does play a vital role in creating and
proliferating an illusion that a flawless and
perfect body is a must-have in order to be
BEAUTIFUL! But at the same time | also
realized that itis US who make up the society!
Consequently, we must shoulder the
responsibility of taking care of this wounded
mentality which might turn into serious body
dysmorphia for the future generations if not
taken care at the present moment. The first
aid which every individual must adhere to, to
combat this taboo is to understand that in
reality itisn't the perfect body size or the skin
color which makes us BEAUTIFUL; Real
Beauty is fluid. By being aware of the fact
that we needn't fit into a certain mould to be
beautiful, we will all be beautiful!

Dismantling the prejudices that surround this
taboo our society itself has influencers who
have been the epitome of true beauty. Be it
Oprah Winfrey, Warwick Davis, Maya
Angelou, Nawazuddin Siddiqui, Serena
Williams, Vidya Balan, Ganesh Acharya,
Sathyasri Sharmila, Manabi Bandopadhyay.
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All of them stayed firm with their impeccable
gritand spirit to turn all odds into their favour,
thus redefining Beauty in their own ways.

Let us look into some ways which would
facilitate in changing our mindsets towards
thistaboo!

)/

% Inculcating effective communication
strategies! However the communication
which | am referring here is two-fold. The
first stratum deals with introspection i.e.
communicating with yourself by inducing
Positive self-talk. This helps in feeding
the brain with tranquility which in turn
helps us to make peace with our body
type by accepting it the way it is. To begin
with it could be as simple as saying “How |
feel about myself is more important than
how | look!” The second part is coursed
towards spreading this exuberant
thoughtinthe society.

% Being resistant towards the futile
expectations and fatuous comments of
the society is always an efficient
mechanism. The more impervious we are
to these prejudices, the greater would be
the impact on society to turn a deaf ear
towards these taboos leading the path to
break the chain of wounded mentality

** Unleashing our potential by finding our
strengths and talents to work towards our
goals that not only give us happiness and
content but also satisfaction. At this point
of satiety we do not pay heed to the
beauty standards laid down by the
society, instead we are more driven in
pursuit of our happiness.
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Honing our skills is a great modus
operandi to strive towards finding the
real beauty in ourselves as it helps in
pleasing both our body and mind
aesthetically.

Demotivating people from body shaming
and spreading awareness about boosting
up people to feel comfortable in their
own skinisalsoapromising alternative.

Body positivity also seems to be the ideal
way to overcome this taboo as it
acknowledges the fact that no one
approach is right for every person. One
teenager might grow up to be healthy at
any weight and height while another
might end up in the hospital or even
require counselling sessions from a
psychiatrist. From celebrating diversity to
encouraging physical and mental health,
body positivity inspires individuals
globally. But the diet industry acts as a
stone in the path as it capitalizes on this
inspiration and tries to distort our self-
image. However we must realize that the
fundamental element of body positivity
stresses upon seeing one's physical self
as worthy: Worthy of love, of existing, of
being valued as much as the next body. It
is radical self-love in the face of narrow
beautyideals.

+» Body positivity isn't directed towards any

particular gender. It concerns every
individual irrespective of the gender
because its basic principle is accepting
the fact that every Body is worth
acceptance and praise, and is equally
valuable. It also throws light and tries to
eliminate the pre-conceived gender
notions which the society has as to what
type of body is “Perfect” for a particular
gender. It is about breaking stereotypes
of what society thinks is beautiful. The
idea of a body-positive life means
embracing principles of acceptance
regardless of size, color and skin.
Accepting and loving your body doesn't
mean your outside is the most important
part about you, or that you cease working
to improve your non-physical qualities.
True body positivity means working
towards the empowerment in all spheres
of life-emotional, economic, and beyond
of yours and others. Thus spreading more
of body positivity and less of body
criticism is the only way to enhance
persuasive arguments about the true
essence of beauty.

After all falling in love with your
imperfections is the perfect form of
beauty!

The end of law is not to abolish or restrain,
but to preserve and enlarge freedom.
For in all the states of created beings capable of law,
where there is no law, there is no freedom.

John Locke
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g it @ § frerer q forer forg gamor 3
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Alaw is valuable, not hecause
itis alaw, but
because there is rightinit.
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'DES, DES, 3T 3TeaTsT shivI=, DES =T SSSSSS' 318
TN Uehed ot ATSTRT STER H1eT AT, AT af fdad
JAT3TAT STegT UfeeAiaT hicisTaTd! TIEAT Iael.
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Indradhanush gmﬁwﬁaﬁaﬁaﬁw cultural noon
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S TehHcaTeT ST TR faeT, 318 FeUred X <ITd Shiel
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foreraa wiffaearer Tehl w [ foerr &= Fed TR
M AT shictsT Hiref e shreterd forgrar=h ufeett=r 9o
STIOT ST HTHT THA TTHes AST W foTgTer=im &1 T

culmralswmwa%@%@aﬁﬁm(ﬁﬁﬁ
SHicISE SHTON STt 219, STeiell Het STHT FaelTe JhR
HIHT HTSHE TEal... 3eh T HH heredt qeof
SSARTY ST HZH e S STEATA. TS Tl HAHT
AT AT} FIAT STEAAT TS, HFA! 9.30 T
93.20 hiciST Hed ST Wi ¢ Iedl L.C. & 7Y
FHTHTAT GoTd . TR HEATRTET AHIHT BToheld
A Sfeled ... STHET hiclsl 5 HTeTal
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Virajas Odhekar,
5% Year B.A. LL.B

FhieTSToAT TRTEL T8 discussions SETIRIT, 31941 Jeh
T IR IS, ST HRd STUferd 97 fiestet ATeT, 71
HIASTHIRT WAl He-ARfie Siqere Smemaeh!
forearedt.

ufgere FiftraeaTs o 2197 firestet Tet ot Tert drerr=a
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YT TA SRS, "hlctSiohs Siefe sIsie T8 Td fohall
IS TS HAS & qOT B TRl B I Hifidedra
fotior weal wiciSie ggt SdHT a1 A7 STt
watchman WWWW@@W
ST ided wEEl. 9o & Tl uikedie wd
HYTATHES <RI Y01 (eI Bl STV hicISTHE U0 STde3
Sefes & it € et B el fhtiean swamn ge
I AT T FISTAT GeaTd e QU7 &1 BT, ST,
TTITET TSI HEH 3hd SATeiel aTg ST0T SISt Hidt wigvt
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3T HTE Tl A5 & IS BT TS T 7 T,
STTfoT &t vt dEfe TR T

AT TS, ST, AfSehet shicisT SRS shotedT B 91T
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Adv. Nitin Apte,
Chairman, CDC, SNFLC

Teh ol & Istezan
ST EarslT 39 AT 11911

IEEIERERRICC)
TTET A FHSTIE

STHTE A <

RO ST AT 11211

ST o T
RIS CIE R E 1]
STegHT © ST ferzry
TEHEAT = AT 1R
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Asst. Prof. Akshay Kabra,
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A VOTE OF THANKS @

Adv. Tanveer Khan, Tt
Alumns, Practicing Advocate, 6’

Bombay High Court, Mumbai

Enteredinside, a young fat boy

He had nothing but hopes of joy

As D.E.Sopened its gates

Little did he know

Thatalawyer has to manage many dates

As days went by, the boy made friends

Who sat underthe bigbanyan tree

Trying to make girlfriends.

Being shy, he took to loving books more
Ratanlal & Dhirajlaland K.D. Gaur

That didn't give him girls but knowledge galore
And penal law possessed him more and more.

LN &Y

ollddcl

Aishwarya Khandbahale,
1% Year LL.B

S IR ATE ST AT AT S,
GUEATT YU S0] AT0Eeh =1 Seerd..
AT 3 T =, B T &1 812
ST T STee! fargsigeaa ...
ST TR TS5 W,
STl YT ST U= ek STTRETOT,
STRIIEIAT ST AT Tt Teeqor.,

® feparfer amey o, weoT wireler weapedt,

B Straeit T o, et faepdt..?
STcfterTer faraTe Tevret el Secter,

Inthe recess, the lad grinned,

Went to Sharvari with his friends, thrilled,
The Dosas and Thalipeeths he did not forget
To eat these things now, he does not get.

Those days, he now reminisces,

Mr. Deshmukh's lectures he misses,
Closing his eyes, he now realises,
Wheneverin court herises,

That his Alma Mater has brought him here : =

When judges and others, give him praises.

AN -d3ER

TS T, &It e}
forereft = Sheer o foeht |
TR TEeT Brar ar
Fufaret sreet & fordd ||

Tl et ok T

Ul ATl T TR = |
¢t BT FwR

U 1T ST forclfe |
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AITT=AT ST SR ST Aieaiet,

T IUTT Tk, T ST §ohe o,
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T ST A ] 3§,

It Teere g, arsiet fRrarsar= qamw.. !
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Vaishnavi Paigude,
5% Year B.A. LL.B
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My DES Journey

Adv. Shreya Kolhapure,
Alumnus (B.A. LL.B 2018 Batch)

Looking A girl with dreams in her eyes entered PUNE City to reach the skies
Sky was the limit for her as she wanted to become a lawyer

July 2013 it was
Education was the cause

New roads, new people, everything unknown
It was all beyond her comfort zone

It was her good fortune to get admission into DES
But her start to the college got her lot of stress

Lack of self esteem, self doubt, anxiety and confidence
And question as to how would she become a woman of substance?

From being a girl who could not talk to group of people confidently
To being a girl who speaks to a huge public eloquently L\
From being a volunteer, a backstage member, to a stage person to an
anchor, to becoming the NSS Secretary of the college it was a journey
which definitely helped her develop her personality.

Little did she knew that along with the law degree

She would get plenty of life lessons from her DES Journey in free.

Looking down the memory lane
She realized that there were so many things that she gained &
Allin all it got her a good name

The college, the principal, the teachers, the non teaching staff and her juniors still remember
her and that is the blessing she cherished forever.

2018 it was she became a lawyer

Since then she was growing, is growing and she will be growing
But no matter to whatever heights her growth may take her

The roots of a seed always belong to where they have been sowed

So, even if not physically she still feels she belongs to DES and it is her root place
Because for her DES is a second home and there is no other place like home.

A
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foreriz .... Aol Quantum Entanglement |

Shri Sachin Kamble, Aditya Suryawanshi,

(Peon) 1%t Year LL.B
ERIEICIECIE RIS Saw you and felt Like we met before,
waﬂﬁqﬁ Talking to you made it sure we were meant to be
TeAT HeTe T el AT something more,
ST ETE TRV AT . Everytime this connection made my soul wonder
& T ST why this human?
T T fiTeg qrede Demystifying it made me entangled and enjoy
TR ATUTER T SO, the company of this human,
a E.”(’g, FEASA..... Maybe our bond was so strong that no matter
T 3 et ST how much we fight we can't get over each other,
: Though we use to seperate on our ways home
ST BT A 43T 1]
dreams do get us back together,
. Amongst the crowd we smiled, hugged and
ST AT R Tl . .
wonder whether this generation was for us,
ST 9763 QA STTFRTAT TG .
. And thoughts now arose whether will we keep
T el s thing to b d for the rebirth of
mew something to be amazed for the us.
Ten! el ey e forerd amreht
L fopcft diehe ST TSR - -
@ETWW?@@T@ Diksha Dev Singh,
T ! e 2" Year B.A. LL.B
AT ST ST i g =TS |
T TS SO # gg v e € ||
AT S Al < i o fere |
EZIGERNITIC] ' o
§ge U8 9K ||
TSR SATE ATV SR S et S &
HTHCHT AT A, HidT= A& N gl
Sir e e GEHE Th TR |
=T AT fearandl Frear T H HEHU T |
EEARIEIEIRECEICl Y 3T B I AT =2
%@;@Twﬁ%ﬁaﬁw St AT o7 frgy Sy sifee |
T BT 0 e 1 Sfeat ga i ||
TR e & fedm= it it w R
S FIT 33T ST & 1Tl .
FEATATHRA..... e R E | Hge W g |
qa";eé”
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"You're Not Okay and That's Okay"

Hey, you.

Yes, you.

You with the dark circles that you

try to cover up with your mom's
concealer and that fake smile you put on
so you won't scare people off.

Tell me the truth.

Just how many nights have you

spent trying to keep that grief at bay
when all you wanted to do was cut

into your veins and let it all pour out
onto the bathroom floor?

Instead you sit and count the number of
tiles

on the wall because you don't want
your little brother to walk in and

find you drowning in your mess.

You don't want him to be responsible for
cleaning you up.

So every time you find your heart
beating fast enough to escape your ribcage,
you excuse yourself from the dining table
and

shut yourself in the bathroom and
wheeze the air out of your lungs

and count tiles till you can convince
your heart to stay.

Six-hundred three cracked yellow tiles later,
your chest stops feeling like a prison

so you put on your best smile,

dry your tears, use a little of your mom's
makeup,

A
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Medha Singh,
1" Year B.B.A. LL.B

and walk out to ask your dad

how his day at work went, and blame

the time spent in the bathroom on an
upset stomach.

And they all believe you, don't they?
Nobody really knows or understands what
goes inside the head of yours.

Not your mother, not your father, not your
brother,

not the lover who promised every night,
but you knew it was just an empty promise.
Not the best friend who lives miles away,
or the group of classmates you hang out
with

during lunch.

You spend every night basking in your
loneliness

and counting tiles and begging your heart to
stay.

But here's something you aren't told often:
It's okay to not be okay.

And You're. Not. Okay.

Stop pretending you are.

The next time you shut yourself out,
remember that you aren't alone in any of
this,

and that so many of us feel what you feel.
When you feel lost, you'll have us to keep
you company.

And hey, if you have one of those nights
again,

I'll be up too. Call me?

We'll practice breathing together.
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Nihal Kumar Singh,
4 Year B.A. LL.B
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Raunak Nenwani,
2" Year B.A. LL.B
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Words by the Dawn

I've wished many things from this sunset

My eyes where constantly look while it sets,

Sunset recalled me many things from past,

| thought those memories will ever last?

While | was making new memory by the sunset,

It gave me the memory where | smiled with all my fullest,
When | was in my memories through that passage,

At every step | was able to see new message,

Message where left unopened unseen by me,

It said watch every step and go carefully.

Life is uncertain, undefined not stable and vines,

At some point of time everything will be fine,

Sunset gave me the message to lead life,

No matter how many times | fall | will rise,

People around you will need that vibes,

Continue the journey of life with never mind,

Write down kinds of thoughts were everyone will find.

o
H

Shubham Rathod,
2" Year LL.M

,..
L]

forer T o1 =S @ 1 3

T SRR I T UTeh F B TN FAT, T8 TH AL L FH H 1S L T&T &, Hiel S
T STEHR T QL ToTeT shT 37 o STET &, $HeHT Uoh H o HR0T I &1 21T, |iel !

forer aeg a1eft  helt SR =T S T T/ €, S T U T qur oft g e,

q =reeR ff 5 e L AT, 7O 1 BT Bl 9t e ST T, HiE S

Let you be someone's candle in dark,

To handle the situation from the past,

Past is what's gone, feel the positivity and release the pain,
Pain is reason the reason that you've become strong,
Strong is choice but stronger is your voice.

A
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Suraj Dinkar Gurav,
5% Year B.A. LL.B
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DES Internship Programme
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Seminar & Guest Lectures

[214|




| SO
Workshop on Research
by Methods
|- £l -

Presentation on J&K Reorganization Bill a%?gs
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One Day Legal Aid Camp
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Tree Plantation
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Blood Donation Camp
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Visit to Bombay High Court
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Republic Day Celebration
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Environment Cell Activities
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Voters' Awareness Rally
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%5» Parliamentary Debate Club
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Soft Skill Development Sessions %{
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Club Asthetica
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MUN Club
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Corona Warriors
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Atharv Bangale & Mandar Deshmane
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